
Library Books

Library books will be changed with the

children every fortnight on a Friday. The date

that they need to be returned by is written on

the label on the front of your child’s library

folder.

We hope that you will take this opportunity to

enjoy a wide range of books and foster a love

of reading with your child.

Welcome back to Nursery!

Within this newsletter you will find information about what your child will be learning between now and the half term break. 

Our curriculum will be brought to life this half term through our exciting topic ‘Do dragons exist?'

We hope you find this information useful. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to speak to a member of the Nursery team.

The Nursery day starts at 8.30am

for morning children and 12.15pm

for afternoon children.

Arriving on time is essential so that

we can begin our daily routines as

soon as the doors and gate have

been locked.

Reminders

All children should bring a water

bottle to Nursery every day please.

Water bottles should contain plain

water only and must be named.

All belongings should be clearly

labelled with your child’s name. As you

can appreciate, it is very difficult for us

to match jumpers and cardigans with

the correct child if they do not have

their name in.

Key Dates

Chinese New Year

Tuesday 1st February

Valentine’s Day

Monday 14th February

Tapestry

We love to see the learning and 

lovely activities your child 

experiences at home. Please 

remember to upload 

photographs, videos and comments to your 

child’s Tapestry online learning journal. Also, 

please remember to check your child’s 

Tapestry account regularly for new 

observations and press the ‘like’ button to let 

us know you have seen it. 

If you have any problems logging on, please 

speak to a member of staff. 

Beyond this place, there be dragons! 

Do dragons exist? What’s it like to live in a castle?

It’s time to explore the fantastical world of dragons and castles.



Personal, Social and Emotional 

Development

As part of our role-play around castles, we will

work with the children to create a ‘Knight’s

Code’. It will be based on the behavioural

expectations when playing and learning with

their friends in Nursery. The children will be

encouraged to keep the code by working

together, sharing resources and being kind.

Physical Development

To develop our gross motor skills, this half term we will become castle

builders! Using large wooden blocks and other construction materials such as

tubes, drain pipes and planks, we will build a castle structure outside,

remembering to use the resources carefully and safely.

Our fine motor skills will be put to good use when we complete the problem

solving challenge to see if we can find the correct keys to open each padlock on

the castle gates.

Communication & Language

Talking underpins all of our learning in Early Years. During this half

term, lots of our talk will be based around building up the

breadth of children’s vocabulary, as they learn what some of the

parts of a castle are called when we look at photographs and

books. Children will also be encouraged to ask some simple

questions about things they might want to find out about castles

and dragons.

Do dragons exist?

We will begin the topic this half term by introducing the children to what a castle is, asking

questions such as ‘What’s it like to live in a castle?’ and ‘Do dragons exist?’ We’ll play

imaginatively with small world castles and characters and read lots of stories about

princesses, knights and dragons. There will be plenty of opportunities to dress up and we will

also learn a dance to medieval music which we will practise in the hall.

At the end of the topic, we’ll celebrate by enjoying a medieval banquet, trying some

traditional foods that would have been eaten at the time. We’ll drink from goblets that we

have decorated and wear crowns that we have made to really bring the topic to life.

Visiting a castle

We would love to take the children out of school to visit

a real castle but unfortunately we are not able to do so.

It would be a great addition to the topic if you could take

your child. We are extremely lucky to live in

Northumberland which has a number of castles to

choose from virtually on our doorstep. When you are

there you could talk about the features of a castle and

what it might have been like to live there.

We would also love to see some photographs of your

trip on Tapestry as this will encourage and support your

child to talk about their experience.

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.shutterstock.com%2Fsearch%2Fcartoon%2Bmedieval&psig=AOvVaw1dMr89kYHHUycjCj0CD7sr&ust=1588177417725000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCMi12YnEi-kCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAU


Maths

This half term we will look at the shapes

of everyday items and talk about the

properties. The children will be

encouraged to perhaps build a castle using

wooden blocks or junk modelling

materials, thinking carefully about which

shapes would be the best to use and why.

When searching for the king’s hidden

treasure, the children will also practise

careful counting, matching numeral to

quantity and number recognition as they

place the correct number of gold coins

into the pots numbered 1-5.

Letters and Sounds/Phonics

We will continue to work on Phase 1 of

Letters and Sounds during small group

phonics sessions. This half term we will be

focusing mainly on Aspect 4 – Rhythm and

Rhyme. Reading lots of rhyming books will

give the children the opportunity to

develop an awareness of rhythm and

rhyme and games such as ‘Silly Soup’ and

‘Rhyming Bingo’ will support the children

to recognise words that sound the same.

Literacy and Reading

KeyTexts

As part of our topic, the key texts/stories we will be

focusing on in Nursery this half-term are –

‘In the Castle’ by Anna Milbourne

‘The Knight Who Wouldn’t Fight’ by Helen Docherty

Our reading area in the classroom will be full of

story books about princesses, knights, castles and

dragons. The children will be encouraged to look at

them with a friend and talk about the pictures. They

may even be able to retell some of the stories we

read at story time.

It would be great if you can share any stories at

home to support our topic as reading to your child

everyday is so important!
Expressive Arts and Design

Imaginative exploration is the key to this particular topic

and the children will be encouraged to use their

imagination in a variety of ways. A range of dressing up

clothes and props will be available for the children to wear

and use. This will enable them to really get into character.

As we celebrate Chinese New Year, the children will work

together to create a large scale dragon that will hang in the

classroom for all to see. Using a variety of construction and

art resources, the children will practise using scissors

carefully and learn a range of joining techniques.

Understanding the World

To enable the children to develop an

idea about what castles were like, we

will look at pictures, read books and

watch video clips that show the inside

of a castle, who lived there and what

their role was.

Linked to the theme of dragons, we

will also find out about how people

celebrate Chinese NewYear.


