
Road Trip USA!
Welcome back!
Within this newsletter you will find information about what your child will be learning between now and the summer break. All
of the objectives are taken from the National Curriculum and they will be brought to life through our wider theme of Road Trip
USA. The children will be finding out why we should holiday in the USA, so buckle up and let us take you on an adventure!
Children are more likely make accelerated progress when school-based learning is enhanced at home and we love to see, and
hear about, all of the exciting things they have been doing with you and your wider family.

We hope you find this information useful. If you have any questions, please feel free to speak to your child’s class teacher, Mr.
Jones (Deputy Headteacher) or another member of the Senior Leadership team.

We hope you and your child have a great half term!
Year 4 Team

The school day begins at 8:50am 
and finishes at 3:20pm. 

Could we please remind all pupils to come to school wearing their P.E kit every
Friday. We may be outdoors and children therefore need protection from the
sun. Please ensure footwear is suitable. For further information, please contact
the school office. Don’t forget- jewellery is not allowed. If your child has their
ears pierced, they must either be removed on PE days or you must sign a waiver
giving permission for them to participate. Without this they will be unable to
take part.

Y4 PE: Friday

Key Dates:

13th July 2021
Transition Day
16th July 2021
End of term



Key Stage Two

Summer Two

English
Year Four

Speaking and Listening
The children will learn to:

• Give well-structured descriptions, explanations and narratives for 
different purposes, including for expressing feelings

• Maintain attention and participate actively in collaborative 
conversations, staying on topic and initiating and responding to 
comments

• Use spoken language to develop understanding through speculating, 
hypothesising, imagining and exploring ideas

• Participate in discussions, presentations, performances, role play, 
improvisations and debates

• Gain, maintain and monitor the interest of the listener(s)
• Consider and evaluate different viewpoints, attending to and building 

on the contributions of others
• Select and use appropriate registers for effective communication.

Literacy Units of Work

The children will be exploring
narrative using the following texts:

Journey by Aaron Becker
I was a Rat! By Philip Pullman

Reading 
The children will learn to:
Word Reading
• Apply their growing knowledge of root words, prefixes and suffixes, both to read aloud and to 

understand the meaning of new words they meet
• Read further exception words, noting the unusual correspondences between spelling and sound, 

and where these occur in the word.
Comprehension - Maintain positive attitudes to reading and understanding of what they read by:
• Identifying and discussing themes and conventions in and across a wide range of writing
• Making comparisons within and across books.
Understand what they read by:
• Checking that the book makes sense to them, discussing their understanding and exploring the 

meaning of words in context asking questions to improve their understanding.

Writing
The children will learn to:
Composition: Children should plan their writing by:
•Identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate 
form and using other similar writing as models for their own
•Noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where 
necessary
•When writing narratives, considering how authors have developed characters 
and settings in what pupils have read, listened to or seen performed.
•Draft and write by:
•Making a conscious effort to included detailed description to bring their writing 
alive
•Selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding how such choices 
can change and enhance meaning in narratives, describing settings, characters 
and atmosphere and integrating dialogue to convey character and advance the 
action
•Using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across paragraphs
•Using a range of tenses to indicate changes in timing, sequence. 
•Evaluate and edit by:
•Ensuring the consistent and correct use of tense throughout a piece of writing
•Ensuring correct subject and verb
•Ensuring agreement when using singular and plural, distinguishing between the 
language of speech and writing and choosing the appropriate register
•Proofreading for spelling and punctuation errors.

• Develop speed and fluency
• Revise break letters
• Print the alphabet: presentation
• Focus on capital letters 

presentation

Handwriting 
The children will learn to:

I was a Rat! – Novel
The children will:
• Engage children with a story with which they will empathise
• Explore themes and issues, and develop and sustain ideas 

through discussion
• Develop creative responses to the text through drama, 

storytelling and artwork
• Write in role in order to explore and develop empathy for 

characters
• Write with confidence for real purposes and audiences.



Geometry:  Properties of Shape

The children will learn to:
• Compare and classify geometric shapes, including 

quadrilaterals and triangles, based on their 
properties and sizes

• Identify acute and obtuse angles and compare and 
order angles up to two right angles by size

• Identify lines of symmetry in 2-D shapes presented in 
different orientations

• Complete a simple symmetric figure with respect to a 
specific line of symmetry.

