
Year 6 Home Learning Week Beginning 16th November 2020: English & History 

 

English & History 

1. What type of texts are these? 

 

2. What is a biography?  

 

3.  Are the extracts from biographies or not? 

a) 

b) 

c) 

 

4. Read the biograph about Hitler and identify some of the structural and language features 

by changing their colour to red for structural features and blue for language features.  

 

Adolf Hitler 

Hitler was on the edge of victory before he made a number of costly mistakes. His 

ideas and policies regarding the Jews and other races resulted in the loss of millions of 

lives. In the end, he could not deal well with being on the defensive militarily and refused 

to listen to his commanders. This refusal to listen was one of the reasons why Germany 

lost the war. 

Early Years 

Hitler was born on April 20, 1889. Adolf was born in a city named Braunau am Inn in 

the country of Austria. His family moved around some, living a short while in Germany 

and then back to Austria. Hitler did not have a happy childhood as his father was 

aggressive. His mother was Klara, and his father, Alois. Hitler’s father had an angry 

temperament, and although Hitler grew up in a relatively comfortable house, he felt 

intimidated by his father. Hitler had 5 siblings – four of which died in infancy. The death 

of his brother Edmund in 1900 marked the point when Hitler changed from a confident 

and outgoing boy to a reclusive and detached boy who fought a lot with his father and 

his teachers at school. Hitler’s father died in 1903, and his mother later on in 1907, 

from breast cancer.  

 

Adolf did not do well in school. He was expelled from a couple of schools before he 

moved to Vienna, Austria to pursue his dream of becoming an artist. While living in 

Vienna, Hitler found that he did not have much artistic talent and he soon became very 
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poor. He would later move to Munich, Germany in hopes of becoming an architect. 

When Hitler was sixteen, he dropped out of school and lived off the money his father 

had left the family. Hitler wanted to become an artist, so he applied to the Academy 

of Fine Arts in Vienna. In 1907, his mother became very ill with breast cancer, and 

although Hitler was upset about his mother, he decided to travel to Vienna in 

September anyway to write the entrance exam for the Academy of Fine Arts. 

 

World War I 

In August, 1914, just a few days after the start of World War I, Hitler joined the 

Bavarian army. After a few weeks of training, he was sent to the front. Hitler was 

injured in a battle on the Somme. He was sent to a hospital in Beelitz where he was 

shocked by the low morale of the troops and the citizens. He began to blame the Jews 

for this and felt that Jews were all avoiding the fighting at the front. 

Hitler was partially blinded during a mustard attack and was once again sent to a 

hospital. The war ended before Hitler had recovered enough to rejoin the fighting. He 

was awarded the Iron Cross, First Class for his performance during the war. 

 

Rise to Power 

Hitler joined the German Workers’ Party in 1919 and because of his speaking skill, 

quickly rose in the ranks. The German Workers’ Party changed its name to the National 

Socialist German Workers’ Party (NSDAP) and began to expand its influence. Hitler 

became head of the NSDAP in 1921 which was now known as the Nazi party. 

Germany had to make a number of large payments to other countries as reparations 

for World War I. These payments were difficult for the German government to meet 

and the government decided to stop the payments.  

Becoming Chancellor 

The NSDAP (Nazi Party) was able to make significant gains in the next elections and 

soon became the biggest party in the government. Since they were the biggest party, 

Hitler demanded that he be made chancellor but this request was refused. Hitler was 

very angry by the refusal. A new election was held and the Nazi party still held the 

balance of power so Hitler was able to force the issue and became the new chancellor. 

Being chancellor meant he made many decisions about money.  

World War II 
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Hitler started the war with the invasion of Poland on September 1, 1939. On 

September 3, both Britain and France declared war on Germany. Germany completed 

the conquest of Poland very quickly and it was a brutal, bloody affair. Over two hundred 

thousand Poles were killed or wounded and after the fighting was over, mass executions 

were held every day in an effort to Germanize the captured area. After the conquest 

of Germany, Hitler turned his attention to Denmark and Norway. After the quick 

conquest of these two countries, Hitler followed it up with invasions of Belgium, the 

Netherlands, and Luxemburg. He then attacked northern France and within five weeks 

had conquered the country. Germany and France signed a peace treaty on June 22, 

1940.Hitler tried to make a peace treaty with Britain but Winston Churchill refused. 

Hitler ordered the German air force to begin bombing Britain. This battle, the Battle of 

Britain, was characterised by the bombing of each country’s cities. Hitler was unable to 

defeat British air power and ended up having to call off the invasion of Britain. 

 

How Did Hitler Die? 

Hitler committed suicide on April 30, 1945, fearful of being captured by enemy troops. 

Hitler took a dose of cyanide and then shot himself in the head. Eva Braun is believed 

to have poisoned herself with cyanide at around the same time. Their bodies were 

carried to a bomb crater near the Reich Chancellery, where their remains were doused 

with gasoline and burned. Hitler was 56 years old at the time of his death. Berlin fell 

to Soviet troops on May 2, 1945. Five days later, on May 7, 1945, Germany 

surrendered unconditionally to the Allies. 

 

Hitler will be remembered as one of the most infamous and hateful leaders of modern 

history. His gruesome acts of genocide and his unshakeable nationalist, racist and 

abhorrent beliefs led to the death of millions of civilians; let alone those who died fighting 

in the Second World War. Hitler’s rise to power and the Nazi, Fascist state should act 

as a reminder to all about the need to treat every individual with compassion and 

kindness. 

 

5. Plan a biography about Adolf Hitler using the table on the next page to organise your 

ideas. Use the information in the biographies you have read, your history work and from 

the websites suggested to make notes. Don’t forget to come up with an  attention grabbing 

introduction (you could use the introductions from the biographies you have been given 

as a starting point) and a closing that sums up the impact Hitler had and how he is 

remembered now. You can also include some opinion in the closing but avoid using 

personal pronouns like ‘I’.  
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