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22nd May 2020 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
I’d like to start by sending a personal thank-you to you all for the overwhelming support you have 

extended to me as Headteacher of Newsham Primary School and the faith and trust you have told me 

you have in my leadership.  That tremendous feedback has been extended to all our Senior 

Leadership Team and to the staff preparing learning resources, taking care of key worker children and 

checking in with you all at home.  We all really appreciate your wonderful comments and the strong 

school community we share. 

 

In terms of moving forwards, I make no apology for being determined that the wider reopening of 

school should happen in a very cautious, gradual and carefully monitored way.  There is still so much 

that is unknown about Coronavirus and Covid-19 and our children are incredibly precious, so I don’t 

want to be rushed into any arrangements until I’m sure they are as safe as possible.  I can’t remove 

risk completely or provide a clinically safe environment, which means that the arrangements I put in 

place need to be introduced slowly and extremely carefully.  The plan outlined below is obviously 

therefore, subject to change. 

 

Staff at Newsham have worked tirelessly since Boris Johnson announced his hopes that schools could 

start to open to more pupils.  There is still a lot of work to be undertaken including a deep clean of all 

areas the children could access.  Therefore, in the week beginning Monday, June 1st, school will only 

be open to the Key Worker children who have been using school since partial closure.  We expect this 

service to continue for these pupils for the foreseeable future and do not anticipate any change 

before the summer holidays begin on Friday, July 17th, 2020.  

 

In terms of the other year groups that Boris Johnson talked about, we will be inviting parents to apply 

for places when we are ready to invite your child’s year group into school.  

The first phase of the planned programme for wider reopening is as follows;  

 

Date Year Groups 

Week beginning 1st 
June 

Key worker children 
who currently 
attending school 
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Week beginning 8th 
June 

Key worker children 
who currently 
attending school 

Y1 Pupils    

Week beginning 15th 
June 

Key worker children 
who currently 
attending school 

Y1 Pupils  Reception Children 

  

It is hoped that once we’ve monitored the safety of this initial programme, we will be able to widen 

the offer to other pupils in other nominated year groups, or additional days.  We are particularly keen 

to offer some provision for Year 6 as well.  More details will follow when the situation becomes 

clearer. We are aware it is a difficult time for all families and pupils.   However, we are particularly 

conscious that Year 6 children may be anxious about transition to secondary school and the need to 

have a happy closure to many years at Newsham.  Therefore, in the week beginning June 1st, Y6 staff 

will begin contacting pupils to find out any questions pupils may have about transition.  Staff will also 

organise more formally, how they will find out key information.   There is also planning in place to 

enable us to provide recognition of their ‘Leavers’ status.  

 

For Year Groups that are invited back to school, we are aware that demand for places could change 

over time.  Consequently, if your child secures a place in school for one week, it cannot be guaranteed 

that the same offer will be made the following week.   Also, we cannot guarantee that the year groups 

invited back will secure that place until the summer term.   We are going to have to be flexible with 

our offer.  

 

I am trying to follow government’s advice in terms of the year groups we bring back to school.  That 

said, I need to start with the school hall as our first new learning space and Y1 are the youngest 

children who may be able to cope with the arrangement there.  I’ve also had to consider the size of 

the classrooms, the staff I have available and all sorts of other factors that are in our risk assessment 

and action plan.  I also considered the views of parents and carers submitted in our parental survey, 

which asked for views about the pupils who may be able to safely manage the school day in the 

current climate.  

 

The first phase of the planned programme means that most pupils will still be at home after half term.  

We want to assure you that their needs are as important as those of the small number of children 

who will be in school.  Next week is officially half term, but the whole range of learning resources will 

still be available, as well as the links to wider resources that are signposted on the website.  Please 

click here.   On Monday, June 1st we will be launching a new format for home learning.  This will really 

help support parents and carers supporting learning at home; we will be more specific about the days 

that tasks should be completed, which should help children organise their week and there will be links 

and suggestions for further learning plus even more work that suitable for those pupils who find it 

harder to access all of the interactive learning platforms. 

https://www.newshamprimary.co.uk/learning-zone/home-learning-it-resources/
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The link for the booking form for parents of Year 1 pupils for the week beginning 8th June is here click 

here . Please read the guidance at the top of the form carefully.   If you are the parent of a child who 

has been attending school since partial closure, you do not need to complete this form. Booking for 

these children will continue in the usual until further notice.  

 

Finally, please be aware of the following updated information; 
 
1. Sage (Scientific Advisory Group for Emergencies) will be providing government with the latest data 
relating to the risks of Covid-19 in schools today.   
 
2. Sixty eight local authorities in England are now declaring that they are unable to guarantee that 
schools can fulfil the government's requests around wider reopening at this stage.  This number is 
growing every day.  
 
3. Boris Johnson has said that a scientific review in relation to the safety data for schools will be 
announced on Thursday, May 28th. 
 
I understand that as parents and carers, you need to know my plan for the way forward.  I've tried to 
provide this but I know you also understand that my plan is a hope, not a guarantee.  
 

Thank-you again for your patience, support and understanding.   

 

Take care and stay safe 

 
Mrs. A-M Armstrong 

 

Mrs. Armstrong 

Headteacher 
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