
Ancient Greece

Welcome back!
Within this newsletter you will find information about what your child will be
learning between now and the half term break. All of the objectives are taken
from the National Curriculum and they will be brought to life through our wider
theme of the Ancient Greeks. The children will be finding out what life was like in
Ancient Greece and how the life and achievements of the Ancient Greeks
influenced the western world. Children are more likely make accelerated progress
when school-based learning is enhanced at home and we love to see, and hear
about, all of the exciting things they have been doing with you and your wider
family.
We hope you find this information useful. If you have any questions, please feel
free to speak to your child’s class teacher, Mr. Jones (Deputy Headteacher) or
another member of the Senior Leadership team.
We hope you and your child have a great half term!
Year 4 Team

The school day begins at 8:40am 
and finishes at 3:15pm. 

Could we please remind all pupils to
come to school wearing their P.E kit
every Tuesday. We will be outdoors and
children therefore need appropriate,
warm clothing. Please ensure footwear
is suitable. For further information,
please contact the school office.

Y4 PE: Tuesday



Please be aware, this is a reading record, not a Home/ School Diary. If 

you have a message for your child’s teacher, drop them a note or catch 

them at the end of the day. They will be keen to help.

Supporting Your Child
Please remember that there is information on the school website with links to IT programs, information about how to help your child, a 
detailed view of the curriculum and much more. 

Reading Record

Please use one row for each day your child reads to you. We would 

like the children to read every night.

Please record what they have read, the page numbers and a brief 

comment.

Homework

All of the children have log on access to a range of IT learning programs,  

these include:

· Mathletics

· TT Rockstars and Numbots

· Education City

We encourage the children to enjoy learning with these resources as 

much as possible.  Links to all of these sites are on the ‘Learning Zone’ 

section of the school website. If you do not have access to the required 

IT, we can offer a range of alternatives, including use of in school 

computers. Please let you child's teacher know if you require this 

support. 

Things you may want to talk about with your Year 4 child this half term….. Please note; this is not a project, it is just for fun!

Can you play musical instruments thinking about 
pitch and volume?

Talk about how Ancient Greece was governed. 



Key Stage Two

Autumn One

English
Year Four

Speaking and Listening
The children will learn to:
• Ask relevant questions to extend their understanding and knowledge
• Articulate and justify answers and opinions
• Speak audibly and fluently with an increasing command of Standard 

English
• Maintain attention and participate actively in collaborative 

conversations, responding to comments
• Use spoken language to develop understanding through exploring ideas
• Participate in discussions, role-play and improvisations
• Consider and evaluate different viewpoints, attending to and building 

on the contributions of others

Literacy Units of Work

The children will be exploring
narrative using the following texts:

The Boy, the Bird and the Coffin Maker 
by Matilda Woods

A variety of Greek Myths including King Midas

Reading
The children will learn to:
Develop positive attitudes to reading and understanding of what they read by:
• Listening to and discussing a wide range of Greek mythology, making comparisons with other 

forms of fiction
• Using dictionaries to check the meaning of words that they have read
• Discussing words and phrases that capture the reader’s interest and imagination
Understand what they read, in books they can read independently, by:
• Checking that the text makes sense to them, discussing their understanding and explaining the 

meaning of words in context
• Asking questions to improve their understanding of a text
• Drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their 

actions, and justifying inferences with evidence

Writing
The children will:
• Explore the common themes of Greek mythology
• Develop creative responses to the text through drama, storytelling and 

artwork
• Develop skills of inference and make inferences of characters' feelings, 

thoughts and motives from their actions
• Write in role in order to explore and develop understanding of character
• Create detailed setting descriptions
• Create detailed character description
• Create their own myth, drawing on common themes and motifs
• Use dialogue in their writing

Handwriting 
The children will be introduced to:
• the diagonal join from p and b 

ascender
• the diagonal join from p and b, no 

ascender
• the diagonal join from p and b to an 

anticlockwise letters
• They will:
• Revise parallel ascenders and 

descenders

Poetry:

The children will:

Develop positive attitudes to reading and understanding 

of what they read by:

