
Newsham Primary 
Northumberland 

Project
Over the next two weeks, we would like you to complete a project based 
on the stunning county of Northumberland. We are so lucky to live in such 

a beautiful area of the country with spectacular countryside, exquisite 
coastlines and striking landmarks. On the next few pages you will find 

examples of activities linked to the different areas of the curriculum. Try to 
select at least one activity from each area but you are welcome to 

complete as many as you please. Feel free to create your own ideas too and 
remember to upload photos to your year group email for Newsham Staff 

to see.  We can’t wait to see what you produce! Have fun!



English
Read and write about all things 

Northumberland.

Northumberland Myths
Read the myths about Northumberland, 

Can you interpret these into a haiku 
poem?

Remember…
A traditional Japanese haiku is a three-

line poem with seventeen syllables, 
written in a 5/7/5 syllable count

Cutty Soams, deadly
Full of malice and hatred

Striking miners down

Playscript
There are many famous TV personalities 
from our region, such as Ant and Dec. 
Can you create a comedy sketch for 

either you and a friend or Ant and Dec 
using different Geordie/Northumbrian 

words?
www.youtube.com/watch?v=k-g-

EHptPYA

Location Description
There are lots of films and TV 

programmes that have been filmed 
across different locations in 

Northumberland, such as Harry Potter 
at Alnwick Castle. 

Think about your favourite place in 
Northumberland. Can you write a 

descriptive piece about that place to 
persuade someone to use that location 

for their TV programme or film?

500 Word Writing Challenge
We are so lucky to have so many castles 

in Northumberland, which all hold so 
much history.

Using only 500 words, can you create a 
short story about a castle? Think 

carefully about the genre of your story.

Whey 
aye man!

Areet
marra?

https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv=k-g-EHptPYA


Cutty Soams
Northumbrian miners believed there were goblins living in their mines. One of the most spiteful was Cutty Soams, named 
because he liked to cut the ropes (soams) used to carry men up and down the mine. Some believed him to be the ghost of a 
man killed in the mines. 

The Shilbottle Bluecap (Blue Bonnet)
Bluecap was a spirit. A light blue flame would often appear whilst the miners were working, flickering and flitting around the 
mine until it settled on a tub of coal and moved it along. To keep this spirit happy, the miners left wages for Bluecap, every 
fortnight. 

Hobthrushes
Hobthrushes were helpful little spirits, who loved to help Northumbrian farmers. They often did all the horrible jobs nobody 
else wanted and worked very hard. The Hobthrush of Elsdon Moat, wore a tattered hat and loved tackling all the drudgery on 
the farm. The thing about Hobthrushes was that they expected no payment for their work and, if a gift were left as a ‘thank 
you’, would vanish forever. When a farmer wanted the Hobthrush of Elsdon Moat to move on, they left a new hat for him and 
his visits would end. 







Maths
Use your mathematical thinking to 

solve some of the following.

Traffic Survey
Undertake a traffic survey of a local 
main road and use a tally count. You 

could observe the types of vehicles or 
compare the traffic flow at different 
times of the day. Using the data you 
collect, produce a graph or chart to 

show your results. 

3D Shapes
Think of as many 3D shapes as you can. 
Can you find what the nets of these 3D 
shapes are? Can you build the 3D shape 

using the net and decorate it in a 
Northumberland theme?

www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zt7xk2p/a
rticles/z247tv4

Area and Perimeter
Can you measure the area and 

perimeter of your garden or a nearby 
outdoor space?

The perimeter is the distance all the 
way around the outside of a 2D shape. 
To work out the perimeter, add up 

the lengths of all the sides.

Area is calculated by multiplying the 
length of a shape by its width.

