
   

 

 

 

 

Pebbles 

Nursery 

 

Week beginning 15th June 

This week, the whole school focus for home learning is all about celebrating difference and diversity and promoting equality.  

The older children in the school will be looking at famous figures who have been significant in the civil rights movement such 

as Rosa Parks and Martin Luther King.  Lots of our children will have seen the ‘black lives matter’ campaign on the news 

recently so we wanted to give them the opportunity to learn more about this and put it into context in current society. 

In early years, for our youngest children, learning about diversity means starting with learning about 

themselves and what makes them special, and how it is brilliant to be unique. 

For our theme, we are using that famous figure in the history of celebrating diversity and individuality….  

Elmer the elephant! 

We have planned lots of activities for you to try, but as always just do what you can and share it with us on Tapestry.  

We realise that many of you may know this story well already, and hope that you can find enjoyment in the activities we 

have planned. 

Any questions, please ask us via Tapestry and we will do what we can to help. 

Thank you 

Nursery team 

 



 

 

Personal, Social & Emotional 

Development 
Physical Development 

Communication & Language 

and Literacy 
Maths 

Understanding the World and 

Expressive Arts & Design 

Day 1 

In the story, Elmer is 

different to the other 

elephants. Together discuss 

– what makes Elmer 

different to the others? 

Share the word ‘unique’ and 

discuss that although we 

have similarities, everyone in 

the world is different. This 

makes us special – 

difference is good!  

 

This ‘We’re Different, 

We’re the Same’ story may 

help with this 

https://www.youtube.com/w

atch?v=hUrjb4SZnxg 

At the end of the Elmer 

story, every elephant is 

colourful and patterned, but 

most of all very different. 

Can you decorate then cut 

out your own elephant to 

make it look unique, using 

the template below (just 

scroll down).  

 

If you don’t have a printer at 

home, you could try 

drawing your own elephant 

before decorating it.  

 

Share the story Elmer by 

David McKee together. 

There may be some words 

that you recognise or can 

sound out independently.  

Whilst enjoying the story, 

pause in places before the 

next page – can you predict 

what might happen next? 

Were you correct? 

 

We have uploaded a version 

to Tapestry (you might 

recognise a familiar face!) 

Elmer is a patchwork 

elephant. He has a checky 

pattern. There are many 

other types of pattern. Look 

at what you are wearing – 

can you see any patterns on 

your clothes? Can you see 

any patterns around you? 

Go on a pattern hunt 

around your house. 

Can you move like an 

elephant?  Use your hands 

and feet to stomp around.  

What other animals can you 

move like?  Can you slither 

like a snake?  Can you prowl 

like a tiger? Can you swing 

like a monkey?   

 

This song might help you 

with your animal moves! 

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=DYPTJj6hd44 

Day 2 

During the story, Elmer was 

very good at making his 

elephant friends laugh and in 

the end he liked that this 

made him unique. Discuss 

together – what are you 

good at? It might be dancing, 

football, drawing, being 

helpful or anything you can 

think of! You could draw a 

picture of something that 

you are good at or you 

could show us your special 

skill on Tapestry. 

Our brilliant bodies – timed 

challenges 

 

How high can you jump for 

10 seconds? 

How fast can you run on the 

spot for 10 seconds? 

How long can you stand on 

one leg? 

How far can you jump? - 

Long jump? 

How many star jumps can 

you do for 1 minute? 

Listen to the story of Elmer 

again.  This version is on 

YouTube, read by the 

author David McKee 

https://www.youtube.com/w

atch?v=ZFrD18XLmlM 

You may want to revisit the 

story lots throughout the 

week so you get to know it 

really well. 
 

Do you remember your 

pattern hunt from 

yesterday? Today you could 

draw some of the patterns 

you found on paper or ask 

your grown up if you can 

practise taking pictures of 

the patterns you find.  

 

We have attached some 

pattern types below (just 

scroll down) to support.  

 

Dress up as Elmer by 

making your very own 

Elmer hat. There are some 

simple instructions here, or 

you can use your own 

design 

https://bookswithbaby.com/2

020/05/13/crafts-make-an-

elmer-the-elephant-

headdress/ 
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Day 3 

Let’s think about how you 

look and how this makes 

you unique and special. Use 

a mirror to help you learn – 

what colour are your eyes? 

