
The Great Fire of 

London
Welcome back!

Within this newsletter you will find information about what your child will be learning between now and the Christmas

holidays. All of the objectives are taken from the National Curriculum and they will be brought to life through our wider

themes of 'The Great Fire of London' and 'The Dark'.

We hope you find this information useful. If you have any questions, please feel free to speak to your child’s class teacher or

Mr. Smith (Senior Leader).

We hope you and your child have another great half term!

KS1Team

The school day beings at 8:40am and 

finishes at 3:10pm.

Your child should wear an appropriate PE kit on their

PE day. Please bear in mind that the session may be

outdoors so jogging bottoms would be appropriate on

colder days.

Don’t forget - jewellery is not allowed. Earrings should

be removed at home on PE days unless you have

completed the annual blanket consent form on the

school website.

Y2 PE: Tuesday

Your child should bring their reading 

book in their folder on their designated 

reading day (Monday or Tuesday). 

Remember to keep reading with your 

child at home – the more reading your 

child does, the better! Aim for at least 

four times a week.



English

Speaking and Listening

The children will learn to:

•Participate in discussion about what is read, taking turns and listening to 

what others say;

• Listen and respond appropriately to adults and peers;

• Articulate and justify answers and opinions;

• Speak audibly and fluently with an increasing command of Standard 

English;

• Use spoken language to develop understanding through imagining and 

exploring ideas in discussion, role-play and drama

• Participate in discussions, performances, role play, improvisations and 

debate about what has been read;

• Ask relevant questions to extend knowledge and understanding;

• Consider and evaluate viewpoints, attending to and building on the 

contributions of others

Literacy Units of Work

The children will be exploring

Narrative and information texts using the 

following historical studies:

The Great Fire of London

Reading

The children will learn to:

•Be introduced to non-fiction books that are structured in different ways

• Discuss and clarify the meanings of words, linking new meanings to known vocabulary

• Draw on what they already know or on background information and vocabulary provided 

by the teacher

• Check that the text makes sense to them as they read, and correcting inaccurate reading

• Make inferences on the basis of what is being said and done

• Answer and ask questions

• Predict what might happen on the basis of what has been read so far

• Participate in discussion about books and other works that are read to them and those 

that they can read for themselves, taking turns and listening to what others say

• Explain and discuss their understanding of books and other material, both those that they 

listen to and those that they read for themselves

Writing

The children will learn to:

•Develop positive attitudes towards and stamina for writing

• Write narratives about the experiences of others (real and fictional)

• Write about real events

• Write for different purposes

• Consider what they are going to write before beginning

• Plan or saying out loud what they are going to write about

• Write down ideas and/or key words, including new vocabulary

• Encapsulate what they want to say, sentence by sentence

• Make simple additions, revisions and corrections to their own writing

• Evaluate their writing with the teacher and other pupils

• Reread to check that their writing makes sense and that verbs to 

indicate time are used correctly and consistently, including verbs in 

the continuous form;

• Proofread to check for errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation 

(for example, ends of sentences punctuated correctly);

• Read aloud what they have written with appropriate intonation to 

make the meaning clear.

Handwriting

The children will:

• Revision of Autumn 1

• Write numbers: 1-100

• Introduce ee, le, ea, igh, dg, ng, oo, oa

Phonics & Spelling

The children will learn:

Phase 5 GPCs, inc. polysyllabic words

Adding endings –ing’, ‘-ed’, ‘-er’, ‘-est’ to words ending in ‘e’ 

with a consonant before it

Adding ‘y’ to words ending in ‘e’ with a consonant before it

Adding ‘–ing’, ‘-ed’, ‘-er’, ‘-est’ and ‘y’ to words of one 

syllable ending in a single consonant after a single vowel

Adding ‘–ing’, ‘-ed’, ‘-er’, ‘-est’ and ‘y’

Key Stage 1

Year 2

Autumn Two



Number: Multiplication and Divison

The children will learn to:

• Recall and use multiplication and division facts for the 2, 5 and 

10 times tables, including recognising odd and even numbers.

• Calculate mathematical statements for multiplication and 

division within the multiplication tables and write them using 

the multiplication (x), division (÷) and equals (=) sign.

• Solve problems involving multiplication and division, using 

materials, arrays, repeated addition, mental methods and 

multiplication and division facts, including problems in contexts.

