
 

‘Newsham News’ 
Issue 02 2020-21 

Date: 25th September 2020 

N e w s h a m  P r i m a r y  S c h o o l  

 

Plastic Packed Lunch Boxes - Special Lunch Thursday 1st October  
From Monday, September 28th, plastic packed lunch boxes can be brought into school.   
They must be very clearly labelled with your child’s full name (I would suggest a        
permanent marker) and washed in hot soapy water each evening.   
However, on Thursday 1st October, we are planning a special lunch of pizza and 
chips, this will be a trial of how we can manage ‘hot’ food in school.  Please pre-order 
your child’s lunch via school grid.  We would love to see as many children as possible 
ordering a school lunch on this day.  Backpacks, bags and pencil cases are still not allowed.   
Thank-you for your support and understanding.  
 
Newsham Side Club (the one with the flat roof at the end of Warwick Street) 
Could parents and carers please ensure that they do not park in front of the dray / along the side of 
the club as this is affecting deliveries.  There is a big sign, which says, “Please don’t park here”.  The 
Club is more than happy for our school community to use the rest of the car park but this area needs 
to be kept clear at all times. 
 
Punctuality 
I absolutely understand that circumstances are difficult at the moment and that some families are 
juggling different times and gates at the beginning of the day but our modified systems will only 
work if everyone is able to get to us on time. 
This week we have still had children who were so late that their parents had to phone the school 
office and separate arrangements had to be made to unlock gates and collect children. 
As previously stated, I do understand how difficult this all is but please work with the times we have 
set for each year group.  Many thanks. 
 

Quote of the Week:   
Respectful  Responsible  Resilient  Relentless  Reflective  Resourceful  Reasoning                                

The 7 Rs – “All that we are.  All that we do”. 

Star Pupils of the Week 

W/B 21st September 2020 

Starfish - Huda 

Seahorses - Sophie 

Puffins - Archie 

Penguins - Kellin 

Lifeboats - Ellie-Anne 

Coastguards - Poppy 

Kittiwakes - Libby 

Oystercatchers - Jake  

Whales - Charlie 

Dolphins - Olly  

Galleons - Zac 

Submarines - Tia 

Neptune - Ruby 

Atlantis - Oliver 

Lunch Menu Please book your child’s lunch via School Grid  

Day What is happening 

Monday 28th September  Virtual Whole School Assembly with Mrs Armstrong 

Tuesday 29th September Reception Parents’ Evening - please make a telephone 
appointment 

Wednesday 30th September  

Thursday 1st October Pizza and Chips for Lunch - please order via School 
Grid 

Reception Parents’ Evening - please make a telephone 
appointment 

Friday 2nd October Virtual Whole School Assembly with Mr Jones and 
Mrs Elton 

Word of the Week: 
Responsible; awarded to Lyra in Lifeboats. In a new and strange time, Lyra    

always makes sure she has all of her resources ready and organised for learning. 

She makes sure she keeps her area safe so nobody has any injuries. She           

encourages others to do the same.   

Example of 
plastic lunch 
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Staggered Arrival and Collection Times 
I hope parents and carers have had the chance to watch the video we posted on our school’s        
Facebook page this week.  During the video, I asked parents and carers to start to prepare our 
younger children to be able to come onto our site quickly and safely from the gates in the near     
future.  This is because the fields will becoming increasingly wet over the coming weeks and months 
and I need to try to prevent as many adults as possible from coming onto the grassed areas of the 
school site. 
In order to make this new system work in a way that keeps everyone safe, I am going to have to 
change and extend the overall times for arrivals and collections.  This will not mean that year groups 
get longer to arrive but it will provide more separation between year groups as we will be using the 
tarmac paths rather than the fields.  I am really sorry that I will have to change our current fair 
weather arrangements but as you know, I am managing a large school on a large site with ever 
changing circumstances and I really appreciate your constant support during these unprecedented 
times.    
 
Please ensure vital forms have been completed! 
Despite numerous emails and phone calls home, we still have a number of outstanding Annual   
Blanket Consent forms and also Asthma card forms that we are waiting to be returned from various 
families.  Both these forms are available to complete electronically on our website and they are   
absolutely vital to the successful operation of our home school systems.  Never has this been more 
important than during this pandemic. 
Flu immunisation forms also need to be completed as a matter of urgency.  They should be placed in 
the plastic box at the gate, which is being held by a member of staff each day. Many thanks. 
 
Coronavirus and Covid-19 
Just another quick post about Coronavirus as I'm aware some parents and carers might be            
continuing to feel generally concerned and are likely to be watching news updates as the days go by.  
Obviously, the international, national and local situation in relation to the spread of Coronavirus is 
changing on an ongoing basis.  That said, Public Health England and the Department for Education 
continue to provide Headteacher's with daily advice / updates and Northumberland County Council 
are also including briefings in their correspondence to schools.  I am continuing to read them all 
carefully and will inform everybody of any further specific advice for our school if it becomes       
necessary.  
As Headteacher of Newsham Primary School, I need to prioritise the health and safety of pupils and 
staff on our school site.  Obviously as adults, we are all responsible for decisions around our own 
health and well-being and whilst Coronavirus is a real concern, other minor ailments such as colds, 
sore throats etc, which are likely to be completely unrelated, will still be around at this time of year 
and moving forwards into the winter.  My advice would always be to undertake regular episodes of 
handwashing for twenty seconds, coughing or sneezing into a tissue that can then be disposed of 
and maintaining social distance as the key measures to prevent the spread of any virus.    
The current symptoms for Covid-19 as identified by Public Health England are; 
 
 A new or persistent cough 
 A fever 
 Loss of taste or smell 

Yours sincerely 
Mrs A-M Armstrong 

Headteacher 
 


