
Anglo-Saxons and Scots

Welcome back!
Within this newsletter you will find information about what your child will be learning between now and the Christmas break. All of the objectives are
taken from the National Curriculum and they will be brought to life through our wider theme of the Anglo Saxons and Scots. The children will be finding out
how the Anglo Saxons and Scots changed life in Britain. Children are more likely make accelerated progress when school-based learning is enhanced at
home and we love to see, and hear about, all of the exciting things they have been doing with you and your wider family.
We hope you find this information useful. If you have any questions, please feel free to speak to your child’s class teacher, Mr. Jones (Deputy Headteacher)
or another member of the Senior Leadership team.
We hope you and your child have a great half term!
Year 4 Team

The school day begins at 8:50am 
and finishes at 3:20pm. 

The Daily Mile
Please remember to bring your trainers
to school every day.



Key Stage Two

Autumn Two

English
Year Four

Speaking and Listening
The children will learn to:
• Use spoken language to develop understanding through imagining and 

exploring ideas
• Select and use appropriate registers for effective communication
• Ask relevant questions to extend their understanding and knowledge
• Use relevant strategies to build their vocabulary
• Articulate and justify answers, arguments and opinions
• Give well-structured descriptions, explanations and narratives for 

different purposes, including for expressing feelings
• Maintain attention and participate actively in collaborative 

conversations, staying on topic and initiating and responding to 
comments.

Literacy Units of Work
The children will be exploring

narrative using the novel 
Bill’s New Frock by Anne Fine

Reading
The children will learn to:
• Develop knowledge and skills in reading non-fiction about a wide range of subjects
• Justify their views about what they have read
• Retrieve and record information from non-fiction
• Use dictionaries to check the meaning of words
• Ask questions to improve their understanding of a text
• Identify the main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph and summarising these
• Identify how language, structure, and presentation contribute to meaning.

Writing
The children will:
• Use note taking to take notes during the research phase
• Use techniques to highlight key words
• Convert notes into prose
• Know that paragraphs are used to group related ideas and use 

paragraphs in their own writing
• Know that subheadings label content and use these in their own writing
• Consolidate their writing skills, vocabulary, grasp of sentence structure 

and knowledge of linguistic terminology
• Enhance the effectiveness of what they write as well as increasing their 

competence.
• Use more varied grammar, vocabulary and narrative structures from 

which they can draw to express their ideas.
• Plan their writing by discussing writing similar to that which they are 

planning to write in order to understand and learn from its structure, 
vocabulary and grammar.

Handwriting 
The children will focus on:
• Spacing in common exception 

words
• Consistent size of letters
• Relative size of capitals
• Speed and fluency

Monster Slayer by Brian Patten
Beowulf Legend
The children will:
•Understand the similarities and 
differences between a myth and a legend
•Develop creative responses to the text 
through drama, storytelling and artwork
•Develop skills of inference and make 
inferences of characters' feelings, thoughts 
and motives from their actions
•Write in role in order to explore and 
develop understanding of character.



Number: Multiplication and Division
The children will learn to:

• Recall multiplication and division facts for multiplication 
tables up to 12 × 12

• Use place value, known and derived facts to multiply and 
divide mentally, including:

• -multiplying by 0 and 1
• - dividing by 1
• - multiplying together three numbers
• Recognise and use factor pairs and commutativity in 

mental calculations
• Multiply two-digit and three-digit numbers by a one-digit 

number using formal written layout
• Solve problems involving multiplying and adding, 

including using the distributive law to multiply two-digit 
numbers by one digit, integer scaling problems and 
harder correspondence problems such as n objects are 
connected to m objects.

Maths Units of Work
Weeks 1-4
Number: Subtraction, Multiplication and 
Division

Weeks 5-7
Number: Consolidation and Assessment

Maths

Key Stage 2

Autumn Two

Year 4

All of the children have log on access to a range of IT learning programs.  These 

include: 

 Mathletics

 TT Rockstars

 Education City

We encourage the children to enjoy learning with these resources as much as 

possible.  Links to all of these sites are on the ‘Learning Zone’ section of the 

school website. If you do not have access to the required IT, we can offer a range 

of alternatives, including use of in school computers. Please let you child's 

teacher know if you require this support. 



Living Things and 

their Habitats

Science

Living Things and their Habitats
The children will:
• Recognise that living things can be grouped in a 

variety of ways
• Explore and use classification keys to help 

group, identify and name a variety of living 
things in their local and wider environment

• Recognise that environments can change and 
that this can sometimes pose dangers to living 
things.

Working Scientifically
During years 3 and 4, pupils will be taught to use the following practical scientific methods, processes and skills through the teaching of the programme of study 
content:
• asking relevant questions and using different types of scientific enquiries to answer them
• setting up simple practical enquiries, comparative and fair tests
• making systematic and careful observations and, where appropriate, taking accurate measurements using standard units, using a range of equipment, including 

thermometers and data loggers
• gathering, recording, classifying and presenting data in a variety of ways to help in answering questions
• recording findings using simple scientific language, drawings, labelled diagrams, keys, bar charts, and tables
• reporting on findings from enquiries, including oral and written explanations, displays or presentations of results and conclusions
• using results to draw simple conclusions, make predictions for new values, suggest improvements and raise further questions
• identifying differences, similarities or changes related to simple scientific ideas and processes
• using straightforward scientific evidence to answer questions or to support their findings.

Explaining Science:
The children will learn to:
• Use complex science words correctly
• Use a science model to explain
• Draw diagrams to help describe/explain
Designing Experiments:
The children will learn to:
• Design experiments
• Use knowledge and understanding to make a 

hypothesis
• Plan a reliable fair test
• Plan to minimise risk & act on safety suggestions.



