
Welcome to Nursery!

Within this newsletter you will find information about what your child will be learning between now and the half 

term break. Our curriculum will be brought to life through our topic ‘Can we explore it?'

We hope you find this information useful. If you have any questions, please speak to a member of the Nursery team.

We hope you and your child have a great half term!

Arriving on time

Nursery sessions start at 8.30am and

12.15pm.

To ensure the safety of our Nursery

children, we shut and lock the

bungalow door at 8.40am and

12.25pm. If you arrive after we have

walked over to the main school

building, please remain at the barrier

and ring the school office.

Key Dates

Teacher Training Day

Monday 6th September

New to Nursery 

Teams Meeting

Tuesday 28th SeptemberParent Phone Calls

When your child has been attending

Nursery for approximately six

weeks, we will be arranging

telephone calls with all parents to

discuss how your child has settled.

Further details regarding how to

make an appointment will be sent

out nearer the time.

Tapestry

At Newsham we record your child’s learning

using a online learning journal called Tapestry.

It is a lovely way for you to instantly access

photographs, videos and observations of what

your child has been learning about at Nursery.

Tapestry also gives you the opportunity to

upload photographs and examples of things

your child does with you at home.

In order for us to set you up with log in details

for Tapestry, we require all parents to

complete and sign an agreement form. Once

we have received this form, passwords and pin

numbers will be allocated and shared with you

on the SIMS Parent app.

Reminders

All children should bring a named

water bottle to Nursery every day

please. Water bottles should contain

plain water only.

All clothing (including shoes) should be

clearly labelled with your child’s

name. Unnamed clothing is very hard to

match to the correct owner once it has

been lost. There is a lost property box in

the bungalow for you to check if your

child has lost something.

Noticeboard

Important information and reminders

about Nursery will be displayed on a

noticeboard on the grass outside the

bungalow. Other information can also be

found on the school website at

www.newshamprimary.co.uk and on the

Newsham Primary Facebook page.

Staffing

We have a number of staff who work with the

children in Nursery.

Miss Ames – class teacher and yellow group key 

worker.

Mrs Jones – class teacher (Tuesday mornings)

Mrs Lyall – red group key worker

Miss Thompson – green group key worker

Mrs Dixon and Miss Marley – 30 hour provision

Mrs Robertson - intervention support

Can we explore it? Where can we hide? 

It’s time to discover and explore holes, hiding spaces and great adventures in faraway places.

http://www.newshamprimary.co.uk/


Communication & Language

Talking underpins all of our learning in Early Years. To begin with, lots of our talk will help

to develop the children’s vocabulary, as they learn the names of new adults and friends,

areas of the classroom and resources in the learning environment.

As we explore feely boxes as part of our topic, the children will talk about and describe

the different objects and textures they feel.

An equally important skill, is being able to listen carefully to others. The children will be

encouraged to listen to and follow simple instructions and will also develop their listening

and attention skills as we share stories linked to our topic.

Our Curriculum

The Early Years Foundation Stage curriculum is split into seven areas. Three prime areas

(Communication & Language, Physical Development and Personal, Social & Emotional

Development), and four specific areas (Literacy, Mathematics, Understanding the World and

Expressive Arts and Design). In Nursery, the focus is mainly on the prime areas however we

do cover the specific areas too.

Our classroom and outdoor environment at Newsham is set up in a way which ensures that

there are play opportunities to cater for each of these areas. Our half-termly topics, which

are taken from a document called Cornerstones, also provide a rich curriculum with

thorough coverage of all of the seven areas of learning.

Personal, Social and Emotional Development

During the first half-term in Nursery we will be spending a lot of time supporting the

personal, social and emotional wellbeing of the children. For some children, this will be

the first time that they have separated from their parents and many young children find

this transition challenging and sometimes upsetting.

There will also be lots of new, unfamiliar routines and behavioural expectations for the

children to follow so there will be a real focus on reinforcing and embedding these.

Physical Development

Outdoor Learning

Outdoor provision is an important part of the Early Years

curriculum and the children have free-flow access to the

outdoor area all of the time. Please ensure that your child comes

to Nursery with a warm coat every day and footwear that is

appropriate for outdoor play.

The children will be expected to wear their coats at all times

when they play outside, especially when the weather gets colder.

At this time of year we expect that children will try to put their

coats on themselves. Staff will encourage children to put at least

one arm into a sleeve before asking for help.

Wake and Shake

In Nursery and Reception at Newsham, the children enjoy taking

part in our daily ‘Wake and Shake’ sessions. We teach the

children a few short dance routines and talk to them about the

effects that physical exercise has on their bodies. As they

become more familiar with the dances, we are sure they will

come home and show you some of the moves!



Literacy and Reading

Key Texts

As part of our topic, the key texts/stories we will 

be focusing on in Nursery this half-term are –

Where’s Spot by Eric Hill

The Great Explorer by Chris Judge

Whatever Next by Jill Murphy

We’re Going on a Bear Hunt by Michael Rosen

Library Books

At Newsham, it is very important to us that we

foster a love of reading with the children. To

encourage the children to develop a love of books,

we have a calm, quiet reading area in the classroom

with a selection of fiction and non-fiction texts for

the children to look at. We also have a daily story

time session at the end of every day. Next half-term,

the children will also be able to borrow a library

book to bring home to share with you.

Can we explore it?/Understanding the World

This particular topic has a real focus on exploring the world around us.

We will begin this half term by using our imaginations to travel to the moon with Baby

Bear in his cardboard rocket and find out what it is like in space.

As the topic unfolds, we will draw on the natural inquisitive nature of young children as

we venture down to the woodland walk on our very own bear hunt, thinking carefully

about and making a list of things we might need to take with us!

Inspired by the book ‘The Great Explorer’, we will learn about the similarities and

differences between where we live and Antarctica as we explore hot and cold and also

find out about the different animals that live there.

Maths

As part of our daily snack time routine in our key groups, we will be

practising saying numbers to 10 in order and also introducing the

children to simple counting strategies. We will count how many

children are in the group each day, how many plates we need for snack,

how many cartons of milk and how many pieces of fruit.

Expressive Arts and Design

This half term, children will sing a range of traditional, familiar Nursery Rhymes and also

learn some new songs linked to our topic.

The children will have daily opportunities within the continuous provision to express their

creativity having access to a range of resources for them to explore such as paint, glue and

collage materials. Planned activities will also enable the children to practise holding and

controlling scissors and using them safely.

With adult support, the children will use a range of media to create a sensory story map

which will support the retelling of ‘We’re Going on a Bear Hunt’.


