
The Vikings

Welcome back!
Within this newsletter you will find information about what your child will be learning between now and the half term break. All
of the objectives are taken from the National Curriculum and they will be brought to life through our wider theme of the
Vikings. The children will be finding out the Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of England and how the Vikings
changed Britain. Children are more likely make accelerated progress when school-based learning is enhanced at home and we
love to see, and hear about, all of the exciting things they have been doing with you and your wider family.
We hope you find this information useful. If you have any questions, please feel free to speak to your child’s class teacher, Mr.
Jones (Deputy Headteacher) or another member of the Senior Leadership team.
We hope you and your child have a great half term!
Year 4 Team

The school day begins at 8:40am 
and finishes at 3:15pm. 

Could we please remind all pupils to come to school wearing their P.E kit every
Tuesday. Please ensure footwear is suitable.



Key Stage Two

Spring One

English
Year Four

Speaking and Listening
The children will learn to:
• Use spoken language to develop understanding through imagining 

and exploring ideas
• Select and use appropriate registers for effective communication
• Ask relevant questions to extend their understanding and knowledge
• Articulate and justify answers, arguments and opinions
• Give well-structured descriptions, explanations and narratives for 

different purposes, including for expressing feelings
• Use spoken language to develop understanding through speculating, 

hypothesising, imagining and exploring ideas
• Participate in discussions, performances, role play, improvisations 

and debates
• Consider and evaluate different viewpoints, attending to and building 

on the contributions of others.

Literacy Units of Work

The children will be exploring
narrative using the following texts:

She Wolf by Dan Smith
Arthur and the Golden Rope by Joe Todd Stanton

Reading
Word Reading
• Apply their growing knowledge of root words, prefixes and suffixes both to read aloud and to understand the 

meaning of new words they meet.
Comprehension - Maintain positive attitudes to reading and understanding of what they read by:
• Continuing to read and discuss an increasingly wide range of fiction
• Identifying and discussing themes and conventions in and across a wide range of writing.
Understand what they read by:
• Checking that the book makes sense to them, discussing their understanding and exploring the meaning of words 

in context asking questions to improve their understanding
• Drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions, and justifying 

inferences with evidence
• Identifying how language, structure and presentation contribute to meaning
• Discuss and evaluate how authors use language, including figurative language, considering the impact on the 

reader
• Provide reasoned justifications for their views.

Writing
The children will:
Composition - Children should plan their writing by:
• Identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting the 

appropriate form and using other similar writing as models for their own
• Noting and developing initial ideas, drawing on reading and research where 

necessary
Draft and write by:
• In narratives, describing settings, characters and atmosphere and integrating 

dialogue to convey character and advance the action
• Using a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across paragraphs
Evaluate and edit by:
• Proposing changes to vocabulary, grammar and punctuation to enhance effects 

and clarify meaning
• Ensuring the consistent and correct use of tense throughout a piece of writing
• Ensuring correct subject and verb
• Agreement when using singular and plural, distinguishing between the 

language of speech and writing and choosing the appropriate register
Transcription
• Continue to spell further homophones
• Continue to spell words that are often misspelt 
• Continue to use further prefixes and suffixes and understand how to add them 
• Continue to place the possessive apostrophe accurately in words with regular 

plurals [e.g. girls’, boys’] and in words with irregular plurals [e.g., children’s].

• Revising parallel ascenders
• Revising parallel ascenders and 

break letters
• Relative sizes of letters
• Proportion of letters
• Spacing between letters

Handwriting 
The children will focus on:

Poetry - Falling Out of the Sky - Emma Wright

The children will:
• Explore the differences between poetry for the

page and poetry for the stage
• Prepare poems to read aloud and to perform,

showing understanding through intonation, tone
and volume

• Develop personal responses to poetry
Understand how storytelling can be done using
poetry

• Create their own poetry anthology.



Number: Multiplication and Division
The children will learn to:
• Use short division to calculate up to 3 digits by 1 digit numbers, 

including using concrete and pictorial apparatus, and including 
numbers with a remainder, using a formal written layout.

• Solve problems involving multiplying and adding, including using the 
distributive law to multiply two-digit numbers by one digit, integer 
scaling problems and harder correspondence problems such as n 
objects are connected to m objects.

Maths Units of Work

Week 1
Number: Multiplication and Division 
Week 2
Measurement: Length and Perimeter
Week 3
Measurement: Area
Weeks 4-6
Number: Fractions

Maths

Key Stage Two

Spring One

Year 4

Number: Fractions
The children will learn to:
• Recognise and show, using diagrams, families of common 

equivalent fractions
• Count up and down in hundredths; recognise that 

hundredths arise when dividing an object by one hundred 
and dividing tenths by ten

• Solve problems involving increasingly harder fractions to 
calculate quantities, and fractions to divide quantities, 
including non-unit fractions where the answer is a whole 
number

• Add and subtract fractions with the same denominator.