• Show that the multiplication of two numbers can be done in 

any order (commutative) and division of one number by 

another cannot.

Key Instant Recall Facts 

(KIRFs)

By the end of the half term, 

children must:

• Know their number bonds to 

20.

Maths Units of Work

Weeks 1-2

Number: Addition & Subtraction
Week 3
Money
Weeks 4-5

Number: Multiplication and Division

Week 6

Statistics

Week7

Consolidation and Assessment

Maths

Statistics

The children will learn to:

• Interpret and construct simple pictograms, tally charts, block 

diagrams and simple tables.

• Ask and answer simple questions by counting the number of 

objects in each category and sorting the categories by 

quantity. 

• Ask and answer questions about totalling and comparing 

categorical data.

Measurement: Money

The children will learn to:

• Recognise and use symbols 

for pounds (£) and pence (p); 

combine amounts to make a 

particular value.

• Find different combinations 

of coins that equal the same 

amounts of money.

Key Stage 1

Year 2

Autumn One

Number: Addition and Subtraction

The children will learn to:

• Recall and use addition and subtraction facts to 20 fluently,and derive 

and use related facts up to 100.

• Add and subtract numbers using concrete objects, 

pictorial representations, and mentally, including: a two-digit 

number and ones; a two-digit number and tens; two two-digit numbers; 

adding three one-digit numbers.

• Show that the addition of two numbers can be done in any order 

(commutative) and subtraction of one number from another cannot.

• Solve problems with addition and subtraction: using concrete objects 

and pictorial representations, including those involving numbers, 

quantities and measures; applying their increasing knowledge of mental 

and written methods.

• Recognise and use the inverse relationship between addition and 

subtraction and use this to check calculations and solve missing 
number problems.



Science

Year Two

Uses of Everyday Materials

How do we choose materials?

Identify and compare the suitability of a variety of everyday 

materials, including wood, metal, plastic, glass, brick, rock, 

paper and cardboard for particular uses.

Find out how the shapes of solid objects made from some 

materials can be changed by squashing, bending, twisting and 

stretching.

Classification

Group by difference, similarity or change.

Link properties of materials to an application

Designing Experiments

Select equipment for a task from a list

Notice obvious risk in my investigation

Follow short written instructions

During Years 1 and 2, pupils will be taught to use the following practical scientific methods, processes and skills throughout each science topic:

• asking simple questions and recognising that they can be answered in different ways

• observing closely, using simple equipment
• performing simple tests

• identifying and classifying
• using their observations and ideas to suggest answers to questions

• gathering and recording data to help in answering questions.

Working Scientifically

Key Stage 1

Year 2

Autumn One

Revisit and Revise

(Autumn into Winter)

Observe changes across the four 

seasons

Observe and describe weather 

associated with the seasons and how 

day length varies.



History

London’s Burning

Events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or globally or events 

commemorated through festivals or anniversaries

Great Fire of London

• Understand when, where and how the GFoL started and spread.

• Explain how we know about the GFoL from a variety of primary sources

• Show awareness of how London has changed, including its buildings, people and transport.

• Imagine and write about the experiences of people in different historical periods based on 

factual evidence (Covered in English) 

1. London in the Past (linking to Homes in the Past- explore Tudor houses and streets, linking to 

science: materials)

2. Life in the 17th Century

3. The Events of the Great Fire

4. How do we know about the GF?

5. What happened after the GF?

6. London in the Present Day

7. What have we learned from the GF? How and why have homes changed?

Geography

Locational Knowledge

• Name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans

Locational Knowledge 

• Name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and capital 

cities of the United Kingdom and its surrounding seas

Geographical Skills and Fieldwork

• Use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United Kingdom and its 

countries.



Design and Technology

Mechanisms: Explore how to use mechanisms to create a 

model water well.

Create a water well to help put out the fire in London.

Design

Design purposeful, functional, appealing products for themselves and other users based on design 

criteria

generate, develop, model and communicate their ideas through talking, drawing, templates, mock-ups 

and, where appropriate, information and communication technology

Make

Select from and use a range of tools and equipment to perform practical tasks [for example, cutting, 

shaping, joining and finishing]

Select from and use a wide range of materials and components, including construction materials, 

textiles and ingredients, according to their characteristics

Evaluate

Explore and evaluate a range of existing products

Evaluate their ideas and products against design criteria

Technical knowledge

Explore and use mechanisms [wheels, axles, pulleys and levers] in their products

Explore and use wheels, axles and axle holders.

