
Rainforests:
Water, Weather and Climate

The school day beings 

at 8:40am and finishes 

at 3:15pm. 

P.E.
Could we please remind all pupils to come to
school wearing their P.E kit every Thursday.
Please ensure footwear is suitable and no
jewellery should be worn. For
further information, please contact the school
office.
Y3 PE: Thursday
· Plain black shorts
· Plain red t-shirt
· Plimsolls/trainers
· Plain tracksuit (for outdoors)

Our wonderful school library is closed at the 

moment due to Covid but your child should 

have a reading book each day

Welcome back!
Within this newsletter you will find information about what your child will be learning between now and the Easter break. 

All of the objectives are taken from the National Curriculum and they will be brought to life through our wider theme of 

Rainforests: Water, Weather and Climate.

We hope you find this information useful. If you have any questions, please feel free to speak to your child’s class teacher,

Mr. Jones (Deputy Headteacher) or another member of the Senior Leadership team.

We hope you and your child have a great half term!

Year 3Team



Key Stage Two

Summer 2

English
Year Three Speaking and Listening

 Ask relevant questions to extend their understanding and 
knowledge

 Use relevant strategies to build their vocabulary
 Articulate and justify answers, arguments and opinions
 Give well-structured descriptions, explanations and narratives for 

different purposes, including for expressing feelings
 Maintain attention and participate actively in collaborative 

conversations, staying on topic and initiating and responding to 
comments

 Use spoken language to develop understanding through 
speculating, hypothesising, imagining and exploring ideas

 Participate in discussions, presentations, performances, role play, 
improvisations and debates

 Consider and evaluate different viewpoints, attending to and 
building on the contributions of other

Children will use
The Great Kapok 

Tree
(Lynne Cherry)

To access 
English 

objectives and 
extend their 

knowledge of 
rainforests

Reading
The children will learn to:
• Apply their growing knowledge of root words, prefixes and suffixes 

(etymology and morphology) as listed in English Appendix 1, both to 
read aloud and to understand the meaning of new words they meet

• Read further exception words, noting the unusual correspondences 
between spelling and sound, and where these occur in the word.

Writing

Children should plan their writing by:
• identifying the audience for and purpose of the 

writing, selecting the appropriate form and using 
other similar writing as models for their own

• noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on 
reading and research where necessary

• when writing narratives, considering how authors 
have developed characters and settings in what 
pupils have read, listened to or seen performed

Draft and write by:
• selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary,
• using a wide range of devices to build cohesion 

within and across paragraphs
Evaluate and edit by:
• assessing the effectiveness of their own and 

others’ writing
• proposing changes to vocabulary, grammar and 

punctuation to enhance effects and clarify 
meaning

• ensuring the consistent and correct use of tense 
throughout a piece of writing

• ensuring correct subject and verb
• Continue to use fronted adverbials
• Continue to extend the range of sentences with 

more than one clause by using a wider range of 
conjunctions, including when, if, because, 
although

E

Handwriting

Revising joins: parallel ascenders and 
descenders
Revising horizontal join from r to anticlockwise 
letter (rs)
Revising break letters
Revising capital letters



Maths Units of Work

Weeks 1-2
Telling the Time

Weeks 3-6

Geometry: Properties of Shape

Maths
Year Three

Key Stage 2

Summer Two

Geometry: Properties of Shape

• Draw 2-D shapes and make 3-D 
shapes using modelling materials

• Recognise 3-D shapes in 
different orientations and describe 
them

• Recognise angles as a property of 
shape or a description of a turn

• Identify right angles, recognise that 
two right angles make a half-turn, 
three make three quarters of a turn 
and four a complete turn

• Identify whether angles are 
greater than or less than a right angle

• Identify horizontal and vertical lines 
and pairs of perpendicular and parallel 
lines.

Measurement: Time
 Tell and write the time from an analogue clock, including 

using Roman numerals from I to XII, and 12-hour and 24-
hour clocks.

 Estimate and read time with increasing accuracy to the 
nearest minute; record and compare time in terms of 
seconds, minutes and hours; use vocabulary such as o’clock, 
a.m./p.m., morning, afternoon, noon and midnight

 Know the number of seconds in a minute and the number 
of days in each month, year and leap year

 Compare durations of events [for example to calculate the 
time taken by particular events or tasks]



Working Scientifically
During years 3 and 4, pupils will be taught to use the following practical scientific methods, processes and skills through the teaching of the programme of study content:
• asking relevant questions and using different types of scientific enquiries to answer them
• setting up simple practical enquiries, comparative and fair tests
• making systematic and careful observations and, where appropriate, taking accurate measurements using standard units, using a range of equipment, including thermometers 

and data loggers
• gathering, recording, classifying and presenting data in a variety of ways to help in answering questions
• recording findings using simple scientific language, drawings, labelled diagrams, keys, bar charts, and tables
• reporting on findings from enquiries, including oral and written explanations, displays or presentations of results and conclusions
• using results to draw simple conclusions, make predictions for new values, suggest improvements and raise further questions
• identifying differences, similarities or changes related to simple scientific ideas and processes
• using straightforward scientific evidence to answer questions or to support their findings.

