
Library Books

Library books will be collected by Reception

staff every fortnight on a Monday. Children will 

bring home a new book of their choice the 

following Friday.

Please can you keep the book in the plastic 

wallet to protect it.  Return it in the wallet too 

- your child's library barcode is attached and it 

makes changing the book quick and easy.

We hope that lots of families will take this 

opportunity to enjoy a wide range of books 

and foster a love of reading. 

Welcome back!

Within this newsletter you will find information about what your child will be learning between now and the half term 

break. We will be working towards the Early Learning Goals in the ‘Development Matters’ document and they will be 

brought to life through our topics of ‘Why do ladybirds have spots?’ and ‘Who lives in a rockpool?’

We hope you find this information useful. If you have any questions, please feel free to speak to your child’s class 

teacher or Mrs Elton (EYFS Leader).

We hope you and your child have a great half term!

Physical Education

During the summer term we will be going outside and onto the field as much as possible to support physical development and sports skills. If

your child does not wear strong shoes or trainers for school, could you please send in pair of trainers to hang on their coat peg.

The school day begins at 

9.00am and finishes at

3:30pm. Arriving on time is 

essential.

Reminders

All children should bring a water 

bottle to school every day please, 

especially as the weather continues to 

get warmer. Water bottles should 

only contain plain water and must be 

named.

Children should also bring a sun hat as 

our outdoor area gets very sunny. 

On days when the sun is strong, 

children should come to school 

with sun cream already applied. 

You are welcome to send in a small 

named bottle of sun cream, which your 

child can apply themselves in the 

middle of the day.

All belongings should be clearly 

labelled with your child’s name.

Key Dates

Bank Holiday – Monday 3rd May

Northumberland Day – Friday 

28th May 

Break Up for Half Term Holiday

– Friday 28th May

Tapestry

We love to see the learning and 

lovely activities your child 

experiences at home. Please 

remember to upload 

photographs, videos and comments to your 

child’s Tapestry online learning journal. Also, 

please remember to check your child’s 

Tapestry account regularly for new 

observations and press the ‘like’ button to let 

us know you have seen it. If you have any 

problems logging on, please speak to a member 

of staff. 



Why do ladybirds have spots?

To support our learning on ‘Understanding the World’, we will begin this half term by 

exploring the outdoors to carry out a minibeast safari! Using magnifying glasses to help, 

we’ll look under logs, leaves and stones for creatures that wriggle, crawl or fly. We’ll find 

out about minibeast habitats, features and colours, and compare them, whilst learning to 

be gentle with living creatures. We will monitor our minibeast hotel and a butterfly 

garden as we watch the transition from caterpillar to butterfly. To support your child, you 

could become minibeast explorers at home too, searching to see what you can find in 

your local environment. As well as engaging with the linked homework tasks we send in a 

separate document.

Who lives in a rockpool?

To further develop our understanding of ‘The World’, during the second part of the half-term, 

we will explore a different habitat. We will travel to the coast to visit the fascinating world of 

the British seashore. We’ll explore rock pools and collect ‘treasures’ and find out who lives 

there, and use our senses to investigate and sort man-made and natural seashore objects, 

including litter.  To promote natural curiosity we will ask ‘how’ and ‘why’ questions such as 

‘why does the starfish move like that?’ and ‘how does the limpet stick to the rock?’. To 

support your child, you could also explore some rockpools and visit the beach on the lookout 

for living things. Together, you could even do some research using books and the internet 

about your favourite creature that lives at the seashore, as well as engaging with the linked 

homework tasks we send in a separate document.

Literacy

We will continue to work within Phases 2 and 

3 of ‘Letters and Sounds’ phonics scheme. 

Children will be encouraged to use what they 

have learnt in phonics sessions to write words 

and short sentences. We will encourage them 

to read their writing to spot mistakes and 

make necessary improvements.

Communication & Language

Talking underpins all of our learning in Early Years. During this half term, lots of our talk 

will help to build up the breadth of children’s vocabulary, as they learn the names and 

features of minibeasts, sea life and their habitats. Children will have daily opportunities to 

express themselves effectively through talk - connecting their ideas, feelings and events. 

Children will also be encouraged to answer ‘how’ and ‘why’ questions about their 

experiences.

An equally important skill, is being able to listen to others, and children will listen to 

stories linked to our topics, anticipating key events and responding to what they hear 

with relevant comments, questions or actions.

Reading

Reading with your child is so 

important! Please read their 

school reading books at least 3 

times per week and make a 

comment in their yellow reading 

record.  Any reading you can do 

together to support our topics too, 

would also be beneficial. 



Expressive Arts and Design

This half term children will be encouraged to 

develop their own creative ideas to make 

minibeasts, junk models and sea creatures and 

they will have the opportunity to decorate and 

make pictures from the ‘treasures’ found during 

our beach visit. We will also continue to 

express ourselves through singing, dancing and 

making music, as we learn some minibeast 

songs.

Personal, Social and Emotional 

wellbeing

Our topics this half term lend 

themselves to being kind and caring 

for living things and the 

environment – we will promote 

this lots. Like ants working 

together, we will practise our 

teamwork skills to transport 

objects. During circle time, we will 

also explore ‘relationships’ and 

‘changes’ in preparation for the 

transition into Year 1.

Maths

Using practical objects like cubes and counters, the children will learn 

to add and subtract two single-digit numbers. We will then learn to 

count on or back using numberlines and our fingers, to calculate 

addition and subtraction sentences. Following this we will count 

beyond 10  and investigate that teens  numbers are made up of tens 

and ones.

Through our topic, we will also explore capacity using water, sand and 

other loose parts, and deepen understanding of full, empty, half full, 

nearly full and almost empty. We will compare different sized 

containers and how much they hold, even estimating how many 

cups/scoops before checking our guess.

Physical Development

We will strengthen our fine-motor muscles as we thread 

spider webs and build sandcastles, which will help us to 

use a tripod grip when writing and show good control 

when forming letters and numbers.

Our minibeast safari, rock pooling and planting and 

digging will help us emphasise the importance of good 

hygiene and how washing hands can contribute to good 

health. They will also be ideal opportunities for the 

children to practise keeping themselves safe.

Exploring doubles


