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14th July 2020 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
As we approach the end of the school year, I wanted to write to you to provide as much information as possible about my 
arrangements for school in September. 
 
I am sure you will understand that plans are being put in place that are completely subject to change as the situation 
around Coronavirus and Covid-19 develops.  I really hope developments are positive and that the restrictions detailed 
below are as short term as I can possibly make them.  That said, I do think parents and carers should be prepared for the 
fact that these temporary arrangements could be in place throughout winter because in addition to the potential ongoing 
risks of Covid-19, school will be facing the added annual risk of winter flu and norovirus, which are always prevalent at 
this time of year. 
 
The Department for Education issued comprehensive guidance at the beginning of this month and explained the actions 
schools should be taking to support the full opening of schools.  Their guidance is guidance.   They are obviously not based 
on the specifics of our school context and so I have made some decisions that I think minimise the risks for our pupils, 
staff, parents and carers. 
 
 In an effort to keep this letter to a reasonable length, I will detail the main information in sections and bullet points below. 

• Attendance at school is mandatory / compulsory for all pupils from September and school reopens on Wednesday, 

September 2nd. 

• School lunches MUST be ordered through “School Grid” (our online booking system).  Teachers are no longer 

able to order lunches for the children at registration time in the classroom. 

• Children bringing packed lunches must use a daily disposable carrier bag to bring their lunch in.  It needs to be 

very clearly names as we expect to receive a lot of carrier bags from the same supermarket chain.  

• Parents / carers need to complete their child's Annual Blanket Consent / SV5 form.  The form can be found on 

the school website, in the “About” section under “Additional Information for Parents”. Please ensure that this 

is completed in full for each child in school as soon as possible.   

• All children need to wear full school uniform. 

• PE will take place outside wherever possible and we would like each child to bring a pair of trainers in a named 

bag that can be used on a daily basis for our outdoor work.  Children will need to remember to bring them home 

each weekend.  Pupils in Y1 and Y2 will also need to bring Wellies for use in our Woodland Walk.   

• Only one parent or carer should bring their child / children to school and where possible, we would like parents 

to “buddy up” to share delivery and collection arrangements. 

• Drop off and collection times need to be prompt and punctual.  We will not have time to deal with late arrivals 

as children from other year groups will be arriving and / or gates will need to be locked and school would then 

need to be contacted by telephone. 

• No parents or carers can come onto the school playground or into the school building without a prior 

appointment.  Staff will collect children from the appropriate gate (and for KS1 parents and carers, from the path 

on the school field). 

• Mrs Elton has emailed parents and carers of children in Nursery and Reception informing them about starting 

times and arrangements. 

• Parents and carers must not linger at the school gates once their child has been handed over to school staff.  We 

will mark out the “no waiting zones” on the pavement if we are permitted to do that. 
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Staggered starts and dismissals (required to reduce congestion at gates and entrances to school and when moving around 
the building) 
KS1 (Y1 Puffins, Y1 Penguins, Y2 Coastguards, Y2 Lifeboats) - 8.45am drop off and 3pm collection from the path on the 
main school field.  
KS2 (Y3 Kittiwakes, Y3 Oystercatchers, Y4 Whales, Y4 Dolphins - 9.00am drop off and 3.15pm collection at the gate at 
the bottom of the field 
KS2 (Y5 Galleons, Y5 Submarines, Y6 Atlantis, Y6 Neptune) – 9.00am drop off and 3.15pm collection at the gate next to 
the playground ramp by the pelican crossing. 
  
We hope to begin our Breakfast Club as soon as possible and our After School Activity Club once we have assessed the 
situation with Breakfast Club.   We will inform parents and carers about starting dates on our school website.   The difficulty 
with these clubs is because they include children from different year group “bubbles” and so the risk of mixing and in turn, 
infection transmission is higher.  The DfE guidance states that parents and carers should not use more than one provider 
for childcare so we will not be able to offer places at these clubs to children who also have a childminder or other wrap 
around care as part of their weekly arrangements.  
 
In terms of life inside school from September, I want to reassure parents and carers that I have organised an easing of 
restrictions around many of our Covid-19 systems but that many still remain.  I know school will still look and feel very 
different for children who have not been in the building during the period of lockdown and wider reopening.   Please know 
that all staff will do everything possible to make returning to school, a happy and successful experience for all our children. 
 
Finally, I really want to take this opportunity to thank you all for your constant support and faith in my leadership as 
Headteacher.  The uncertainty we have lived with over the last five months is hopefully lessening as restrictions are lifted 
across the country, but we all need to remain alert and be prepared for further cases of Covid-19 locally. 
I really appreciate the fact that parents and carers have understood the need for my cautious, measured and carefully 
monitored approach to the easing of restrictions in school.  Our safety record to date is highly successful and I want to do 
everything possible to ensure that continues when we welcome all children back to school in September. 
 
With best wishes for a very safe summer. 
 
Mrs. A-M Armstrong 
Headteacher 
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