
Water

Welcome back!
Within this newsletter you will find information about what your child will be learning between now and the May half
term break. All of the objectives are taken from the National Curriculum and they will be brought to life through our wider
theme of Water. The children will be finding out about how rivers impact on human life.
Children are more likely make good progress when school-based learning is enhanced at home and we love to see, and hear
about, all of the exciting things they have been doing with you and your wider family.
We hope you find this information useful. If you have any questions, please feel free to speak to your child’s class teacher, Mr.
Jones (Deputy Headteacher) or another member of the Senior Leadership team.
We hope you and your child have a great half term!
Year 4 Team

The school day begins at 8:50am 
and finishes at 3:20pm.

Could we please remind all pupils to come to school wearing their P.E kit every
Friday. We may be out-doors and children therefore need appropriate, warm
clothing. Please ensure footwear is suitable. For further information, please
contact the school office. Don’t forget- jewellery is not allowed. If your child
has their ears pierced, they must either be removed on PE days or you must
sign a waiver giving permission for them to participate. Without this they will
be unable to take part.

Y4 PE: Friday

Key Dates:
Northumberland Day 28th May. More 
details to follow!



Key Stage Two

Summer One

English
Year Four

Speaking and Listening
The children will:

Literacy Units of Work

The children will be exploring
narrative using the following texts:

Voices in the Park – Anthony Browne
Belonging – Jeannie Baker

Reading 
The children will:
Word Reading
• Apply their growing knowledge of root words, prefixes and suffixes, 

both to read aloud and to understand the meaning of new words 
they meet

• Read further exception words, noting the unusual correspondences 
between spelling and sound, and where these occur in the word.

Comprehension
• Increase familiarity with a range of books
• Identify themes and conventions
• Prepare play scripts to read aloud
• Show understanding through intonation, tone, volume and action
• Discuss words and phrases that capture readers’ interest and 

imagination
• Draw inferences about characters’ feelings, thoughts, emotions and 

actions

Writing
The children will:
• Extend the range of sentences with more than one clause by using a 

wider range of conjunctions, including when, if, because, although
• Use the present perfect form of verbs in contrast to the past tense
• Choose nouns or pronouns appropriately for clarity and cohesion 

and to avoid repetition
• Use conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions to express time and 

cause
• Use fronted adverbials
• Use commas after fronted adverbials
• Indicate possession by using the possessive apostrophe with plural 

nouns
• Use and punctuate direct speech.

• Spacing between words
• Writing at speed
• Improving fluency
• Speed and fluency

Handwriting 
The children will be working on:

Flood: Alvaro Villa

• The children will:
• Discuss the impact a wordless book can have
• Explore the devastating effects of a flood on a family 

and their home.
• Write a sustained narrative for the wordless book, 

using developed character and setting descriptions.

•Articulate and justify answers, arguments and opinions
•Use spoken language to develop understanding through imagining 
and exploring ideas in role play drama
•Select and use appropriate registers for effective communication
•Use spoken language to develop understanding through exploring 
ideas
•Participate in discussions, role-play and improvisations.



Number: Decimals

The children will learn to:

• Recognise and write decimal equivalents of any number 
of tenths or hundredths

• Recognise and write decimal equivalents to ¼, ½, ¾
• Find the effect of dividing a one- or two-digit number by 

10 and 100, identifying the value of the digits in the 
answer as ones, tenths and hundredths

• Round decimals with one decimal place to the nearest 
whole number

• Compare numbers with the same number of decimal 
places up to two decimal places

• Solve simple measure and money problems involving 
fractions and decimals to two decimal places.

Maths Units of Work

Week 1-4
Number: Fractions

Week 5
Number: Decimals

Week 6
Consolidation and Assessment

Maths

Key Stage Two

Summer One

Year 4

Number: Fractions

The children will learn to:

• Recognise and show, using diagrams, families of 
common equivalent fractions

• Count up and down in hundredths; recognise that 
hundredths arise when dividing an object by one 
hundred and dividing tenths by ten

• Solve problems involving increasingly harder 
fractions to calculate quantities, and fractions to 
divide quantities, including non-unit fractions 
where the answer is a whole number

• Add and subtract fractions with the same 
denominator.



Science
States of 

Matter

Working Scientifically
During years 3 and 4, pupils will be taught to use the following practical scientific methods, processes and skills through the teaching of the programme of study content:
• asking relevant questions and using different types of scientific enquiries to answer them
• setting up simple practical enquiries, comparative and fair tests
• making systematic and careful observations and, where appropriate, taking accurate measurements using standard units, using a range of equipment, including thermometers and 

data loggers
• gathering, recording, classifying and presenting data in a variety of ways to help in answering questions
• recording findings using simple scientific language, drawings, labelled diagrams, keys, bar charts, and tables
• reporting on findings from enquiries, including oral and written explanations, displays or presentations of results and conclusions
• using results to draw simple conclusions, make predictions for new values, suggest improvements and raise further questions
• identifying differences, similarities or changes related to simple scientific ideas and processes
• using straightforward scientific evidence to answer questions or to support their findings.

