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Alan Turing: The man who 

invented modern computing

In 1939 Britain was at war with 

Germany in a terrible conflict called 

World War Two. Both countries had 

to send messages to their soldiers 

but they wrote them in special 

secret codes so the other side 

couldn’t read them.

The work took many days so they needed a quicker way. 

They set about a solution and quickly Alan and his team 

invented the first real computer that could automatically 

work out what the coded messages said. 

This was amazing because no one had ever made 

a machine that could ‘think’ before.

Alan Turing was a very clever man and worked for the 

British intelligence service (GCHQ). His team were called 

code breakers because they worked out how to crack the 

codes that the Germans were using to send secret 

messages to each other
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Bletchley Park

To keep what they were doing top secret they worked at a 

place called Bletchley Park. It was actually a really posh 

country house before the War and they took it over so 

that nobody would suspect they were doing top secret 

work there.

From the outside it just looked like a lovely country 

mansion. 

These are some of the code breakers that worked there.
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Collosus

The giant computers that the team made were called colossus 

machines – maybe because they were enormous and took up a 

whole room!

This machine or computer could only do one job and that was 

to work out the settings to decode secret messages. 

You have to remember that in 1939 there were absolutely no 

electronic computers at all so to be able to work out a 

message in a few minutes was amazing. When you compare 

that to a modern computer that has enough thinking power to 

decode millions of messages every second, you can see how 

much computers have improved. But it all started here!

This invention, and the work of Alan Turing and his team, saved 

many soldiers lives because they could work out the secret 

messages the Germans were sending.

These secret messages had the plans of what the enemy were 

going to do next so they could tell the soldiers what to expect 

and where to stay away from.
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No body knew that this computer even existed during the war 

or for many years afterwards because it was such a well kept 

secret. The British government didn’t want people to know it 

had such a powerful machine. 

It was not until 1970 that the government told people about it 

by which time lots of countries had started to invent other 

types of computers anyway.

A statue of Alan Turing was 

Erected at the national 

computing museum in 2007.

Alan Turing was never known for the amazing work and 

machine he had invented because it was top secret so nobody 

was told.  After the war many of the computers they made 

were broken up and the plans destroyed.

Sadly in the 1940s, during his life after the war,  Alan Turing 

wasn’t treated very nicely because he was in love with a man.  

At the time, It was against the law to love another man and 

people were really mean to him because of it.

For a man that invented the first computer that could crack 

secret messages and help his country win a war to save many 

soldiers lives, it seems unfair that people were mean to him 

when we look back at the history today.



5

Now it’s your turn. Could you have been a WW2 code 
breaker? ( You DON’T have to do them all! – just choose)
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