
Earth and Space
How does the Solar System affect life on Earth?

Welcome back!

Within this newsletter you will find information about what your child will be learning between now and the half term break. All

of the objectives are taken from the National Curriculum and they will be brought to life through our wider theme of Earth and

Space. Children are more likely make accelerated progress when school-based learning is enhanced at home and we love to see,

and hear about, all of the exciting things they have been doing with you and your wider family.

We hope you find this information useful. If you have any questions, please feel free to speak to your child’s class teacher or

Mr. Jones (Senior Leader).

We hope you and your child have a great half term!

Miss Allan and Mrs Finnigan

The school day beings 

at 8:40am and finishes 

at 3:15pm. 

Your child should wear an appropriate PE kit on their

PE day. Please bear in mind that the session may be

outdoors so jogging bottoms would be appropriate on

colder days.

Don’t forget- jewellery is not allowed. If your child

has their ears pierced, they must either be removed

on PE days or you must sign a waiver giving

permission for them to participate. Without this they

will be unable to take part.

Y5 PE: Friday
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Key Dates



Key Stage Two

Spring 1

English
Year Five

Speaking and Listening

The children will learn to:

 Maintain attention and participate actively in collaborative 
conversations, responding to texts

 Ask relevant questions to extend their understanding and 
build vocabulary and knowledge

 Articulate and justify answers and opinions
 Use spoken language to develop understanding through 

speculating, imagining and exploring ideas
 Participate in discussions, presentations, performances and 

debates
 Consider and evaluate different viewpoints, attending to the 

contributions of others
 Select and use appropriate registers for effective 

communication
 Use spoken language to develop understanding through 

imagining and exploring ideas in discussion, role-play 
and drama

 Consider and evaluate different viewpoints, attending to and 
building on the contributions of others.

Literacy Units of Work

The children will be exploring

narrative using the following texts:

Wolf Brother

Reading

The children will learn to:

 Increase familiarity with a range of books;
 Identify themes and conventions and compare these across books they have read;
 Show understanding through intonation, tone, volume and action;
 Discuss words and phrases that capture readers’ interest and imagination;
 Draw inferences about characters’ feelings,
 thoughts, emotions and actions.
 Apply their growing knowledge of root words, prefixes and suffixes, both to read aloud and to understand the 

meaning of new words that they meet.
 Ask questions to improve their understanding
 Identify how language, structure and presentation contribute to meaning
 Predict what might happen from details stated and implied.

Writing

The children will learn to:

 Plan writing by identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, selecting the appropriate form
 Note and develop initial ideas, drawing on reading
 Draft and write by selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary
 In narratives, describe settings, characters and atmosphere, integrate dialogue to convey character and advance 

action
 Use a range of devices to build cohesion within and across paragraphs
 Evaluate and edit by proposing changes to vocabulary, grammar and punctuation
 Proof-read for spelling and punctuation errors
 Perform their own compositions, using appropriate intonation, volume, movement so that meaning is clear
 Prepare play scripts to read aloud.
 Select appropriate grammar and vocabulary, and understand how such choices can change and enhance meaning

Handwriting

The children will be:

 Practising sloped writing; proportion – joining to f to ascender
 Practising sloped writing; size – joining from f, no ascender
 Different styles for different purposes; writing a paragraph
 Practising sloped writing; speed
 Practising sloped writing; speed and legibility



Maths Units of Work

Number: Multiplication and Division

Number: Fractions

Maths

Key Stage Two

Spring 1

Year Five

Number: Fractions

The children will learn to:

Compare and order fractions whose denominators are all 

multiples of the same number

Identify, name and write equivalent fractions of a given 

fraction, represented visually, including tenths and hundredths

Recognise mixed numbers and improper fractions and 

convert from one form to the other and write mathematical 

statements > 1 as a mixed number [for example, 2/5 + 4/5 

= 6/5 = 1 1/5]

Add and subtract fractions with the same denominator and 

denominators that are multiples of the same number

Multiply proper fractions and mixed numbers by whole 

numbers, supported by materials and diagrams

Number: Multiplication and Division

The children will learn to:
 Identify multiples and factors, including finding all factor pairs 

of a number, and common factors of two numbers

 Know and use the vocabulary of prime numbers, prime 

factors and composite (nonprime) numbers

 Establish whether a number up to 100 is prime and recall 

prime numbers up to 19

 Multiply numbers up to 4 digits by a one- or two-digit 

number using a formal written method, including long 

multiplication for two-digit numbers

 Multiply and divide numbers mentally drawing upon known 

facts

 Divide numbers up to 4 digits by a one-digit number using 

the formal written method of short division and interpret 

remainders appropriately for the context

 Multiply and divide whole numbers and those involving 

decimals by 10, 100 and 1000

 Recognise and use square numbers and cube numbers, and 

the notation for squared ( 2 ) and cubed (3 )

 Solve problems involving multiplication and division including 

using their knowledge of factors and multiples, squares and 

cubes

 Solve problems involving addition, subtraction, multiplication 

and division and a combination of these, including 

understanding the meaning of the equals sign

 Solve problems involving multiplication and division, 

including scaling by simple fractions and problems involving 

simple rates.