If your garden or outdoor space is an 
irregular shape, watch this video:

www.youtube.com/watch?v=rYzEh73OII
s

(Watch to 9:05)

Spot the Pattern
Look for patterns either in nature or on 

buildings. What shapes do they use? Do they 
tessellate? How often do they repeat? Can you 

recreate the pattern you find?
www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zjv39j6/articles/zgxwfc

w

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zt7xk2p/articles/z247tv4
http://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv=rYzEh73OIIs
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zjv39j6/articles/zgxwfcw














HISTORY
Blyth dates back to at least the 

12th Century, since then it 
has changed and regenerated 
more times than DR Who!
Blyth has continually moved 

forward and successfully 
evolved so what better place 

to start our project!

Port
Blyth's port has played a huge 

part in its history.
Find out why the port is so 

important and write a report 
to explain how it has changed 

over the last 100 years. Employment
Think about your family what 

work does your mam, dad 
grandad do? What did their 

parents do? Did they work in 
the town?

How far back can you go?
Create a family tree/diagram 
to show how employment 

opportunities have changed.Comparison
These sites have some 

fantastic photographs of 
Blyth in the past. Do you 

recognise any of the places –
take photos of what is like 

now and compare the images.
https://www.chroniclelive.co
.uk/news/gallery/blyth-northumberland-recalled-15-
old-11242682

Evidence
How do we know about 
Blyth's history? Create an 

index to show where different 
evidence can be found to 

explain Blyth's history.https://ww
w.peterloud

.c

o.uk/photo
s/Northumbe

rland/Schoo
l_Photos/Sc

h

ool_Photos
.html

Population
The population in Blyth 

has steadily 
increased. How many 

people live in Blyth now?
Draw a map to show the 

distribution of the 
population across 

Blyth now and at one 
other point in the past.

https://www.chroniclelive.co.uk/news/gallery/blyth-northumberland-recalled-15-old-11242682
https://www.peterloud.co.uk/photos/Northumberland/School_Photos/School_Photos.html




Blyth Wards



And a video clip to remind 
you what you need to 

include.

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=8_NmVtnEEA8

Here is some useful 
vocabulary for your 
report

https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv=8_NmVtnEEA8


GEOGRAPHY
Comparison is an important tool 

for understanding physical and 
human geography.

For this part of your project you 
will need to compare 

Northumberland with a country 
outside the UK that you have 

visited or know about.

Physical features
Create 

two illustrations showing the 
physical features of your 

chosen country and 
Northumberland e.g. 

mountains, rivers,
forests.

Natural disastersBecause of differences in physical geography, countries can experience very different natural events.
Create two newspaper articles to demonstrate this e.g. volcano/ flood

Climate zones
Create a script for, or 

record, a weather 
forecast for your 

chosen country and 
Northumberland.

Settlement
Pretend you are an 
estate agent and 
create two adverts, 
one for a home in 
your chosen country 
and one for a home in 
Northumberland –
include land use if 
possible. Economic activityCreate a job advert 

for each 
location reflecting

trade links 
or distribution of natural resources like energy, food, minerals 

etc



This site provides a real 
estate template you can 

customise online.
https://www.postermywall.com
/index.php/art/template/5a4e9
99bb52f623fc49183b1c65c197

6/real-estate-poster-
template#.XvwCtqjYrrc

https://www.postermywall.com/index.php/art/template/5a4e999bb52f623fc49183b1c65c1976/real-estate-poster-template




Share what you have learnt in 

at least two of the following 

ways:

William Armstrong

HISTORY
Research one of these figures of historical significance

( or another famous Northumbrian
of your choosing)

and explain their impact on the county of 
Northumberland and beyond.

Josephine Butler George StephensonSir John Hall

Biography
Diary 
entry

Comic strip

Blue 
plaque

Record an 
interview











SCIENCE
Animals and plants evolve over 
time to adapt to their changing 

environments

Conservation
Design a nature reserve for Blyth that will 

encourage a variety of desirable plants, 

animals and insects into the area.

Include an explanation for each item in your 
design e.g. lavender bushes have 

appealing purple flowers, they attract 
butterflies, smell beautiful and need 

the minimum of care.

