


Aims
• To learn about what LGBT+ History Month is. 

• To understand what LGBT+ stands for and to find out why we need a 
LGBT+ History Month. 

• Find out about the aims and people connected with the 2020 LGBT+ 
History Month.



Did you know?

February Is LGBT+ History Month
June is PRIDE month

It began in the USA as a result of the success of Black History Month.

Diversity
Since 
2005

Equality



What Do the Letters Stand For?

esbian
(a woman who is attracted to other women)

ay
(someone who is attracted to a person with the same gender as them) 

isexual
(a word to describe someone who is attracted to more than one gender, for example 

a woman finding men and women attractive)

rans 
(a word used to describe people who feel the sex they were given at birth doesn’t 

match the gender they feel themselves to be, for example someone 
who is born male, may feel that they are a woman)

Did you know?

Sometimes this is also seen with a + sign on the end to include 
any people who don’t fit exactly into these areas.
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Why Do We Need a Special Month?

Schools that are good at inclusion can gain ‘The Rainbow Flag Award’.

Did you know?









The Faces of 2020

William 
Shakespeare
(1564 - 1616) 

World-famous 
British poet and 
playwright. His 

Sonnet 20 is 
thought to have 

been written about 
loving a man.

Lorraine Hansberry
(1930 – 1965) 

Lesbian playwright 
and author of the 

first play written by 
an African American 

woman to be 
performed on 

Broadway (‘A Raisin 
in the Sun’).

E. M. Forster
(1879 - 1970)

Gay author who 
wrote ‘A Passage to 
India’, ‘A Room With 
A View’  and other 

famous stories (some 
of which were made 
into films). 2020 is 
the 50th anniversary 

of his death.

Dawn Langley 
Simmons

(1922 - 2000)
A less well-known but 

fascinating story, 
Dawn transitioned and 
in 1969 married a man 
in the first interracial 

marriage in South 
Carolina.

Click on their picture to find out more…Famous LGBT+ faces you may already know:

Tom Daley (diver), Lady Gaga, Dr 
Raj Singh, Sandi Toksvig, Nicola 
Adams (boxer), Gareth Thomas 
(rugby player).



A play is a type of 
literature written 
by a playwright. 
It has dialogue 

between 
characters and is 

intended to be 
performed.

Prose is language 
in its natural 
form, such as 

when we think, 
talk or write.

Poetry is a type of 
artistic writing 

with the purpose 
of stirring readers’ 
emotions with its 
choices of words, 

sounds and 
rhythm.

The 2020 Themes

Think about each one and then reveal the meaning by clicking on the word.
.

The themes for LGBT+ History Month 2020 are:

Poetry Prose Plays



Throughout time, poets have written about love. Many poets have also 
written about the love between two people of the same sex (people who 
are gay or lesbian).

Read one of Shakespeare’s most famous poems on the next 
slide and discuss.

Poetry

When we read poetry, we are often moved by it.

There have been many cases of people being hurt because of their sexuality. Also, 
the word ‘gay’ has often been used as an insult. What do you think about this?

Did you know?



Poetry

Sonnet 116

Let me not to the marriage of true minds
Admit impediments. Love is not love
Which alters when it alteration finds,
Or bends with the remover to remove.
O no! it is an ever-fixed mark
That looks on tempests and is never shaken;
It is the star to every wand'ring bark,
Whose worth's unknown, although his height be taken.
Love's not Time's fool, though rosy lips and cheeks
Within his bending sickle's compass come;
Love alters not with his brief hours and weeks,
But bears it out even to the edge of doom.
If this be error and upon me prov'd,
I never writ, nor no man ever lov'd.

By William Shakespeare

This is a poem describing 
love.

‘Alters’ means ‘changes’. 
What do you think lines 
2-3 mean?

Tempests are storms. If 
love is ‘never shaken’ by 
storms, what does this 
mean?

‘Wand’ring bark’ means 
lost ships at sea. If love 
is a star to lost ships, 
what does this mean?

Line 11 is talking about 
time. Does Shakespeare 
think love changes over 
time?



