
Year 5 English- Stay Where You Are And Then Leave               

Week beginning 9th November

Monday, 9th November

What do these words have in common? 

when
as soon as

before
whenever

if
since

although
until

because
after



They are conjunctions!

A conjunction links two or more words, phrases or clauses together.

Think about what type of conjunctions they are and why would we use them.

There are two MAIN types of conjunctions we use within sentences…….

co-ordinating conjunctions (e.g. and) link two main clauses together as an equal pair to create a compound 

sentence. We usually remember these words using the acronym ‘FANBOYS’ (for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so)

subordinating conjunctions (e.g. when) introduce a subordinate clause. You can remember some of the 

most useful subordinating conjunctions by...



I SAW A WABUB!

…is an acronym to help you remember the first letters 
of some of the most important subordinating 

conjunctions.



Subordinating conjunctions list

•After

•Although

•As

•As if

•As long as

•Because

•Before

•Even though

•If

•If only

•Now

•Now that

•Once

•Whether

•Which

•While

•Rather than

•Since

•So that

•Than

•That

•Though

•Till

•Unless

•Until

•When

•Where

But there are so many you can use…



Subordinating conjunction examples

•Alfie had been so miserable ever since Kalena left.

•Margie had to take on so many jobs because they were short of money.

•He had to get his dad away from the hospital so that he could care for him 

properly.

•Alfie liked living in Damley Road even though the neighbours could sometimes be 

nosey.

•Can you spot the subordinating conjunctions?

•You can change the order of the subordinating clause by adding it to 

the beginning of the sentence. You would need to insert a comma to 

separate the two clauses.

•Ever since Kalena left, Alfie had been so miserable.

•So that he could care for him properly, Alfie had to get his dad away from the 

hospital.



Now it’s your turn!

In your jotters/ on paper, can you write down a list of sentences using 

SUBORDINATING CONJUNCTIONS connected to what has happened in our novel 

so far?

You can then try to uplevel your work by adding 

FRONTED ADVERBIALS and EXPANDED

NOUN PHRASES

which we learned about last week.



Year 5 English- Stay Where You Are And Then Leave 

Tuesday, 10th November and Wednesday, 11th November

Warm up starter!

Can you uplevel these sentences by adding fronted adverbials, expanded noun 

phrases and subordinating conjunctions/ clauses?

Alfie wanted his dad to leave the hospital.

Georgie suffered from nightmares.

The hospital was a terrible place.

Alfie tried to persuade his father to leave.

Georgie didn’t recognise his own son.



Alfie was facing a terrible dilemma…….

should he break his father out of the hospital or would it be better for Georgie to stay?

In your jotters/ on paper, can you make a list of reasons for and against taking his father 

home?

E.g.

FOR                                                       AGAINST

Margie has just started training as a nurse            Georgie wouldn’t have the medication

so she would be able to care for her                  he would need if he left the hospital.                  

husband at home.



What should Alfie do? He can’t talk it over with anyone he knows, so he decides to write a letter to an ‘Agony 

Aunt’, who gives readers advice in the local newspaper. It would definitely be worth using some of his shoeshine 

money. He writes down why he feels he should take his dad home (your FOR reasons) as that is what he wants 

to do, but still needs someone else’s advice before he takes such an important step.

What would the features of such a letter be?

Here is an example of someone who desperately wants to get a dog but his mum won’t let him!





Now,  Alfie’s dilemma is much worse, so he would need to explain to the person giving 

advice, in more detail.

•Structure - Introduction – elaboration of problem – request for advice

•Informality of the letter

•Try not to repeat the word ‘worry’ or ‘worried’ see if you can think of other words 

instead 

•Put yourself into the role of Alfie – What/how would you be thinking and feeling?

- What would be preying on your mind?

Could you try to fit in expanded noun phrases, fronted adverbials 

and subordinating conjunctions?



Read out your letters to your class or people at home. You will be looking 

for…..

1. No address/informal = 1 point

2. Description of problem = 1 point

3. Description of feelings = 1 point

4. Question needing response = 1 point

5. Expanded noun phrases = 1 point

6.Subordinating conjunctions= 1 point

7. Fronted adverbials= 1 point

• So you should have a final mark out of 7!

• Discuss any features which have been left out or which you think could be improved. 

REMEMBER constructive criticism only 



Year 5 English- Stay Where You Are And Then Leave               

Thursday, 12th and Friday, 13th November

Spelling focus: adverbs ending in ‘ly’

You have been set a list of spellings as one of your homework tasks for this week. These have to be learned for 

a test in school or at home, tomorrow!

Spend 20 minutes focussing on your words.

Remember the strategies we use for learning spellings……

Look, cover, write, say is a really important one, but there are so many fun activities you can do,  to help 

you remember.

Let’s explore them…..





Now, back to those ‘Agony Aunt’ letters.… 

The reply…..

Dear Newcastle United Fan, 
You can’t make your mum suddenly like dogs, but you could make her more aware of your 
loneliness. Talk to her about how you feel and what you’d like to be different. I know it 
seems like a dog is the answer to your emptiness at the moment, but in your heart of 
hearts you know what you want is a different life. The sort of life you really want, with 
mates and freedom, isn’t one that a dog will fit into. It’s corny, I know, but a dog is for life. 
It’s a major commitment. And who’s going to look after it when you’re ready to move on, 
which you will be soon? Don’t get a dog, work on getting a life. You have a whole lifetime 
ahead to have dogs.

What is special about the highlighted sections?





Now, you are going to reply to Alfie’s letter (which you wrote the other day.)

Read the letter again to remind yourself about the dilemma.

Look carefully at your AGAINST arguments. You are going to try to persuade him not to do 

it!

Write a reply to the letter you have received using all the features we have looked at.

Remember:

• Use connectives to present different points of view

•Use ‘you’ (second person)to form a relationship

•First person, I, to give your opinion

• Informal/colloquial (chatty) style

•Use a spoken quality in your reply….Oh, Alfie, you must be so worried

• Sympathise with your reader 

• Use IMPERTIVE verbs 

•Use noun phrases, fronted adverbials and subordinating conjunctions in different places.

•Use rhetorical questions….What good would it do you?

• Sum up your advice at the end 



Remember to frequently stop and re-read what you have written.

Ask yourself….

Does it make sense? 

Have I missed out any words?

Have I used accurate punctuation? (Full stops, capital letters, commas, question marks, 

exclamation marks, parenthesis, semi-colons etc, which we have talked about in class.)

Have I used the features of a persuasive letter?

Have I used examples of expanded noun phrases, fronted adverbials and subordinating 

conjunctions?

If you have, it will be awesome and just what Alfie needs before he does something which he 

might later regret.



When you have finished writing your letter, share it with others in 

your class or people at home.

Ask them to check you have used the necessary features from your 

checklist.

If you haven’t, go back and use your purple pen to edit and improve 

your work.

Once you are satisfied, re-read your improved version to someone 

and then produce a final draft to go on display/ put in your English 

book.  A piece of work to be proud of.


