
Library Books

Your child will have the chance to choose a 

new Library book every fortnight on a Friday. 

The Library folder will be dated with a return 

date. Please return on this date, to allow for 

sufficient quarantine time.

Welcome back!

Within this newsletter you will find information about what your child will be learning between now and the half term 

break. We will be working through the 40-60 age band objectives in the ‘Development Matters’ document and they 

will be brought to life through our topic of ‘Why do squirrels hide their nuts?’

We hope you find this information useful. If you have any questions, please feel free to speak to your child’s class 

teacher or Mrs Elton (EYFS Leader).

Physical Education

Unfortunately, due to circumstances surrounding Covid-19, we are unable to teach PE as we normally would. Therefore, your child does not 

need a PE kit currently. We will keep you updated as the situation changes. In the meantime, we enjoy lots of physical activity each day in EYFS, 

such as Wake and Shake, the climbing frame and outdoor play, to promote your child's physical development.

The school day begins at 

9.00am and finishes at

3:30pm. Arriving on time is 

essential.

Reminders

All children should bring a water 

bottle to school every day please. 

Water bottles should only contain 

plain water and must be named.

Children should bring a warm coat, 

gloves, hat and scarf as the weather 

begins to get chilly. The children spend 

a lot of their time outdoors so need to 

be appropriately dressed. We are no 

longer encouraging children to come 

to school in wellies, as we do not cross 

a muddy field at collection times, 

however if your child would like to 

leave a pair of named wellies in school, 

that would be very helpful for wet 

days.

All belongings should be clearly 

labelled with your child’s name.

Key Dates

We do not know what Christmas will 

look like this year and whether our 

usual activities will take place, 

however we will keep you informed 

via Tapestry, the school website and 

school Facebook page.

We break up at 2pm on

18th Dec.

Tapestry

You should be well up and

running with Tapestry now.

Please remember to upload 

photographs, videos and 

comments to your child’s Tapestry online 

learning journal. Also, please remember to 

check your child’s Tapestry account regularly 

for new observations and press the ‘like’ 

button to let us know you have seen it. If you 

have any problems logging on, please contact a 

member of staff via the office telephone.



Why do squirrels hide their nuts?

This half term, we’ll visit our woodland, at the bottom of the field, to observe and

experience the enchanting autumnal environment, collecting autumn treasures as we crunch

through piles of fallen leaves. Back in the classroom, we’ll sort our treasures into different

categories, create art work, and dry and flatten leaves to decorate. We’ll learn about

woodland animals and discuss the features that allow animals to survive through winter. In

our literacy lessons, we’ll snuggle up and listen to autumnal stories and write woodland tales

together. In mathematics, we’ll thread and count conkers and dried fruit and collect and

order sticks of different lengths. We’ll roll up our sleeves to make autumnal treats, a delicious

harvest soup and animal feeders for our forest friends. Outside once more, we’ll set up a

mud kitchen and use Autumn treasures to make tasty recipes.

Communication, Language and Literacy

To support your child in this area we will talk about what we see and find when we go on

our 'woodland walk' making links to what we have learned and encouraging children to ask

what, when, how and why questions. We will learn new vocabulary and talk about

experiences we have had. We will share a range of texts with the children and snuggle as

we listen to stories such as ‘Squirrel’s Busy Day’ and ‘Bear Snores On.’

You can support your child by talking about their experiences at school, looking at

photographs on Tapestry helps with this, and by going on your own Autumn walks and

commenting on the changes you can see in the environment and nature.

Literacy

We will continue to work within Phase 2 of Letters and Sounds, 

learning how to read and write words with single sounds and 

digraphs such as ck, ll, ss and ff. Children will be supported to 

start to read and write a short caption in Phonics and to also 

begin to apply what they have learnt in phonics indepently during 

play.We have attached a Phase 2 sound mat for your reference 

when practising at home. In our reading area there will be a rich 

variety of stories linked to our topic, as well as some old 

favourites, and some non-fiction topic books.

Helping your child to write their full name will help them be 

more independent at this stage.

Reading

Reading with your child is so 

important! We will read individually 

with your child in school on a 

Friday. At this time, your child will be 

able to change their book. Please note, 

this book must be returned on a 

Monday to allow for sufficient 

quarantine time, Please read school 

reading books at least twice over the 

weekend and make a comment in 

their yellow reading record.

Your child will also soon bring home 

an additional phonics book as their 

recognition of sounds and their 

blending skills increase. There is 

additional information on how to 

support your child reading with these 

books, in the yellow reading record 

and in the books themselves.



Expressive Arts and Design

This half term, children will be encouraged 

to interpret what they have observed and 

collected, making leaf art, collage animals 

and carefully choosing and experimenting 

with mixing colour.

They will be encouraged to be imaginative 

and role play in our animal sanctuary and 

use small world woodland animals to 

develop a narrative in their play based on 

the learning through our topic.

We will be learning lots of new songs and 

rhymes at Christmas time and will enjoy 

dressing up to perform them to our 

friends.
Personal, Social and Emotional wellbeing

The children will continue to learn about 

sharing and taking turns as we introduce new 

resources into the classroom areas.

Through circle time we learn about friendships 

and what it means to be a good friend. We will 

discuss how to try to sort out disagreements.

Understanding the World

This half term we will investigate the features of our own environment and explore our 

outdoor area and the woodland at the bottom of the field. We will observe the changes that 

our happening to the leaves and trees and collect Autumn treasures. We will look carefully at 

what we have collected back in the classroom. We will learn about hibernation and the 

animals that do this and find out the answers to questions such as why squirrels hide their 

nuts?

To support your child’s learning with this topic you could go on an Autumn adventure and 

collect a bag of Autumn treasure to bring into school; you may be able to find something 

that isn’t in our woodland area.

We will begin designated ICT sessions in our computer suite, where the children will be able 

to develop their skills using their own computer. We will be exploring our new ‘Purple Mash’ 

programme.

Physical Development

This half term the children will 

continue to be encouraged to hold 

their pencil in a tripod grip and form 

the letters and numbers they are 

learning correctly. They will practise 

using scissors with increased control 

and when making soup will, with 

supervision, use knives and graters to 

chop vegetables.

Using our bodies, we will safely use 

space to move around in different 

ways. We will play games linked to our 

topic such ‘Hibernating Hedgehogs’ and 

move like the animals we are learning 

about. This game requires the children 

to listen carefully to instructions and 

control their bodies.

Maths

To begin this half term we will learn 

that objects can be sorted into groups 

based on their colour, shape, size and 

other characteristics. The children will 

use their autumn treasures to 

consider what is the same in a set, and 

what is different between two sets or 

more.

Following this will focus on numbers 

6-10. We will practise careful couting 

(touching each object as we say the 

number) to find out how many are 

there altogether, couting out these 

amounts from a larger set, recognsing 

key representations of these amounts 

and recognising the numerals 6-10. 


