
Year 4

Literacy

Week beginning 15th June

Home Learning Lesson Plan

Watch the video or read the 

information given. This will explain the 

lesson in more detail and give examples.

Complete the independent activities. 

You can do this in your book or on 

paper.

Check your answers. If you made an 

error, revisit the text and work out 

where you went wrong.

Use the English Education City tasks to support your 

learning.

Kraken On With It 

Mystery Island 1 

Mystery Island 2
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Session 1 – Inspiring Change

Introduction

Look carefully at the images, they show the 

same person and represent different aspects of 

their life.

Think about the following:

What do you know?

What do you think you know?

What would you like to find out?

You can draw a table like the one below or write lists.

What questions would you like to ask this 

person?

What I know ... What I think I know ... What I would like to 

find out ...
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Session 1 – Inspiring Change

Introduction

"The thing that I have done throughout my 

life is to do the best job I can and to be me."
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Session 2 – Inspiring Change

A Biography

A biography is a detailed description of a person's life with facts, 

background information and stories from their life. Read about 

Mae Jemison, you can also refer to the previous slide.
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Session 2 – Inspiring Change

A Biography

This resource was produced by Learning by Questions.
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Session 2 – Inspiring Change

A Biography

Use the information from the biography to 

check your initial thoughts and add to your grid 

or lists.

Use the text to answer the following questions in 

your book or on paper:

Who is Mae Jemison?

Where was she brought up?

Why did she become an astronaut?

Why is she famous?

What makes her inspirational?

What do you think is her greatest achievement?

Use the information from the text to create a 

simple timeline of Mae's life and achievements.

You may want to research her life further to find 

out more.
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Session 3 – Inspiring Change

Reading Comprehension

There are three different reading comprehension 

activities available. They range from one star which is the 

simplest, to three stars which is more challenging. 

Choose the text that best suits you and read it carefully.

The text may contain words or phrases that are new 

to you. The following words may be in your text:

mission

inspired

succeed

talented

pursue

promoted

Focus on the meaning of each word. You can do this by 

reading around the word and using the context of the 

sentence to help you. Thinking about words in the 

same family may be useful too.

E.g. inspired – inspire, inspiring

Choose three words from the list which are new to 

you and write a sentence for each to show your 

understanding.
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These are in the Whales and 

Dolphins folder on the 

website.



Session 3 – Inspiring Change

Reading Comprehension

Now answer the each of the questions on 

the sheet. You don't need to print out the 

sheet you can write in your book or on 

paper.

Check your answers. If you made an error, 

revisit the text and work out where you went 

wrong. Add more detail where you can!
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These are in the Whales and 

Dolphins folder on the 

website.

Re-read the text carefully. Summarising each 

section will help to ensure you understand 

the information.



Session 4 – Inspiring Change

A Speech

A speech is a formal talk which is given to an 

audience, it needs to interest the listener and is 

an opportunity to talk about something you feel 

strongly about.

Using the Newsround speeches, find at least one 

example of each of the following features. This will 

provide you with a checklist and help you in the 

next session.

Present tense:

Personal pronouns:

A quote:

Instructions/directions:

Words to persuade your audience:

A hope for the future:

In PSHE you will be finding out more about the 

famous speech of Martin Luther King.

Use the Newsround website to view examples of 

powerful anti-racism speeches linked to the death 

of George Floyd. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/52917648
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Box is made ot

Session 4- Inspiring Change

Research and Planning

Tomorrow, you are going to write a speech about an issue 

that interests you and that you feel strongly about.The 

pictures below show a few possible topics but there are 

many more. The Newsround website is a good place to 

start looking for information and ideas. Choose and 

research your area. Work in PSHE may help with this too.

plastic pollution racism

equal opportunities in sport

endangered species climate change

young carers
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Make notes using the following headings:

What is the problem?

What can be done to change this?

How can we help?

What would we like to see in the future?



Box is made ot

Session 5- Inspiring Change

Writing My Speech

Now that you have chosen a topic and gathered your 

ideas it's time to start to write your speech. The 

example below will help you to understand how to 

organise your speech and the features to include.

Begin with a question or surprising fact:

Did you know that the Bengal tiger, the biggest of all 

the cat species is also the most threatened? In 

fact, there are estimated to be only 3,200 in the 

wild.

Explain what the problem is - use the present tense:

Bengal tiger numbers are declining at an alarming

rate, this is because of poaching and habitat loss.

Explain that we can make a change - use personal 

pronouns:

However, this doesn't need to be the case, there are 

things that we can all do. I'm sure that if we work 

together, through our combined efforts, we can 

change the desperate plight of this stunning creature. 

We can make sure that it remains with us and can 

also be enjoyed by future generations.
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Box is made ot

Session 5- Inspiring Change

Writing My Speech

Give directions and instructions to persuade your 

audience:

Each of us can make a difference, we 

need to educate ourselves and find out 

about the threats to this elusive creature and its fragile 

habitat.We must spread the word and talk 

about the important issue of tiger conservation. I urge 

you to write to the decision makers and voice your 

views, the Prime Minister, the Minister for Environment 

and Forests or your local MP. Be polite and make 

your voice heard. By supporting conservation charities 

you can help projects working to protect and save this 

iconic species.

A hope for the future:

I would like to see a future where the population of the 

Bengal tiger will steadily increase and where this 

incredible beast can flourish in the wild without the fear 

of extinction. If we work together, anything is possible.

Use the prompts to help you to write your speech, you 

can also refer to the checklist from earlier in the week.

Once you have written your speech share it with your 

family and friends.

We would love to read your work, so a family 

member is welcome to photograph it and send it 

to us using the Year 4 email address.
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