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Starfish and Seahorses 

Reception 

Week beginning 22nd June 

This week, the whole school learning focus is ‘Love is Love’. As this month celebrates Pride, the older children in 

school will be looking at its history, the rainbow flag and about some important LGBT+ figures. 

Our youngest children here in Early Years will think carefully about their views on love and look closely at their 

families, using the book ‘The Great Big Book of Families’ by Mary Hoffman to support. 

We have planned lots of activities for you to try, but as always just do what you can and share it with us on 

Tapestry. 

Any questions, please ask us via Tapestry and                                                                                                          

we will do what we can to help. 

 

Thank you! 

Reception Team 
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Personal, Social & Emotional 

Development 
Physical Development 

Communication & Language 

and Literacy 
Maths 

Understanding the World and 

Expressive Arts & Design 

Day 1 

No matter what shape or 

size families are, they love 

each other. 

Discuss together – what is 

love? How do you feel love? 

How do you show love? 

How do you know others 

love you? 

 

Watch this video of other 

children sharing their 

thoughts on love 

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=ou-qyqMjxVs 

In ‘The Great Big Book of 

Families’, we see lots of 

different family types who all 

love each other. The poster 

attached below (page 7) is 

called ‘Different Families, 

Same Love’ and it also 

shows a range of different 

families. 

With your grown up, 

discuss – who do you think 

each person is in each family 

on the poster? 

Draw and create your own 

family poster, thinking 

carefully about who lives in 

your house. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Share the story The Great 

Big Book of Families by Mary 

Hoffman together. There 

may be some words that 

you recognise or can sound 

out independently.  

Whilst enjoying the story, 

think about – can you spot a 

family that is like yours? A 

house or flat like yours?  

 

We have uploaded a version 

to Tapestry (you might 

recognise a familiar face), 

however this version is also 

on YouTube, 

https://www.youtube.com/w

atch?v=UbQ8_S-cBvA 

You may want to revisit the 

story lots throughout the 

week so you get to know it 

really well. 

Last week we practised 

practically adding two 

groups together and learned 

how to write addition 

sentences. Today we would 

like you use practical objects 

(coins, pebbles, blocks etc) 

to solve the word problems 

below (page 8). You will 

need to listen carefully as 

your grown-up reads out 

the problem. 

 

If you or your grown-up feel 

you need a challenge, 

practise writing the number 

sentence that matches the 

word problem. 

Last week you watched a 

video called ‘Good to be 

me’ in which the performers 

used Makaton sign language 

to act out the words of the 

song.  

 

This week we are going to 

learn some more Makaton 

signs for family members. 

Perhaps you could try them 

all first and then learn and 

memorise the signs to 

communicate who the 

members of your family are.  

https://www.youtube.com/w

atch?v=RPu7z_zEJ94 

 

Day 2 

Together with your grown 

up, talk about – do you have 

any family that do not live in 

your house with you? Do 

they live near or far away? 

How often do you visit 

them? 

While it hasn’t been easy 

being stuck at home during 

lockdown, this gift of time 

has given us all the 

opportunity to spend lots of 

quality time with our 

families.  

Last week we learned about 

Elmer and celebrating 

difference. We asked you to 

create a self-portrait and to 

keep it safe…  

We would like you to make 

an ‘all about me’ book 

Print off the number line we 

have attached below (page 

9) and use it to help you 

calculate the number 

sentences on the page. 

This video explains how to 

solve addition sentences on 

Dig out the box in the loft 

or use an electronic device 

to share some family 

photographs together.  

 

Together discuss – can you 

name the family members 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ou-qyqMjxVs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ou-qyqMjxVs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UbQ8_S-cBvA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UbQ8_S-cBvA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RPu7z_zEJ94
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RPu7z_zEJ94
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To help you to remember 

this time forever you can 

make a family handprint 

keepsake. Start by drawing 

round the hand of 

everybody in your house. 

You might want to use 

some bright, colourful 

paper. Next, you need to 

carefully cut them out. 

Then, glue them one on top 

of the other, starting with 

the largest hand on the 

bottom all the way to the 

smallest hand on the top. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

throughout this week. Grab 

a few pieces of spare paper 

and fold them in half to 

make a book. Add your self-

portrait to the front cover! 