Prose

Over time, authors have written stories about love. 
Many authors have never told the public about their sexuality.

Public opinion and support of the LGBT+ community has changed over recent 
decades.
• In 1967, it was no longer illegal to be a gay man.
• In 2003, our government said that it was no longer illegal to talk about LGBT+

issues positively in schools.
.

Did you know?

E.M. Forster wrote many novels. However, there was one (‘Maurice’) which 
he wrote in the early 1900s with the instructions that it must only be 
published after his death. It was a story of the love between two men.

Why do you think Forster felt he could not publish ‘Maurice’ in his lifetime?



Plays

It is believed that one of the world’s most famous 
playwrights, William Shakespeare, was attracted to both 

men and women.

Did you know?

Lorraine Hansberry was a playwright whose successful 
1959 play, ‘Raisin in the Sun’ was the first play written 

by a black woman to be performed on Broadway. 
Although she was married for a brief time, towards the 

end of her life her letters revealed that she was attracted 
to women. She became an activist for gay rights.

It is now legal for a man to marry another man and for a woman to 
marry another woman. They can have their marriage blessed in 
church but not the official ceremony.



What Can We Do?

Find out more about LGBT+ celebrities. Be who you want to be.

Find out more about what life is like 
for LGBT+ communities.

Read poems, plays and stories written 
by members of the LGBT+ community.

Think about how everyone is 
special in their own way.

Talk about it with others.

Support your friends.

Be accepting of everyone’s differences.

Find out more about how the current laws affect 
LGBT+ differently compared with other 

communities.

Know that the LGBT+ community is part of the 
whole community and people with whom you will 

meet, socialise and work.



Today’s task is to celebrate PRIDE through poetry!

The Rainbow Flag, as we’ve already discovered, carries such a 
lot of meaning:

Serenity means being calm and peaceful
Harmony means peaceful and cooperative (everything and everyone works 
together)
Spirit means connected to your deepest thoughts and feelings



Poems don’t have to be difficult to understand.
This is a very special poem by a well
known poet CAROL ANN DUFFY 

called THE LOOK

The heron’s the look of the river.
The moon’s the look of the night.
The sky’s the look of forever.
Snow is the look of white.

The bees are the look of the honey.
The wasp is the look of pain.
The clown is the look of funny.
Puddles are the look of rain

The whale is the look of the ocean.
The grave is the look of the dead.
The wheel is the look of motion.
Blood is the look of red.

The rose is the look of the garden.
The girl is the look of the school.
The snake is the look of the Gorgon.
Ice is the look of cool.

The clouds are the look of the weather.
The hand is the look of the glove.
The bird is the look of the feather.
You are the look of love

In her poem, Carol Ann 
makes associations in her 
mind as she notices 
things around her…

Moon…….night
Snow…….white
Hand…..glove
Whale…….ocean
Bees………honey



Could you make a list of things you associate 
with the following aspects of the Rainbow 
Flag? Here are a few examples…..Try to think 
about all you have learned over the last two 
weeks about how we should enjoy being 
different and how we should treat EVERYONE 
with love and compassion, even if they are 
different to ourselves.

Life……baby, snowdrops

Healing……. medicine, healthy

Sunlight….new day, ice cream

Nature……… flowers, trees

Harmony……..helping, calm atmosphere

Spirit………smiling, happy 



Now, can you develop these further to follow the style of 
THE LOOK…

The look of life is……a newborn baby’s cry, snowdrops 
bursting through the soil, everyone being equal

The look of healing is…….kissing a scratch better, a 
spoonful of medicine, saying sorry

The look of sunlight is….day waking up, ice cream on the 
beach, making someone laugh

The look of nature is………colourful flowers in the garden, 
trees whispering in the breeze, lots of differences in the 
world

The look of harmony is……..everyone accepts everyone else, 
a calm atmosphere, many different types of families

The look of the spirit is………smiling inside and outside, 
happy to be me, understanding differences



Support your friends.

Know that the LGBT+ community is part of the whole 
community.

Be who you want to be.

Find out more.

Be accepting of others.

Ask questions.

Talk about it.

Time for Reflection


