
Welcome back!

Within this newsletter you will find information about what your child will be learning between now and the half term break. All

of the objectives are taken from the National Curriculum and they will be brought to life through our wider theme of Space.

Children are more likely make accelerated progress when school-based learning is enhanced at home and we love to see, and

hear about, all of the exciting things they have been doing with you and your wider family.

We hope you find this information useful. If you have any questions, please feel free to speak to your child’s class teacher or

Miss Davison (Key stage 1 lead).

We hope you and your child have a great half term!

KS1Team

The school day begins 

at 8:40am and finishes 

at 3:15pm. 

Your child should wear an appropriate PE kit on their

PE day. Please bear in mind that the session may be

outdoors so jogging bottoms and sweatshirt/hoodie

would be appropriate on colder days.

Don’t forget- jewellery is not allowed.

Y1 PE:  Every Monday   

Out of this world!
What is beyond our world?

While our wonderful school library is 

closed, please continue to read a range of 

different stories together.

Key Dates

Tuesday 4th January 2022 –Training Day



Key Stage One

Spring One

English
Year One

Speaking and Listening

The children will learn to:

• Listen with enjoyment and respond to the book, through 

retelling and re-enacting the story

• Think and talk confidently about their response to the 

book, the story and illustrations, and their meanings

• Explore and interpret stories through creative activity 

including play, art, drama and drawing

• Engage children with a story with which they will 

empathise

• Know the story really well and be able to revisit it in a 

variety of ways

• Sequence and explore story 

• Structure through storytelling and story mapping

Literacy Units of Work

The children will be exploring

narrative using the following texts:

Beegu by Alexis Deacon

Reading

The children will learn to:

• Read and understand simple sentences.

• Use phonic knowledge to decode regular words and read them aloud accurately. 

• Read some common irregular words.

• Demonstrate understanding when talking with others about what they have read.

• Uses vocabulary and forms of speech that are increasingly influenced by their experiences of books.

• Knows that information can be retrieved from books and computers.

Writing

The children will learn to:

• Use phonic knowledge to write words in ways which match their spoken sounds.

• Write some irregular common words.

• Write simple sentences which can be read by themselves and others.

• Spell some words correctly and make phonetically plausible attempts at others.

• Leave spaces between words

• Join words and joining clauses using and

• Begin to punctuate sentences using a capital letter and a full stop

• Name the letters of the alphabet in order

Handwriting

The children will:

Practise writing numbers to 10.

Practising long-legged giraffe letters, one-armed robot letters and 

curly caterpillar letters

Practising zig-zag monster letters

Writing words with double zz

Practising all the capital letters

Mixing all the letter families

Phonics

The children will:

• Revisit and Review Phases 3 and 4 to consolidate learning from Autumn 

term.

• Learn to read and spell with the following phase 5 phonemes.

• ay, ou, ie, ea, oy, ir, ue/ue, aw, wh, ph, ey, ew/ew, oe, au



Number: Place Value within 50

The children will learn to:

• Count to 50, forwards and backwards, beginning with 0 

or 1, or from any given number.

• Count, read and write numbers to 50 in numerals and 

words.

• Given a number, identify one more or one less.

• Identify and represent numbers using objects and 

pictorial representations including the number line, and 

use the language of: equal to, more than, less than (fewer), 

most, least.

Key Instant Recall Facts (KIRFs)

By the end of the half term, children must:

• Know, off by heart, all doubles and halves to 10.

e.g. Double 5=10     Half of 10=5

Maths Units of Work

Weeks 1-3

Number: Addition and Subtraction within 20

Weeks 4-6

Place Value within 50

Week 7

Geometry: Position and Direction

Maths

Key Stage One

Spring 1

Year One

Number: Addition and Subtraction within 20

The children will learn to:

• Represent and use number bonds and related subtraction 

facts within 20 

• Read, write and interpret mathematical statements 

involving addition (+), subtraction (-) and equals (=) signs. 

• Add and subtract one digit numbers to 20, including zero. 

• Solve one step problems that involve addition and 

subtraction, using concrete objects and pictorial 

representations and missing number problems

Geometry: Position and Direction

• Describe position, direction and movement, including 

whole, half, quarter and three quarter turns



Key Stage One

Autumn One

Science

Year One

Space/Light and Dark

• Observe light coming from a light source

• Understand that we live on a planet that spins around the sun

• Know that the sun is a star

• Observe the apparent movement of the sun during the day

• Observe light being blocked by an object to create a shadow.

• Investigate how to make a place lighter and darker.

• Know light and dark safety.