Environment

Think about your local area.

Develop a list of actions that are 

needed to protect the environment 

and make it a better place to live.

Create a poster 
to encourage people to 
act responsibly e.g. taking 

litter home from the beach.

Biodiversity
Choose at least 2 different habitat 

in Northumberland (beach, forest , river 
etc.) and research its biodiversity.

Create a fact file for each habit





Fact File Example



Area Planning Example



Area Planning Example



ART

Click the link below for some more 
examples.
https://www.durhambannermakers.c
o.uk/

Build up a bank of sketches 
of all your favourite places 
Northumberland. Here are 
a couple of tutorials to 
get you started,

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=deRPjVSpwXI

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=-UYAeOEA1lY

Abstract
Watch this short video and 
then have a go at creating 
an abstract piece of art 
that reflects how you feel 
about Northumberland
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=h92COXQlBt8

Try recreating a famous 
piece of art but giving it a 
Northumbrian twist

Picasso's sailor

Picasso's sailor in
a Spartans shirt!

Mining plays a significant role in local 
history.

Sketch all the things you like about 
Northumberland then use some of 

your ideas to design a miner's banner .

https://www.durhambannermakers.co.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv=deRPjVSpwXI
https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv=-UYAeOEA1lY
https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv=h92COXQlBt8


DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY

Research – Design - Create - Photograph - Evaluate

Evaluate your work.

Research and sketch some 
of the sculptures that are 

on display in 
Northumberland - there 

are a huge amount to 
choose from!

Create a directory of your 
favourite sculpture in the 

area – make sure you 
include a brief description 
of the sculpture, the area 
where it can be seen and 
the name of the sculptor.

Use your research to 
help you design your own 
sculpture. Think carefully 

about what you want it to 
represent about your 

county.

Create a sculpture made 
from natural materials that 

can be found in 
Northumberland.



Music



Create a dictionary of the unfamilar words in the song – you can extend this by adding more Geordie words and phrases.

MUSIC
Northumberland has a distinctive style of 

folk music which includes:

border ballads, the Northumbrian smallpipe and a 
strong fiddle tradition. It is one of the most widely 

known forms of folk music in Britain.

Listen to this instrumental 

version of 'Weel May the 

Keel Row'

https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=4tFaznuXjPM

And now a version with 
lyrics:

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=JFTqM2ttD5I

Some of the words in the 

lyrics may be unfamiliar.

They are 

traditional Northumbrian –

very much like Geordie. Think of your favourite song 
and change the lyrics using 

your Northumbrian
dictionary

The next page has some 
examples to get you started.

You are now going to 
create your own 

Northumbrian song.

https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv=4tFaznuXjPM
https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv=JFTqM2ttD5I




Let It Go

The snow glows white on the mountain tonight
Not a footprint to be seen
A kingdom of isolation
And it looks like I'm the queen
The wind is howling like this swirling storm inside
Couldn't keep it in, heaven knows I've tried
Don't let them in, don't let them see
Be the good girl you always have to be
Conceal, don't feel, don't let them know
Well, now they know
Let it go, let it go
Can't hold it back anymore
Let it go, let it go
Turn away and slam the door
I don't care what they're going to say
Let the storm rage on
The cold never bothered me anyway

Let It Gan

The snaa glows white on the montin the neet
Aa cannit see a footprint
A kingdom aal alain
And it looks like am the queen
The wind is blowin a hooly like this storm in me belly
Aa cannit keep it in, even though a had a gan
Divvent let them in, divvent let them see
Be the good lass ye aalways have to be
Hide it, divvent feel, divvent let them knaa
Well, now the knaa
Let it gan, let it gan
Cannit hold it back nemore
Let it gan, let it gan
Torn arund an slam the door
I divvent care what they're ganna say
Let the storm rage on
The caald never bothers is anyhow