Explaining Science:
The children will learn to:
• Use complex science words correctly
• Use a science model to explain
• Draw diagrams to help describe/explain
Designing Experiments:
The children will learn to:
• Design experiments
• Use knowledge and understanding to make 

a hypothesis
• Plan a reliable fair test
• Plan to minimise risk & act on safety 

suggestions.

States of Matter

The children will:
•Compare and group materials together, according to 
whether they are solids, liquids or gases
•Observe that some materials change state when they 
are heated or cooled, and measure the temperature at 
which this happens in degrees Celsius (°C)
•Identify the part played by evaporation and 
condensation in the water cycle and associate the rate 
of evaporation with temperature.



Geography
The children will:
Locational Knowledge
•Name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, 
geographical regions and their identifying human and physical 
characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, mountains, 
coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and understand how some 
of these aspects have changed over time in the context of rivers
•Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe 
(including the location of Russia) and North and South America, 
concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human 
characteristics, countries, and major cities in the context of rivers of 
the world.
Human and Physical Geography
•Describe and understand key aspects of physical geography, 
including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, 
mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle in the 
context of the water cycle
•To describe and understand key aspects of human geography, 
including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity 
including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources 
including energy, food, minerals and water in the context of rivers and 
dams
•Understand how rivers form
•Use the language of rivers, e.g. erosion, deposition, transportation
•Compare how river use has changed over time and research the 
impact on trade
Geographical Skills and Fieldwork
•Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate 
countries and describe features studied in the context of rivers.



Design and Technology (including STEM)
Beat the flood

The children will:
Design a home for a community on Watsu Island able to withstand the 
effects of flooding and make a model of the design so it can be tested.

Design
• Appreciate the design issues of flood-resistant housing
• Test different ideas to establish the best design to solve the problem
• Use research and develop design criteria to inform the design of 

innovative, functional, appealing products that are fit for purpose, 
aimed at particular individuals or groups

• Generate, develop, model and communicate their ideas through 
discussion, annotated sketches, cross-sectional and exploded 
diagrams and prototypes.

Make
• Select from and use a wider range of tools and equipment to perform 

practical tasks [for example, cutting, shaping, joining and finishing], 
accurately

• Select from and use a wider range of materials and components, 
including construction materials, textiles and ingredients, according to 
their functional properties and aesthetic qualities.

Evaluate
• Evaluate their ideas and products against their own design criteria 

and consider the views of others to improve their work.

Technical knowledge
• Apply their understanding of how to strengthen, stiffen and reinforce 

more complex structures.



Personal, Social, Health and Economic Education
Core Theme 1 – Health and Wellbeing
Topic - Keeping safe
The children will learn about:
• Risk, danger and hazard
• Techniques to resist pressures
• Rules for safety and how to get help
• Keeping physically and emotionally safe on and offline
• Responsibilities for personal safety and the safety of others

Religious Education – Islam - Stories 

French
Ou vas-tu?
The children will learn about:
• Weather and places in France
• Going to French cities
• Giving and understanding basic directions
• Talking about the weather

• Examine some of the scripture and stories that shape Muslim belief and practice.

• Learn about the importance of Muslim scripture, especially the Qur’an

• Describe how Muslims shape their lives according to the content of the Qur’an in general and the 

laws in particular

• Learn how Muslims often decorate their homes with verses from the Qur’an and identify some of 

the popular verses

• Begin to explore the Hadith emphasising that it is a collection of statements or reports about 

Muhammad and his companions which seeks to clarify precisely what the Qur’an requires of people

• Learn about how and why some of the stories in scripture and tradition are important to Muslims

• Explore the cycle of Muslim festivals and explain ow some of the festivals are celebrated, especially in 

the home.

• Compare and contrast Muslim festivals with other festivals

• Learn the story of how Muhammad received the revelations from the age of 40 onwards. Explain 

how the Qur’an derived from the revelations

• Learn the story of Muhammad’s Hijra from Makkah to Medina

• Learn the story of Muhammad and the Spider

• Learn the story of Ibrahim and the sacrifice of his son Ishmael

• Learn the stories of how Ibrahim and Muhammad revealed the powerlessness of idols and 

destroyed them.

Computer Science

The children will:

• Design, write and debug programs that accomplish 
specific goals, including controlling or simulating 
physical systems; solve problems by decomposing 
them into smaller parts

• Use sequence, selection and repetition 
in programs; work with variables and various 
forms of input and output.

PE

Dance

The children will be 

learning a range of dances 

linked to our topic and 

Northumberland Day.