• Know that Earth has one moon, which orbits the it

• Know that Earth belongs in the Solar System

• Name the 8 planets in the Solar System

• The key characteristics of the planets

Explaining Science

• Remember simple facts about science with help

• Use relevant words when I talk or write

• Use pictures or actions to help describe

Data, Tables & Graphs

• Use a simple table by recording in pictures & words

• Add to block charts & pictograms

During years 1 and 2, pupils will be taught to use the following practical scientific methods, processes and skills throughout each science topic:

• asking simple questions and recognising that they can be answered in different ways 

• observing closely, using simple equipment 

• performing simple tests 

• identifying and classifying 

• using their observations and ideas to suggest answers to questions 

• gathering and recording data to help in answering questions. 

Working Scientifically

Key Vocabulary
Light, dark, 
lighter, darker, 
light 
source(natural and 
man made, light 
ray, shadow, day 
length



Geography

Locational Knowledge
• Name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and capital cities of the 

United Kingdom and its surrounding seas.
• Use maps to be able to locate the UK

Geographical Skills and Fieldwork

Related to space

Use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) and locational and directional language [for example, 

near and far; left and right], to describe the location of features and routes on a map

Making maps
Use photographs and maps to identify features

History

Children will learn about: 

Neil Armstrong

The lives of significant individuals in the past who have 
contributed to national and international achievements.

Moon Landing
Events beyond living memory that are significant 
nationally or globally or events commemorated through 
festivals or anniversaries

Knowledge and Interpretation
Find out about people and events in other times
Through drama, develop empathy and understanding of the 
significant achievements made by Neil Armstrong

Historical Enquiry
Identify different ways to represent the past 
(photographs, newspaper articles, interview, TV and film 
clips)

Key Stage One

Spring 1

History & 

Geography



Computing

Word Processing

Art and Design

Painting: Colour

The children will learn about choosing, using and mixing their own colours to 

create quality artwork that shows progression in skills. The children will have 

the opportunity to explore the life and work of six key abstract artists and, 

working primarily in paint, to create pieces in a range of abstract styles.

The children will learn about the following artists:

 Piet Mondrian

 Mark Rothko

 Paul Klee

 Jackson Pollock

 Robert Delaunay

 Wassily Kandinsky

They will learn to:

 Mix a range of secondary and tertiary colours

 Create a collage in primary colours

 Create a colour field painting using colours they have mixed

 Mix tints

 Create a painting using tints they have mixed

 Create a drip painting using shades they have mixed

 Mix shades

 Decide if colours are warm or cool

 Create a painting using warm and cool colours

 Create a circles painting using colours they have mixed themselves

 Describe the work of a range of abstract artists

PE

Gymnastics

use technology purposefully to create, organise, store, manipulate and retrieve digital content

• Type with two hands

• Use shift, space, and enter correctly

• Use undo and redo

• Make text bold, italic or underline

• Save work in their folder

• Edit text using backspace, delete and the arrow keys

• Format the font

• Select single words

• Have some knowledge of the location of letters and symbols on the keyboard

• Select text in different ways

Master basic movements including developing balance, 

agility and co-ordination

• Take responsibility for setting out more complicated 

gymnastic apparatus;

• Follow more complicated instructions;

• Lead their group in setting out and putting away apparatus;

• Suggest ways to warm up and cool down before and after 

exercise;

• Jump onto equipment;

• Suggest how they could improve their movements;

• Move at varying speeds;

• Move at high, low and medium levels;

• Make contrasting movements;

• Do a teddy bear roll;

• Remember and perform a movement sequence in reverse;

• Move with flow.

E-Safety
Learn that directory sites 
with alphabetical listings 
offer one way to find 
things on the internet



Personal, Social, Health and Economic Education

What helps us stay healthy?
• What being healthy means and who helps them to stay healthy (e.g. parent, 

dentist, doctor)

• That things people put into or onto their bodies can affect how they feel

• How medicines (including vaccinations and immunisations) can help people stay 

healthy and that some people need to take medicines every day to stay healthy

• Why hygene is important and how simple hygiene routines can stop germs 

from being passed on

• What they can do to take care of themselves on a daily basis, e.g. brushing teeth 

and hair, hand washing

Religious Education

Hinduism

Festivals and Celebrations

(Unit 1)

Learn about aspects of Diwali

Learn about aspects of Holi

Know about events taking place during Diwali and Holi

Know that Diwali is the Hindu festival of light and Holi is an 

important Spring festival; and know that both occasions emphasise 

the importance of family.

Understand that Diwali celebrates the victory of good over evil and 

Holi addresses matters to do with purity and fertility

• why hygiene is important and how simple hygiene

routines can

stop germs from being passed on

• what they can do to take care of themselves on a daily

basis,
e.g. brushing teeth and hair, hand washing