Maths Units of Work

Week 1
Statistics
Weeks 2-4
Geometry: Properties of Shape
Week 5
Geometry: Position and Direction
Weeks 6-7
Consolidation and Assessment

Maths

Key Stage Two

Summer Two

Year 4

Statistics

The children will learn to:
• Interpret and present discrete and continuous 

data using appropriate graphical methods, 
including bar charts and time graphs

• Solve comparison, sum and difference 
problems using information presented in bar 
charts, pictograms, tables and other graphs.

Geometry: Position and Direction

The children will learn to:
• Describe positions on a 2-D grid as coordinates 

in the first quadrant
• Describe movements between positions as 

translations of a given unit to the left/right and 
up/down

• Plot specified points and draw sides to complete 
a given polygon.



Science

Electricity

Electricity
The children will:
•Identify common appliances that run on electricity
•Construct a simple series electrical circuit, identifying and 
naming its basic parts, including cells, wires, bulbs, switches and 
buzzers
•Identify whether or not a lamp will light in a simple series 
circuit based on whether or not the lamp is part of a complete 
loop with a battery
•Recognise that a switch opens and closes a circuit and associate 
this with whether or not a lamp lights in a simple series circuit
•Recognise some common conductors and insulators, and 
associate metals with being good conductors.

Working Scientifically
During years 3 and 4, pupils will be taught to use the following practical scientific methods, 
processes and skills through the teaching of the programme of study content:
• asking relevant questions and using different types of scientific enquiries to answer them
• setting up simple practical enquiries, comparative and fair tests
• making systematic and careful observations and, where appropriate, taking accurate 

measurements using standard units, using a range of equipment, including thermometers 
and data loggers

• gathering, recording, classifying and presenting data in a variety of ways to help in 
answering questions

• recording findings using simple scientific language, drawings, labelled diagrams, keys, bar 
charts, and tables

• reporting on findings from enquiries, including oral and written explanations, displays or 
presentations of results and conclusions

• using results to draw simple conclusions, make predictions for new values, suggest 
improvements and raise further questions

• identifying differences, similarities or changes related to simple scientific ideas and 
processes

• using straightforward scientific evidence to answer questions or to support their findings. Explaining Science:
The children will learn to:
• Use complex science words correctly
• Use a science model to explain
• Draw diagrams to help describe/explain

Designing Experiments:
The children will learn to:
• Design experiments
• Use knowledge and understanding to make 

a hypothesis.
• Plan a reliable fair test
• Plan to minimise risk and act on safety 

suggestionsHow can opening and closing a circuit 
be useful when designing a board game?



Geography -USA
The children will:
Locational and Place knowledge
• Understand geographical similarities and differences 

through the study of human and physical geography of a 
region of the United Kingdom and a region in North America

• Match key landmarks to the country and make suggestions 
as to how landmarks affect a country

• Use the language of ‘north’, ‘south’, ‘east’, ‘west’ to relate 
countries to each other.

Human and physical geography
Describe and understand key aspects of:
• Physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and 

vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and 
earthquakes, and the water cycle

• Human geography, including: types of settlement and land 
use, economic activity including trade links, and the 
distribution of natural resources including energy, food, 
minerals and water

Geographical Skills and Fieldwork
• Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to 

locate countries and describe features studied in the context 
of rivers.

Map Knowledge
• Locate Europe and Northern America on a large scale map or 

globe
• Name and locate countries in Europe (including Russia) and 

North America.
Making Maps
• Recognise and use OS map symbols, including completion of a 

key and understanding why it is important
• Draw a sketch map from a high viewpoint.



Design and Technology (including STEM)
Electrical signals 
The children will learn to:
Design 
• Use research and develop design criteria to inform the design of innovative, 

functional, appealing products that are fit for purpose, aimed at particular 
individuals or groups  

• Generate, develop, model and communicate their ideas through discussion, 
annotated sketches, cross-sectional and exploded diagrams, prototypes, 
pattern pieces and computer-aided design. 

Make 
• Select from and use a wider range of tools and equipment to perform 

practical tasks [for example, cutting, shaping, joining and finishing], 
accurately 

• Select from and use a wider range of materials and components, including 
construction materials, textiles and ingredients, according to their functional 
properties and aesthetic qualities.

Evaluate 
• Investigate and analyse a range of existing products 
• Evaluate their ideas and products against their own design criteria and 

Consider the views of others to improve their work 
• Understand how key events and individuals in design and technology have 

helped shape the world.
Technical knowledge 
• Understand and use mechanical systems in their products [understand and 

use electrical systems in their products [for example, series circuits 
incorporating switches, bulbs, buzzers and motors].