Distinguish between fixed and freely moving axles.

Know and use technical vocabulary relevant to the project.

Skill

I can measure and mark out to nearest cm.

I can demonstrate a range of joining techniques (such as gluing, hinges or combining materials to 

strengthen).

I can create products using winding mechanisms.

RE

Christianity: Festivals and Celebrations

• Learn about aspects of the festival of Christmas

• Discuss the significance of Advent as a season of preparation for Christmas

• Know that Christmas is important to Christians because it celebrates the birth 

of Jesus

• Know that Christmas is a special and happy time of the year involving special 

stories, events, artefacts and traditions

• Consider ways in which Christians think of Jesus as God’s gift to the world, and 

of how he brought hope, happiness, joy, peace, etc.

• Know that the Bible is the source for information about Jesus’ birth.



Music

GFoL

• Use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking chants and rhymes

• Play tuned and untuned instruments musically

• Listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-quality live and recorded music

• Experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the inter-related dimensions of music

• Build confidence in singing, saying chants and rhymes and simple use of instruments.

• Foster appraising skills across a range of music styles and discriminate between different sounds 

and instruments.

• Include clapping-games and dance-rhythms to join in with; melodies going high, low, up, down 

and in zigzags; harmonies to hum, and a famous round to sing in two parts

• Discover musical textures through hearing ‘early’ instruments; find out how keyboards and the 

orchestra developed and create ‘sound-pictures’ using body percussion and voices - develop as 

group compositions with classroom instruments

• Sing songs based on tunes that the children will be familiar with already including ‘London’s 

burning!’ and ‘London Bridge has fallen down’.

Christmas Performance Songs

Use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking chants and rhymes

Personal, Social, Health and Economic Education

Health and Wellbeing

Learn:

• About the benefits of a healthy lifestyle

different ways to stay healthy 

• About basic personal hygiene routines

• About the importance of taking care of personal hygiene

• About the importance of taking care of their own health 

About what happens if they don’t take care of their health

• About what it means to make a real and informed choice 

• About what can influence our choices

• How choices influence the way we look and feel

• About the role of medicines

Anti-Bullying Week

Learn:

• About ways to resist teasing and bullying

• How coping strategies can be used



PE

Gymnastics

Landscapes and Cityscapes

To master basic movements such as developing balance, agility and co-ordination, and begin to 
apply these in a range of activities in the context of ‘use basic
geographical vocabulary to refer to: key physical features, including:
beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, season and 
weather; key human features, including: city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, port, 
harbour and shop.

• Move and balance with agility and coordination
• Successfully complete three types of roll
• Roll from one role into another
• Make a shape and hold it to give movements a clear finish
• Roll with control and coordination
• Make long, thin shapes with my body
• Straight jump
• Hurdle step on to a springboard
• Balance in a long thin shape (with and without a partner)
• Make a forwards bridge shape
• Make a backwards bridge shape
• Move in a bridge shape
• Travel along equipment with their hands and feet at different levels
• Share their weight across different points of contact
• Complete a movement that takes the weight off both feet
• Support another in attempting a handstand
• Compose their own movement sequence
• Perform their sequence
• Evaluate their own performance and the performance of others
• Improve their own movements

Computing

Digital Photography – IT

Use technology purposefully to create, organise, store, manipulate and retrieve 
digital content 

1. To know what devices can be used to take photographs 
• sort devices into old and new
• talk about how to take a photograph
• capture digital photos and talk about my experience

2. To use a digital device to take a photograph
• explain the process of taking a good photograph
• take photos in both landscape and portrait format
• explain why a photo looks better in portrait or landscape format

3. To describe what makes a good photograph
• identify what is wrong with a photograph
• discuss how to take a good photograph
• improve a photograph by retaking it

4. To decide how photographs can be improved
• explore the effect that light has on a photo
• experiment with different light sources
• focus on an object

5. To use tools to change an image
• recognise that images can be changed
• use a tool to achieve a desired effect
• explain my choices

6. To recognise that images can be changed
• apply a range of photography skills to capture a photo
• recognise which images have been changed
• identify which images are real and which have been changed