History
Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots
The children will learn about:
• Roman withdrawal from Britain in c. AD 410 and the fall of the western Roman Empire
• Scots invasions from Ireland to north Britain (now Scotland)
• Anglo-Saxon invasions, settlements and kingdoms: place names and village life
• Anglo-Saxon art and culture
• Christian conversion – Canterbury, Iona and Lindisfarne

• Reasons why the Anglo-Saxons came to Britain
• How the landscape and the environment was affected by the decline of the Romans and the 

arrival of the Anglo-Saxons
• The geographical features the Anglo-Saxon’s looked for when establishing a settlement
• Historical evidence from this period

• The rules of succession and why they were so important during Anglo-Saxon history
• An Anglo-Saxon settlement and how they were different to settlements prior to Anglo-Saxon 

invasion
• Life in an Anglo-Saxon settlement
• The roles women played in Anglo-Saxon society and its history
• How the Anglo-Saxons protected themselves
•

• The pagan gods the Anglo-Saxons worshiped
• How Christianity become the Anglo-Saxon religion
• Anglo-Saxon’s worship before and after the conversion
• Life in an Anglo-Saxon monastery

• Anglo-Saxon literature, art and design
• How the conversion affected Anglo-Saxon culture
• How the monasteries and the work of its monks affected Anglo-Saxon culture during the 

‘Golden Age’
• How the kings of Wessex (beginning with Alfred) helped develop Anglo-Saxon culture and the 

creation of the ‘English’.



Settlements
The children will:
Human and Physical Geography
• Describe and understand key aspects of human geography
• Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to

locate countries and describe features studied in the context of the origins of      
settlements

• Describe and understand key aspects of human geography
• Ask, research and explain the following questions: Why did the stone age 

civilization, the iron age settlers and the Romans choose to settle where they 
did? What were their settlements like? How did they use the land and how 
has land use changed today? How did they trade? How is that different 
today?

Locational Knowledge
• In the context of Anglo-Saxon settlers, name and locate areas of the United 

Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying human and physical 
characteristics, key topographical features and land-use patterns; and 
understand how some of these aspects have changed over time.

Geographical Skills and Fieldwork
• To use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, 

symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their 
knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world in the context of 
identifying links between settlements.

Using Maps
• Follow a route on a large scale map
• Locate places on a range of maps (variety of scales)
• Identify features on an aerial photograph, digital or computer map
• Begin to use 8 figure compass and four figure grid references to identify 

features on a map.



Art

Focus: Painting and Printing
Anglo Saxon Illuminated Lettering

The Children will:
Exploring and Developing Ideas
•Select and record from first hand observation, experience and imagination, and explore ideas 
for different purposes
•Question and make thoughtful observations about starting points and select ideas to use in 
their work
•Explore the roles and purposes of artists, crafts people and designers working in different 
times and cultures by investigating Anglo-Saxon illuminated manuscripts
•Understand the purpose of illuminated lettering
•Identify key features of illuminated lettering.

Evaluating and Developing Work
•Compare ideas, methods and approaches in their own and others’ work and say what they 
think and feel about them
•Adapt their work according to their views and describe how they might develop it further.

Printing
•Understand that there are different printing techniques, including the use of poly-blocks, relief, 
mono and resist printing
•Select broadly the kinds of materials to print with in order to get the effect they want
•Create a simple print of a letter, which can be painted in the style of an illuminated letter.

Painting
•Make and match paint colours with increasing accuracy
•Use more specific colour language, e.g. tint, tone, shade and hue
•Choose paints and implements appropriately
•Plan and create different effects and textures with paint
•Explore complementary and opposing colours in creating patterns.



Personal, Social, Health and Economic Education
Topic - Healthy relationships:

The children will be learning about:

• Developing and maintaining positive relationships; 

• Physical boundaries within different relationships and how to respond; 

• Working collaboratively towards shared goals  

• Resolving conflict.

NATIONAL ANTI-BULLYING WEEK

16th-20th November 2020

‘United Against Bullying’

Religious Education 
Islam - Lifestyles
The children will:
• Examine ways in which Muslim lifestyle is affected by religious belief and practice
• Learn about aspects of Muslim lifestyle and what makes Muslim lifestyle distinctive
• Compare the Muslim day of rest, stemming from the creation story in the Qur’an to 

the Jewish Shabbat and Christian day of rest
• Examine the different artefacts Muslims have in their home because they are 

religious and compare such artefacts with significant objects the children have at 
home

• Examine a prayer mat and explain its use and significance
• Learn about some of the ways in which the Qur’an shapes Muslim lifestyle
• Explore how the Qur’an came into existence and that its name means “recitation”
• Examine how the Qur’an is cared for
• Identify some of the stories and characters in the Qur’an. Compare and contrast such 

stories and characters with those found in the Torah and the Bible
• Identify some of the laws contained in the Qur’an and how Muslims try to live by the 

laws.

French
Quelle heure est –il?
The children will:
• Talk about leisure activities
• Tell the time
• Talk about what time they do 

activities
• Learn further nouns

Computing
Digital Literacy & E-Safety
The children will learn to:
Think critically about the information they share online so that they can 
protect yourself from online identity theft.

Computer Science and Information Technology – The Internet
The children will learn to:
Select, use and combine a variety of software (including internet 
services) on a range of digital devices to design and create a range of 
programs, systems and content that accomplish given goals, including 
collecting, analysing, evaluating and presenting data and information.


