
Our history - Blyth 

Blyth is thought to mean gentle or joyful in old 

English.

So the town literally means calm or gentle! 

Blyth is still a very important industrial port today but it no longer exports coal and new 

ships. Today the port is used to bring lots of goods into and out of the country including 

new wood to build things with, robots to work in warehouses and wind turbines to 

create electricity and much more!

From coal to wind

The history of our town is anything but gentle. Blyth has grown from a small 
medieval settlement, to a busy industrial town where coal mining and ship 
building surrounded the calm river. Once dominated with huge pit heaps and 
noisy ship yards; the town we live in has been changed massively by the 
discovery of coal beneath the surface! Today, most of the mining industry has 
gone, but if you know where to look you can see lots of relics from when Blyth 
was a much busier and noisier place. 



Coal mining - What is coal?

• Britain is made up of lots of different types of rocks 
under the surface – you’ll remember learning about the 
different types of rock in year 3 .

• Can you remember the names of the different types? 
(https://www.learner.org/wp-
content/interactive/rockcycle/types.html)

Is coal a type of rock then? 

Well… yes it is! 

It’s a type of sedimentary rock! It’s made up of tiny little 

pieces or sediments of other materials, like carbon. 

These tiny pieces became rock when they were 

compressed underground for millions of years. They 

might have started off as a part of a plant, a tree or even 

a dinosaur that fell onto the forest floor!.

https://www.learner.org/wp-content/interactive/rockcycle/types.html


How did we get it out the ground then?

In some parts of the country, like in Northumberland, there is lots of coal 

under the ground. Some of it is near the surface but some is very deep. It 

also runs in long seams sideways for many miles. In fact, some of the old 

mines near Blyth go under the sea!

What about Blyth?

If you dig down far enough under Blyth, you will find 

layers of coal between other layers of rock. 

A bit like the layers in a cake. To get it out the ground 

people had to make big shafts and tunnels through the 

earth. 

It sounds a bit scary!

It was very dangerous and dirty work and some people got 

hurt doing their jobs. 



It’s a lot of mess for a black rock!

The reason coal was really important to us was because it 
burns when you put a flame next to it. The carbon in it, that 
came from the living things that fell onto the ground millions 
of years ago, burns really well and makes it glow hot! This was 
a brilliant source of fuel to heat up water to make steam. 
Lots of machines used to use steam to work. People used it 
to heat their homes too. So people didn’t mind about how 
messy it was to get out the ground.

Was everything that came out of a mine useful 
then?

Lots of what was brought out the ground was the other 
rocks that they had to dig though to get at the coal. 

These heaps of rock and other waste would be higher 
than the houses! 

Ever wondered what the Bella heap was? – well it’s a 
massive pile of waste rock and soil. It’s not as high as it 
would have been when there was a working mine there 
but the fact it is still there tells you how much it changed 
the land forever.



Open cast or surface mining

Today newer and safer ways of mining are happening in 
Northumberland where there is still some coal left near to 
the surface. 

No body goes underground anymore in the UK to mine 
coal. 

Huge, wide holes are dug into the ground and the coal taken 
out then afterwards the rocks and soil are put back. 

Some of the machines are as big as a house!

Are the mines still open?

All the deep coal mines in the UK have now closed because people found 

other ways to 

create energy like gas or electricity.  Some people thought coal was too 

expensive to mine but many people argued it was still really useful.  When 

they closed people were very upset because they lost their jobs and our 

town found it hard to change.

If you’ve ever been to Nothumberlandia you’ll have seen one of these 

mines right next to it! In fact, Northumberlandia was created from all the 

soil and rock they moved around to get the coal out!



Lots of people prefer this type of energy because once the windmill is made 
then all of the energy it produces is clean and green and after all the wind is 
free!

One day you might even get a job making or building wind turbines in Blyth!

Renewable energy

Some people don’t like the damage that any type of mining 

causes to the environment.

Scientists say that burning coal is really bad for the 

atmosphere too, causing pollution and global warming 

that is damaging our climate.

Blyth has moved on from it’s mining days and is now a world 

leading designer and builder of wind turbines. Those giant 

windmills that you can see whirling around when it is windy! 

They are turning a generator to create electricity that we can 

make in our homes.

What do you think?

Should we stop digging 

up the ground to get 

coal? 