 Listening to and discussing a wide range of poetry

 Increasing their familiarity with a wide range of poems

 Preparing poems to read aloud and to perform, showing 

understanding through intonation, tone, volume and action

 Discussing words and phrases that capture the reader’s 

interest and imagination

 Recognising some different forms of poetry 



Number: Place Value
The children will learn to:
•Count in multiples of 6, 7, 9, 25 and 1000
•Find 1000 more or less than a given number
•Count backwards through zero to include negative 
numbers
•Recognise the place value of each digit in a four-digit 
number (thousands, hundreds, tens, and ones)
•Order and compare numbers beyond 1000
•Identify, represent and estimate numbers using 
different representations
•Round any number to the nearest 10, 100 or 1000
•Solve number and practical problems that involve all 
of the above and with increasingly large positive 
numbers
•Read Roman numerals to 100 (I to C) and know that 
over time, the numeral system changed to include 
the concept of zero and place value.

Maths Units of Work

Weeks 1-4
Number: Place Value 

Weeks 5-7
Number: Addition & Subtraction

Maths

Key Stage 2

Autumn One

Year 4

Number: Addition & Subtraction 
The children will learn to:

 Add and subtract numbers with up to 4 digits using the formal written 

methods of columnar addition and subtraction where appropriate

 Estimate and use inverse operations to check answers to a calculation

 Solve addition and subtraction two-step problems in contexts, deciding 

which operations and methods to use and why.



Sound

Science
Sound
The children will learn to:
• Identify how sounds are made, associating some of 
them with something vibrating 
• Recognise that vibrations from sounds travel 
through a medium to the ear
• Find patterns between the pitch of a sound and 
features of the object that produced it 
• Find patterns between the volume of a sound and 
the strength of the vibrations that produced it
• Recognise that sounds get fainter as the distance 
from the sound source increases.

Working Scientifically
During years 3 and 4, pupils will be taught to use the following practical scientific methods, processes and skills through the teaching of the programme of study 
content:
• asking relevant questions and using different types of scientific enquiries to answer them
• setting up simple practical enquiries, comparative and fair tests
• making systematic and careful observations and, where appropriate, taking accurate measurements using standard units, using a range of equipment, including 

thermometers and data loggers
• gathering, recording, classifying and presenting data in a variety of ways to help in answering questions
• recording findings using simple scientific language, drawings, labelled diagrams, keys, bar charts, and tables
• reporting on findings from enquiries, including oral and written explanations, displays or presentations of results and conclusions
• using results to draw simple conclusions, make predictions for new values, suggest improvements and raise further questions
• identifying differences, similarities or changes related to simple scientific ideas and processes
• using straightforward scientific evidence to answer questions or to support their findings.

Explaining Science:
The children will learn to:
• Use complex science words correctly
• Use a science model to explain
• Draw diagrams to help describe/explain

Designing Experiments:
The children will learn to:
• Design experiments
• Use knowledge and understanding to make a 

hypothesis
• Plan a reliable fair test
• Plan to minimise risk & act on safety suggestions.



History
A study of Greek life and achievements and their influence on the western world
The children will learn:
• What we mean by ‘Ancient Greece’ and to be able to place this period on a timeline in 

relation to previous and future learning
• About the physical features of the country and city states
• Features of everyday life e.g. homes, roles within the family, food, fashion and toys
• Who the key figures of Ancient Greece were and what they achieved e.g. Pythagoras 

and Aristotle
• About Alexander the Great and how he spread Greek culture
• How ancient Greeks changed the way we think
• Organisation and government of Ancient Greece
• How the Ancient Greek government influenced the current western world
• About the ‘Golden Age’ of Greece
• How the Ancient Greeks changed sport and how have they influenced sport in the 

western world.
• About Ancient Greek art and design (architecture, sculpture and pottery)
• What the Ancient Greeks believed and who their gods and heroes were.