Measurement: Length Perimeter and Area
The children will learn to:

•Measure and calculate the perimeter of a rectilinear figure 
(including squares) in centimetres and metres
•Find the area of rectilinear shapes by counting squares.



History
The children will study the Viking and Anglo-
Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of England to 
the time of Edward the Confessor.
The Children will learn:
• What we mean by the Viking age and to be 

able to place this period on a timeline in 
relation to previous and future learning

• Where the Vikings came from and the 
features of their homelands

• About Viking raids and invasion, including 
the Viking raid on Lindisfarne

• How the Vikings travelled and their success 
as traders and explorers

• About the resistance by Alfred the Great 
and Athelstan, the first king of all England

• Further Viking invasions and Danegeld
• Anglo-Saxon laws and justice
• Edward the Confessor and his death in 

1066.



Geography
The story Arthur and the Golden Rope will be used to introduce a wider study of 
Iceland.
The children will learn:
• The location of Iceland on maps and atlases
• Geographical language and vocabulary to describe the weather and climate, as 

well as the human and physical features. 
• The connection between Iceland and the Vikings.

Design and Technology (including STEM)
The children will design and make a monster, fit for the retelling of a 
tale told in the style of a  Norse Myth, with a realistic moving mouth 
and head.
The children will learn to:
Design
• Observe and record both movement and shape 
• Use research and develop design criteria to inform the design of 

innovative, functional, appealing products that are fit for purpose, 
aimed at particular individuals or groups 

• Generate, develop, model and communicate their ideas through 
discussion, annotated sketches, cross-sectional and exploded 
diagrams and prototypes.

Make
• Select from and use a wider range of tools and equipment to perform 

practical tasks [for example, cutting, shaping, joining and finishing], 
accurately

• Select from and use a wider range of materials and components, 
including construction materials, textiles and ingredients, according to 
their functional properties and aesthetic qualities 

• Cut materials to length accurately
• Draw shapes and nets accurately
• Make simple mechanical components.

Evaluate
• Evaluate their ideas and products against their own design criteria 

and consider the views of others to improve their work.

Technical knowledge
• Apply their understanding of how to strengthen, stiffen and reinforce 

their model
• Understand and use mechanical systems in their products.



PE - Gymnastics
The children will be combining floor work and apparatus.
The children will learn to:
• Demonstrate and hold a range of balances
• Link and combine movements
• Perform and improve gymnastics sequences
• Develop their skills of co-operation working in pairs and small groups
• Develop and adapt original ideas showing increasing control.
Key Skills:
• Stamina and flexibility
• Control
• Balance
• Comparing performance
• Strength
• Poise
• Technique

Computer Science – Scratch
The children will learn to:
• Design, write and debug programs that 

accomplish specific goals, including 
controlling or simulating physical systems

• Solve problems by decomposing them into 
smaller parts

• Use sequence, selection and repetition in 
programs

• Work with variables and various forms of 
input and output.

Music - Recorder
The children will learn to:
• Play the recorder musically with increasing confidence and control.
• Develop an understanding of musical composition, organising and 

manipulating ideas within musical structures and reproducing sounds 
from aural memory.

• Play and perform in solo contexts, playing musical instruments with 
increasing accuracy, fluency, control and expression.

E-Safety – Safer Internet Day



Personal, Social, Health and Economic Education

Core Theme 1 – Health and Wellbeing
How can we manage our feelings?
The children will explore:
• How everyday things can affect feelings
• How different feelings change over time
• The importance of expressing feelings and how they can be expressed in 

different ways
• How to respond proportionately to, and manage feelings in different 

circumstances
• Ways of dealing with loss and change
• How to access support and help to manage their own or others' feelings

Religious Education – Islam - Stories 

French
Les Fetes unit
The children will learn:
• About festivals and dates
• About presents at festivals
• Numbers 31-60
• To give and understanding commands
• Nouns
• Imperative verbs

• Examine some of the scripture and stories that shape Muslim belief and practice
• Learn about the importance of Muslim scripture, especially the Qur’an
• Describe how Muslims shape their lives according to the content of the Qur’an in general and 

the laws in particular
• Learn how Muslims often decorate their homes with verses from the Qur’an and identify some 

of the popular verses
• Begin to explore the Hadith emphasising that it is a collection of statements or reports about 

Muhammad and his companions which seeks to clarify precisely what the Qur’an requires of 
people

• Learn about how and why some of the stories in scripture and tradition are important to 
Muslims

• Explore the cycle of Muslim festivals and explain how some of the festivals are celebrated, 
especially in the home

• Compare and contrast Muslim festivals with other festivals
• Learn the story of how Muhammad received the revelations from the age of 40 onward
• Explain how the Qur’an derived from the revelations
• Learn the story of Muhammad’s Hijra from Makkah to Medina
• Learn the story of Muhammad and the Spider
• Learn the story of Ibrahim and the sacrifice of his son Ishmael
• Learn the stories of how Ibrahim and Muhammad revealed the powerlessness of idols and 

destroyed them.