What colour is your hair? 

Are you tall or short? Do 

you have freckles or do you 

wear glasses?  

Draw or paint a self-portrait 

to reflect what you can see 

in the mirror. Think 

carefully about your hair 

colour, eye colour and the 

details on your face. 

Keep the finished piece 

safe! You will need it for 

next week.  

 

 

Elmer is made up of lots of 

different colours.   

 

Play a phonics ‘I spy’ game 

with the colours. Using 

anything colourful, your 

grown up will say the 

sounds in the colour name.  

Can you point to the right 

one? 

 

Red r-e-d 

blue (b-l-oo)  

green (g-r-ee-n) 

brown (b-r-ow-n) 

 

and so on!   

 

For a challenge, you could 

say the sounds in the colour 

name for your grown up to 

find.  Did they get it right? 

Colouring by number.  Can 

you recognise the numbers 

and colour in the elephant 

correctly? There is a page 

below that you can print off 

– or you can make your 

own version! 

Can you find out some 

interesting facts about real 

elephants? Where do they 

live? What do they eat? 

What are baby elephants 

called? Your grown up could 

help you research on the 

internet.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=CP5uJVpHrVw 
 
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=qZrXDlmX0FY 
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Day 4 

Think about your friends at 

school while you listen to 

this story – some of the 

children in the story may 

remind you of a friend 

https://www.youtube.com/w

atch?v=G1avMGuHwuU  

 

Afterwards, discuss – do 

you look the same as your 

friends? Do you look 

different? What makes you 

the same and what makes 

you unique? Do you like to 

play the same or different 

things? What are they good 

at? Are you good at that 

too? 

This song celebrates how 

unique and special each 

person is! It is called ‘good 

to be me’  

https://www.youtube.com/w

atch?v=igmU0b65WCU 

The performers in the video 

are using sign language to 

act out the words of the 

song. This is so that children 

and adults who cannot hear 

well (are deaf) can still learn 

the song. Try to copy their 

sign language. 

 

We have attached the lyrics 

if you would like to learn 

them too (just scroll down). 

 

WARNING – it is very 

catchy! 

Continue to explore the 

English section of Education 

City.  This week there are 

some more activities based 

on the beginning sound in 

words. 

 

Elephant escape 

Flying fun 

Grumpy goats 

Happy horses 

Make some number cards.  

Take it in turns to turn one 

over and say the number. 

You could do some 

moves… 

 

1 – jump one time 

2 – hop twice 

3 – clap three times 

4 – pat your head four times 

5 – turn around five times 

 

And so on! 

Being as creative as you can 

and using whichever 

resources you like; make an 

Elmer! 
 

Day 5 

Reflect on your home 

learning this week.  Talk 

about the things you liked 

doing. What were you good 

at?  What did you find 

tricky? 

 

Cutting patterns 

With your grown-up, take 

your pencil for a walk and 

make some straight lines, 

swirly patterns and zig zags.  

Then practise your cutting 

skills.  Try to cut carefully 

along the lines you have 

made.   

 

 

Here is another story to 

listen to about how we are 

all different and special.  It is 

called “It’s ok to be 

different”. 

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=Zrm4dC3Poe0 

Hickory dickory dock 

counting song. 

The children absolutely 

LOVE this – we watch it a 

lot at school.  Look out for 

the elephant at the end – it 

is very funny! 
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=HGgsklW-mtg 

 

 

To finish the week, enjoy 

this song about celebrating 

difference 

https://www.youtube.com/w

atch?v=403s_HcQsa0 

We would love to see you 

up and dancing to it on 

Tapestry! You could even 

play musical instruments to 

the beat (make your own 

from pans and a wooden 

spoon)!  
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Elmer template 



Pattern types 

 

 

 

 

  



‘Good to be me’ lyrics 

 

One two three 

Good to be me 

One. Two. Three.  

 

One two three 

Good to be me 

One. Two. Three.  

 

One two three 

Good to be me 

and I want the world to know 

it's good to be me 

 

One two three 

Good to be me 

and I want the world to know 

it's good to be me 

 

I'm a special person 

and there's only one of me 

and no one else is prouder 

of the person that is me 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 