 

Today, on the first page, we 

would like you to write; 

Your full name 

Your age 

Your birthday 

Your school 

a number line 

https://www.youtube.com/w

atch?v=1TSSZ3wUOPs 

you spot? Is there anyone 

you don’t recognise? Have 

you changed much? Has 

your grown-up changed? 

Did they dress the same as 

you? Are their toys the 

same as yours? 

 

Day 3 

Listen to The Invisible String 

by Patrice Karst 

https://www.youtube.com/w

atch?v=2rZNTFf35Aw 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is really important to try 

and fit in some exercise 

every day. Go for a walk 

with your family around 

your local area and look at 

all the different types of 

homes that families live in. 

You could use your grown-

up’s camera or phone to 

take photographs of the 

Play ‘Grab a Giggling 

Grapheme’ on Phonics Play 

https://www.phonicsplay.co.

uk/resources 

Your grown-up (or you can 

try) will need to log in with 

the following details; 

 

Username: march20 

Password: home 

 

Print off the number line we 

have attached below (page 

11) and use it to help you 

calculate the word problems 

on the page. 

You will need to listen 

carefully as your grown-up 

reads out the problem. 

 

If you or your grown-up feel 

you need a challenge, 

Engage in some imaginative 

role play using either small 

world characters such as 

Lego people or Barbie dolls, 

or dressing yourself up as 

different people. You can 

take on the role of different 

family members and act out 

some of the activities that 

you do together as a family. 

It could pretending to visit 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1TSSZ3wUOPs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1TSSZ3wUOPs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2rZNTFf35Aw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2rZNTFf35Aw
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/resources
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/resources
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10156582576121920&set=a.10150143170331920&type=3
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Who does your invisible 

string reach?  
 

different types of houses 

that you see.  

 

Can you find all of these? 

A bungalow 

A flat 

A Maisonette 

A semi-detached house 

A detached house 

A terraced house 

 

What type of house do you 

live in? How is it the 

same/different to the other 

homes you have seen? 

 

We have attached some 

house types below for your 

reference (page 10). 

You should choose ‘All 

Phase 3’ to challenge 

yourself, although if you find 

this much too tricky, 

practise ‘All Phase 2’. 

practise writing the number 

sentence that matches the 

word problem. 

the shops, doing the 

housework or celebrating a 

birthday for example. Do 

you think that all families do 

the same things as you do? 

What things might other 

families do differently? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Day 4 

Together with your grown-

up, talk about what you love 

to do. 

It could be reading, riding 

your bike, drawing, eating, 

dancing, singing, swimming, 

playing football, dressing 

up… the list is endless! 

Does your grown-up love 

the same thing as you? What 

do they love instead? Is it 

okay to love different things? 

Why? 

Below we have attached 

some photographs to help 

you think about who you 

love vs what you love (page 

12). Cut them up and sort 

them into a set of ‘people’ 

and a set of ‘things’. 

 

Discuss together – 

• What does each 

photograph show? 

• Love is positive but is 

everything we love good 

for us e.g. watching TV 

On the next page in your all 

about me book, we would 

like you to draw the thing 

that you love to do the 

most. Next, write a 

sentence to go with it e.g. ‘I 

love to… because…’  

Try to sound out the words 

yourself! 

 

Scroll down to find the 

ladybird colour by number 

sheet attached. Solve the 

addition sentences using 

whichever method your 

grown-up feels you need 

more practise at (either 

manipulating practical 

objects or counting on the 

number line). 

Create your own pebble 

family. You can make all of 

the members of your family 

– including your pets! You 

might want to think about 

using pebbles and stones 

that are different sizes – 

larger ones for adults, 

smaller ones for children. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.shpock.com%2Fen-gb%2Fi%2FWljUHfH84g0wIhhh%2Fvintage-lego-duplo-people-characters-family&psig=AOvVaw1AI1rl2NSfBwTYOgjBJvnX&ust=1592470957400000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCIivmOK-iOoCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAE
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.co.uk%2Fpin%2F232146555772108812%2F&psig=AOvVaw3sAkvZDfByFiR2zk_OaHz8&ust=1592397512798000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMDfpZWthuoCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAG
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lots or eating too many 

sweets? 