Art
Focus: Pottery of Ancient Greece
The children will learn to:
Explore and Develop Ideas
• Select and record from first hand observation, experience and imagination, and 
explore ideas for creating a vase in the style of the pottery found in ancient Greece;
• Explore the roles of craftspeople working in a different time and culture.
Evaluate and Develop Work
• Compare ideas, methods and approaches in their own and others’ work and say what 
they think and feel about them;
• Adapt their work according to their views and describe how they might develop it 
further.
Draw
• Collect images and information independently in a sketchbook;
• Use research to inspire drawings from memory and imagination;
• Alter and refine drawings and describe changes using art vocabulary.
3D Form
• Understand that form, in the discussion of art, is a useful term for describing complex 
shapes, often organic rather than geometric.
Plan, design, make and adapt models
• Learn how to coil, pinch and join clay;
• Create a coil pot and a pinch/thumb pot and add a base and handle by scoring and 
adding slip;
• Experience surface patterns and textures and create impressions in clay using a range 
of tools;
• Talk about their work understanding that it has been sculpted.
Art to Discuss
Mythology in Art
• Understand that a mythological work of art depicts characters or a narrative from 
mythology. 

Design and Technology (including STEM)
The children will learn to:
Design
• Use research and develop design criteria to inform the design of  
functional, appealing products that are fit for purpose, creating a 
traditional Greek vase that could be sold at the agora of Tyre
• Generate, develop, model and communicate their ideas through 
discussion, annotated sketches, cross-sectional and exploded diagrams 
and prototypes.

Make
• Select from and use a wider range of tools and equipment to perform 
practical tasks [for example, cutting, shaping, joining and finishing], 
accurately.

Evaluate
• Investigate and analyse a range of existing containers
• Evaluate their ideas and products against their own design criteria and 
consider the views of others to improve their work.



PE
Invasion Games -Tag Rugby

The children will learn to:
• Use running, jumping, throwing and catching in isolation and in combination
• Play competitive games, modified where appropriate and apply basic principles 

suitable for attacking and defending
• Develop flexibility, strength, technique, control and balance
• Compare their performances with previous ones and demonstrate improvement 

to achieve their personal best.

Key Skills:
• Attack
• Defend 
• Spatial Awareness
• Throwing
• Catching
• Running
• Jumping
• Foot work

Computing
Digital Literacy & E-Safety
The children will learn to:
• Explore what it means to be responsible and respectful of their 

offline and online communities as a way to learn how to be good 
digital citizens.

Computer Science and Information Technology – The Internet
The children will learn to:
• Describe how networks physically connect to other networks
• Recognise how networked devices make up the internet
• Outline how websites can be shared using the World Wide Web
• Describe how content can be added and accessed on the World Wide 

Web
• Recognise that the content on the World Wide Web is created by 

people
• To evaluate the consequences of unreliable content.

Music
Link to English:
Children will learn to:
• Use the inter-related dimensions of music and poetry to support their 
understanding and exploration of how music is created, produced and 
communicated, including through the inter-related dimensions: pitch, 
duration, dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture and structure.



Personal, Social, Health and Economic Education
Core Theme 1 – Health and Wellbeing
What strengths, skills and interests do we have?
Pupils will learn:
• how to recognise personal qualities and 

individuality
• to develop self-worth by identifying positive 

things about themselves and their achievements
• how their personal attributes, strengths, skills 

and interests contribute to their self-esteem
• how to set goals for themselves
• how to manage when there are set-backs, learn 

from mistakes and reframe unhelpful thinking.

Religious Education 
Islam - Lifestyles
The children will:
• Examine ways in which Muslim lifestyle is affected by religious belief and practice
• Learn about aspects of Muslim lifestyle and what makes Muslim lifestyle distinctive
• Compare the Muslim day of rest, stemming from the creation story in the Qur’an to 

the Jewish Shabbat and Christian day of rest
• Examine the different artefacts Muslims have in their home because they are 

religious and compare such artefacts with significant objects the children have at 
home

• Examine a prayer mat and explain its use and significance
• Learn about some of the ways in which the Qur’an shapes Muslim lifestyle
• Explore how the Qur’an came into existence and that its name means “recitation”
• Examine how the Qur’an is cared for
• Identify some of the stories and characters in the Qur’an. Compare and contrast such 

stories and characters with those found in the Torah and the Bible
• Identify some of the laws contained in the Qur’an and how Muslims try to live by the 

laws.

French
Encore unit
The children will learn:
• Revise ways to describe people
• Nationalities
• Giving characteristics using various adjectives/ agreement
They will develop their understanding of:
• Gender
• Subject pronouns
• Avoir
• Etre