Plants

How do flowers spread through a woodland?

 Identify & describe the functions of different 
parts of flowering plants: roots, stem, leaves 
and flowers

 Explore the requirements for plant life and 
growth (air, light, water, nutrients from soil, 
and room to grow) and how they vary from 
plant to plant

 Investigate the way in which water is 
transported within plants

 Explore the role of flowers in the life cycle of 
flowering plants, including pollination, seed 
formation and seed dispersal

Science
Year Three

Key Stage 2

Summer One



Geography
Year Three

Key Stage 2

Summer Two

Locational and Place Knowledge

• Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe 
(including the location of Russia) and North and South America, 
concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and 
human characteristics, countries, and major cities

• Using maps, locate the Equator, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn. 
Consider the countries and climates that surround these lines and 
discuss the relationships between these and the countries.

• Critically study photographs – do they think these were taken close 
to the Equator or further away.

• Begin to understand and use the term ‘climate zone’.
• Identify the different climate zones and contrast the tropical climate 

zone to the others
• Ask questions and find out what affects the climate.
• Use maps to identify different climate zones.
• Discuss and compare the climate zones of the UK and relate this 

knowledge to the weather in the local area.
• Ask questions about global warming.
• Discover the cause of global warming and research the implications.
• Reach reasoned and informed solutions and discuss the 

consequences for the future.
• Identify changes to be made in own lives in response to this.

Rainforests
Human and Physical Geography

• Describe and understand key aspects of 
physical geography, including: climate zones, 
biomes and vegetation belts, 
rivers, mountains, and the water cycle



Exploring and Developing Ideas

• Use sketchbooks to record their observations and use them to review 
and revisit ideas

• Select and record from first hand observation, experience and 
imagination, and explore ideas for different purposes.

• Question and make thoughtful observations about starting points and 
select ideas to use in their work.

• Explore the roles and purposes of artists in different times and cultures

Art and Design
Year Three

Key Stage 2

Summer Two

Painting

• Mix a variety of colours and know 
which primary colours make 
secondary colours

• Make and match paint colours with 
increasing accuracy

• Use a developed colour vocabulary
• Experiment with different effects and 

textures including blocking in colour, 
washes, thickened paint etc.

• Work confidently on a range of scales, 
e.g. thin brushes on small picture etc.

• Learn about great artists 
(Oenone Hammersley and 
Henri Rousseau)

Art to Discuss
Types of Art: Murals

• Understand what a mural is and recognise murals
• Leonardo da Vinci, The Last Supper, 1495-98 

(Refectory, Santa Maria delle Grazie, Milan)
• Paula Rego, Crivelliʼs Garden, 1990 (Sainsbury wing 

restaurant, National Gallery, London)
• William Hogarth, The Pool of Bethesda (1736) and 

The Good Samaritan (1737), Staircase hallway, St 
Bartholomew’s Hospital, London

Materials: Making Music

• Cut materials accurately and safely by 
selecting appropriate tools.

• Select appropriate joining techniques



Computing

• I can use software under the control 
of the teacher to create, store and 
edit digital content using appropriate 
file and folder names.

 I can use technology with increasing 
independence to purposefully 
organize digital content.

 I can use a variety of software to 
manipulate and present digital 
content: and information.

 I know that people interact with 
computers.

 I can talk about my work and make 
changes to improve it.

 I can talk about my work and make 
improvements to solutions based on 
feedback received.

French

• Recognising and asking for various 
snacks

• Giving opinions about food
• Numbers 21-30
• Months of the year

Nouns
Adjectives/ agreement

Gender
Negatives

Regular verbs

P.E.

SWIMMING
+

Net/Wall Games
(Tennis)
Hitting

Movement
Spatial Awareness

Throwing
Running
Jumping

Foot work

P.S.H.E

Core Theme 3 
Living in the Wider World

Topic – Taking care of the environment:
Taking care of the environment; our 
responsibilities towards our environment; being 
part of a community; different groups that 
support our communities and environment; the 
lives of other people around the world; how 
resources are allocated to communities

Topic – Money matters:
the role that money plays in their lives; 

borrowing, debt and interest; enterprise

Christopher Winter Project 

Drug and Alcohol Education
Smoking

Lesson 1 – Why People Smoke
Lesson 2 – Physical Effects of Smoking
Lesson 3 – Smoking and Society