• Is it ever wrong to love 

people? 

 

 

Day 5 

Review your home learning 

this week. Talk about what 

you have enjoyed and what 

you have not. Is there 

anything you have found 

tricky? Let us know your 

thoughts on Tapestry. 

We often use some of Jack 

Hartmann’s dances for our 

daily ‘Wake and Shake’ 

sessions. 

This week we have found a 

Jack Hartmann dance for 

you to watch and join in 

with called ‘We Are a 

Family’. Enjoy! 

https://www.youtube.com/w

atch?v=foptl0BeXnY 

 

In The Great Big Book of 

Families, we find out about 

different jobs that families 

have. With your grown up, 

discuss what you would love 

to be when you grow up. 

On the next page in your ‘all 

about me’ book, we would 

like you to draw this and 

write a sentence to go with 

it e.g. ‘When I grow up I 

want to be a… because…’ 

Try to sound out the words 

yourself. 

 

You may have some pages 

left over in your ‘all about 

me’ book. It is up to you 

what you include next, some 

suggestions are; 

Your pets 

Foods you love 

Your favourite friend 

A place you love 

To end the week, enjoy the 

Numberblocks as they 

practise addition 

https://www.youtube.com/w

atch?v=0KPT5EaXUcA 

 

Log into Tapestry to find an 

exciting STEM activity. The 

experiment involves shaving 

foam clouds that gather up 

coloured water and create 

rainbow rain! You can 

explore the different effects 

using oil or water and watch 

to see if the colours mix to 

make new ones. 

 

We would love to see your 

creations on Tapestry! 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=foptl0BeXnY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=foptl0BeXnY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0KPT5EaXUcA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0KPT5EaXUcA
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If your child has particularly enjoyed our Love is Love learning this week and you would like to explore it further, we 

would suggest the following books and stories that celebrate difference and diversity among families. Lots of them are 

available on YouTube - 

 

• Giraffes Can’t Dance by Giles Andreae 

• Mister Seahorse by Eric Carle 

• Friends by Kathryn Cave 

• Something Else by Kathryn Cave 

• Cock-A-Moo-Moo by Juliet Dallas-Conte 

• Tyrannosaurus Drip by Julia Donaldson 

• Colour Me Happy by Roddie Shen and Ben Cort 

• It’s Okay to Be Different by Todd Parr 

• This Is Our House by Michael Rosen 

• Picnic in the Park by Joe Griffiths 

• Daddy, Papa, and Me by Lesléa Newman 

• Mommy, Mama, and Me by Lesléa Newman 

• Emma and Meesha My Boy:A Two Mom Story by Kaitlyn Taylor Considine 

• And Tango Makes Three by Justin Richardson, Peter Parnell 

• The Family Book by Todd Parr 

• The Ice Queen and her Wife 
 

 

 



7 
 

Family types poster 
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Addition word problems 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If Tom has 5 toy cars and 

Tim gives him 3 more. How 

many does Tom have now? 

The baker sold 11 cakes on 

Monday, then 4 cakes on 

Tuesday. How many cakes 

did they sell altogether? 

Suzie bought 10 balloons for 

her party, Hannah brought 

her 6 more. How many 

balloons does Suzie have 

now? 

Polly has 5 chocolates, 

Robbie has the same 

amount. How many do they 

have altogether? 

 

Challenge 

Could you make up your 

own word problem for your 

grown up to solve? 
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Number line with addition sentences 

 

4 + 3 = 

5 + 4 = 

7 + 2 = 

 

10 + 6 = 

14 + 3 = 

17 + 3 = 
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Detached 

 
Semi-detached 

 
Bungalow 

 
Maisonette 

 
Flat 

 
Terraced house 

House types 
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Number line with word problems 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Miss Cole has 4 sweets and Mrs Cobb gives her 4 more. How many does 

Miss Cole have now? 

2. 9 people are at a party, 3 more arrive. How many are at the party altogether? 

3. 10 people are on the bus. 6 more get on. How many are on the bus now? 
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Who you love vs what you love 
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Addition colour by numbers 

hssa 

 


