
MUSIC PROMOTING 
ACCEPTANCE AND DIVERSITY



MUSIC OF ACCEPTANCE 
AND DIVERSITY
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Music is often used to express feelings, whether they be feelings of joy, sadness, anger

or discontent. Throughout modern times, artists have tried to use music to spread

messages; we saw this when we looked at the music of the civil rights movement last

week. This week, we will consider music that spreads positive messages of peace,

acceptance and music that tells the stories of the diverse population of the human

race.

Acceptance- The willingness to acknowledge and assent to the reality of a situation,

recognising the situation without attempting to change it or protest it.

Diversity- Understanding that each individual is unique, and recognising our individual

differences. These can be along the dimensions of race, ethnicity, gender, sexual

orientation, socio-economic status, age, physical abilities, religious beliefs, political

beliefs, or other ideologies.



LISTEN AND 
APPRAISE 
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Listen and appraise the songs on the following

pages. These songs are classed as popular music and

were all hits in the charts when they were

released.

Listening and appraising questions

• How does the song make you feel?

• What does the song make you think of?

• Does the song tell a story? 

• What is the tempo? Does it stay the same?

• What are the dynamics? (Loud/quiet)

• What are the instruments and vocals?

• Does the song have verses? A Chorus?

• Did you like it? Why?



WHAT A WONDERFUL
WORLD

Despite being written at a time 
when everyday life in the U.S. 

was racially and politically 
charged, this song remains 
hopeful for the future. The 

optimistic tone and messages of 
love are just as necessary even 
today. When things look a bit 
bleak, it’s nice to have Louis 
Armstrong’s soothing voice 

remind us that there are lots of 
good things to look forward to 

in the world.
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https://www.youtube.com/wat

ch?v=CWzrABouyeE

What A Wonderful World – Louis Armstrong

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CWzrABouyeE


ALLYOU NEED IS LOVE
The meaning of this song is laid 
out pretty clearly in the title. 
The Beatles express a simple 

but profound belief that love can 
overcome everything. This song 
is forever a reminder that life is 
better when it is filled with love: 

so let’s all love one another.

5

https://www.youtube.com/wat

ch?v=_7xMfIp-irg

All You Need Is Love – The Beatles

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_7xMfIp-irg


GREATEST LOVE OF ALL
The “greatest love” that 

Whitney is referring to is self-
love. This song expresses the 
importance of caring for and 
depending on yourself: loving 

yourself first is the most 
empowering thing you can do. 
This is a powerful message for 
songs about diversity, equality, 

and freedom.
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https://www.youtube.com/wat

ch?v=IYzlVDlE72w

Greatest Love Of All –Whitney Houston

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IYzlVDlE72w


WHERE ISTHE
LOVE?

Released in the early 
2000s, this song was a 

response to the hate and 
fear generated after the 

9/11 attacks. Urging 
people to love one 

another and questioning 
why so much hate exists 
in the world, this song 
remains relevant two

decades later, a pertinent 
reminder that we should 
extend love to people of 

all races and religions. 
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https://www.youtube.com/wat

ch?v=WpYeekQkAdc&feature=

emb_title

Where Is The Love? – The Black Eyed Peas

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WpYeekQkAdc&feature=emb_title


BEAUTIFUL
The lyrics and the video to this 
song celebrates the beauty of 

diversity, and the freedom to live 
your life as you wish, free from 

persecution. The powerful 
message of self-love and self-

acceptance rings true for every 
generation.
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https://www.youtube.com/wat

ch?v=ZxvmhDUYwsY

Beautiful – Christina Aguilera

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZxvmhDUYwsY


SAME LOVE
Macklemore targets acceptance 

and understanding of the 
LGBTQ community with this 

song about equality, but he also 
points out the division that is 

caused by fear of the “lesser,” or 
“other.” He reminds us that we 

need to fight for equality for 
everyone and combat the 
hatred toward all minority 

groups. Human rights apply to 
everybody, no exceptions.
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https://www.youtube.com/wat

ch?time_continue=423&v=hlV

Bg7_08n0&feature=emb_title

Same Love –Macklemore & Ryan Lewis

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=423&v=hlVBg7_08n0&feature=emb_title


BORNTHIS WAY
Fierce and loud, this is 

passionate celebration of being 
different and one of the great 

songs about diversity. Lady Gaga 
is a champion for the LGBTQ 

community, and in this song, she 
delivers encouragement to 

everyone to be true to 
themselves and believe that you 
are perfect just the way you are. 
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https://www.youtube.com/wat

ch?v=3Vzrr64ZrVU

Born This Way - Lady Gaga

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3Vzrr64ZrVU


TIME TO PERFORM
Now, listen to and learn to sing or

play (if you have a recorder at

home) some more music promoting

acceptance and diversity, using the

link below and the log in details sent

to you via email.

https://www.musicpartnershipnorth.

co.uk/yumu/login

If you require further assistance 

logging in, please send us a message 

at year6@newshamprimary.co.uk
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HOW TO LOG INTO 

https://www.musicpartnershipnorth.co.uk/yumu/login
mailto:year6@newshamprimary.co.uk