In Year Five, the children will;

 Describe the movement of the earth, and other 

planets, relative to the sun in the solar system

 Describe the movement of the moon relative to the 

earth

 Describe the sun, earth and moon as approximately 

spherical bodies

 Use the idea of the earth’s rotation to explain day 

and night and the apparent movement of the sun 

across the sky

Children will have already learned about some elements of Earth and Space during Year 1 and 2. They will have learned the names of the 8 planets in the Solar 

System, categorized the planets, learned about the importance of the sun and that it is a star and that humans have left the earth.

Science
Prior Knowledge

Working Scientifically

•Explaining Science

Use complex words

Use science model to 

describe/explain

Draw & annotate diagrams

•Making Conclusions

Describe patterns & trends

Use data in conclusions

Use relevant science to explain

Geography

The children will;

Human and Physical Geography

 Begin to understand the relationship between the moon and 

Earth

 Explain, in simple terms, how the moon causes tides on Earth

 Understand how tides cause coastal erosion

 Understand the impact of tidal erosion

Population

•Begin to grasp how many people live on Earth

•Explore where people are distributed globally

•Investigate how the global population has changed in size and distribution

•Learn why populations grow

•Explore reasons why death rates and birth rates change

•Look at how the UK’s population has changed

•Learn about a population pyramid and why they are useful

•Create a population pyramid

•Explore the challenges that a growing population can present and know that an increased 

population density can lead to slums in rapidly growing cities.

•Explore the challenges of an ageing population

•Learn about the global inequality in access to food and the challenges we face in terms of food 

production and distribution

•Investigate solutions to the food production/distribution challenges



Computing

The children will create a 'chatter bot' by;

• Create programs that implement algorithms to achieve given goals.
• Declare and assign variables.
• Use sequence of selection statements in programs, including an if, then and else statement.
• Design solutions (algorithms) that use repetition and two- way selection i.e. if, then and else.
• Use diagrams to express solutions.
• Use logical reasoning to predict outputs, showing an awareness of inputs.

Design and Technology

The children will design and create a 'Moon Shelter' by;

Design

 Use research and develop design criteria to inform the design of innovative, functional, appealing products (suitable footwear) that are fit for purpose, aimed at particular individuals or 

groups (Artic/Antarctic exhibition)

 Generate, develop, model and communicate their ideas through discussion, annotated sketches, cross-sectional and exploded diagrams, prototypes and pattern pieces

Make

 Select from and use a wider range of tools and equipment to perform practical tasks [for example, cutting, shaping, joining and finishing], accurately

 Select from and use a wider range of textiles according to their functional properties and aesthetic qualities

Evaluate

 Investigate and analyse a range of existing products

 Evaluate their ideas and products against their own design criteria and consider the views of others to improve their work

 Understand how key events and individuals in design and technology have helped shape the world

Technical knowledge

 Identify different properties of common shelters and link them to the environmental conditions.

 Relate extreme environmental conditions with the need for special shelters

 Understand that the environment on the Moon is very hazardous. Pupils should also learn about the protective role the atmosphere has on Earth.

 Understand some of the constraints of space exploration and some of the special features that shelters should have in space



Music
Recorders

The children will;

•Learn to play the recorder musically 

with increasing confidence and control.

•Develop an understanding of musical 

composition, organising and manipulating 

ideas within musical structures and 

reproducing sounds from aural 

memory.

•Play and perform in solo and ensemble 

contexts, playing musical instruments 

with increasing accuracy, fluency, control 

and expression

•Improvise and compose music for a 

range of purposes using the interrelated 

dimensions of music

•Listen with attention to detail and recall 

sounds with increasing aural memory

•Use and understand staff and other 

musical notation

French
EnVille

The children will;

 Name places in the town

 Ask the way and giving directions

 Say where you are going

 Give the time and saying where 

you are going

 Nouns

 Gender

 Irregular verb- aller

 Questions

R.E.
God

•Learn about some images of God from various sources 

including the Bible, film, literature and art.

•Realise that Christians think of God as having many 

attributes or characteristics, have much to thank Him for 

and thank Him in many ways.

•Know that for Christians the Bible is the main source for 

information about God

•Learn that Christians are encouraged to believe in the 

Trinity and that God is the creator

•Know that Christians think of God as the creator of 

everything

•Know that Christians believe that life and all that sustains 

it is a gift of God, and that they are thankful for this and 

express their thankfulness in many ways

•Know that the Bible is the main source for Christian 

beliefs about the Trinity

•Learn that because of such beliefs Christians are 

encouraged to care for the world in particular ways

•Appreciate that Christian beliefs about God and the 

Creation shape how they respond to the world and all that 

is in it

•Reflect on the lives and feelings of people who believe 

that God as the Holy Spirit is present and active in their 

lives

PSHE
Health and Wellbeing

The children will learn about;

Aspirations, goals and feeling valued; intensity of our and others’ feelings; conflicting emotions; change, bereavement, loss, grief and transitions

Keeping safe: Keeping physically and emotionally safe on- and offline; risk assessment and management; independence and responsibility; pressure 

on behaviour --peer and media; managing emergencies

PE
Gymnastics

The children will focus on the following skills;

Flexibility

Control

Balance

Comparing performance

Strength

Poise

Technique

Stamina