Art and Design - Textiles
Weaving (Native American)

The children will design and make their own dreamcatcher and will experiment 
with weaving techniques to produce their own friendship bracelet inspired by 
Native American designs.
The children will learn to:
Exploring and Developing Ideas
•Select and record from first hand observation, experience and imagination, and explore ideas
•Question and make thoughtful observations about starting points and select ideas to use in 
their work
•Explore the roles and purposes of artists, crafts people and designers working in different 
times and cultures by investigating Native American art.

Evaluating and Developing Work
•Compare ideas, methods and approaches in their own and others’ work and say what they 
think and feel about them
•Adapt their work according to their views and describe how they might develop it further.

Textiles/Collage
•Match the tool to the material
•Combine skills more readily
•Choose collage or textiles materials as a means of extending work already achieved
•Refine and alter ideas and explain choices using art specific vocabulary
•Collect visual information from a variety of sources based on the visual and tactile elements
•Experiment with paste resist.



PE
Net/Wall Games (Tennis)

The children will learn to:
• Use running, jumping, throwing and catching in isolation and in 

combination
• Play competitive games, modified where appropriate and apply 

basic principles suitable for attacking and defending.
• Develop flexibility, strength, technique, control and balance.
• Compare their performances with previous ones and 

demonstrate improvement to achieve their personal best.

Key Skills:
• Hitting
• Movement
• Spatial Awareness
• Throwing
• Running
• Jumping
• Foot work

IT – Create a Podcast

• To identify that sound can be digitally recorded: identify digital devices that can record sound and
play it back identify the inputs and outputs required to play audio or record sound and recognise
the range of sounds that can be recorded.

• To use a digital device to record sound: use a device to record audio and play back sound, suggest 
how to improve my recording and discuss what other people include when recording sound for a 
podcast.

• To explain that a digital recording is stored as a file: plan and write the content for a podcast, 
discuss why it is useful to be able to save digital recordings and save a digital recording as a file.

• To explain that audio can be changed through editing: open a digital recording from a file, discuss 
ways in which audio recordings can be altered and edit sections of an audio recording.

• To show that different types of audio can be combined and played together: discuss sounds that 
other people combine, choose suitable sounds to include in a podcast and use editing tools to 
arrange sections of audio.

• To evaluate editing choices made: explain that digital recordings need to be exported to share 
them, discuss the features of a digital recording I like and suggest improvements to a digital 
recording.

Music - Traditional and Cultural Music
The children will:
• Appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and 

recorded music drawn from different traditions and from great 
composers and musicians.

• Explore traditional Native American music and learn about the 
instruments they used.

• Develop an understanding of the history of music by comparing 
Native American music to songs from the great American songbook.

E- Safety - Whose Is It, Anyway?

The children will:
• Learn that copying the work of others and presenting it 

as one’s own is called plagiarism.
• Learn about when and how it's ok to use the work of 

others.



Personal, Social, Health and Economic Education
Core Theme – Living in the Wider World

Topic - Taking care of the environment: topical issues concerning 
health and wellbeing; think globally – act locally; being part of a 
community; different groups that support our communities and 
environment; the lives of other people around the world and the 
effect this has on individuals and their communities; how resources 
are allocated to communities 

Topic - Money matters: the role that money plays in their lives; what 
influences how we spend and save our money; managing money 
borrowing, debt and interest; taxes; enterprise.

French
Le cirque unit
The children will:
• Talk about francophone countries
• Talk about the languages we 

speak
• Identify different items of 

clothing
• Name colours and clothes
• Learn further nouns
• Use adjectives/agreement
• Use subject pronouns

Religious Education
Islam - Festivals and Celebrations
The children will:
•Learn about aspects of Eid-ul-Fitr, including origins and traditions
•Discuss why religious people fast
•Understand that Muslims fast for a month every year because Saum, or fasting, is 
one of the five pillars of Islam
•Learn about aspects of Eid-ul-Adha
•Understand that Muslims celebrate Eid-ul-Adha at the end of Hajj, or pilgrimage, 
and because of Ibrahim’s willingness to sacrifice his son Ishmael for the love of Allah
•Identify Hajj and Eid-ul-Adha traditions and explain their significance and origins
•Examine the ihram, the special pilgrimage garments worn by male pilgrims.


