
Dinosaurs
Stomp in the Swamp!

Welcome back!

Within this newsletter you will find information about what your child will be learning between now and the half term break. All

of the objectives are taken from the National Curriculum and they will be brought to life through our wider theme of

Dinsosaurs. Children are more likely make accelerated progress when school-based learning is enhanced at home and we love

to see, and hear about, all of the exciting things they have been doing with you and your wider family.

We hope you find this information useful. If you have any questions, please feel free to speak to your child’s class teacher or

Mr. Smith (Senior Leader).

We hope you and your child have a great half term!

KS1Team

The school day beings at 8:40am and 

finishes at 3:15pm. 

Your child should wear an appropriate PE kit on their PE day. Please bear in mind that the

session may be outdoors so jogging bottoms would be appropriate on colder days.

Don’t forget- jewellery is not allowed. If your child has their ears pierced, they must

either be removed on PE days or you must sign a waiver giving permission for them to

participate.Without this they will be unable to take part.

Y2 PE: Tuesday



Key Stage One

Spring Two

English
Year Two

Speaking and Listening

The children will learn to:

• Listen and respond appropriately to adults and peers;

• Ask relevant questions to extend knowledge and understanding;

• Consider and evaluate viewpoints, attending to and building on the 

contributions of others;

• Participate in discussions, performances, role play, improvisations 

and debate about what has been read;

• Use spoken language to develop understanding through imagining 

and exploring ideas.

Literacy Units of Work

The children will be exploring poetry using a range of dinosaur poems, including those 

from the following text: 

Dinosaur Poems by John Foster and Korky Paul

Text Types:

Poetry

Non-chronological report 

Recount

Reading

The children will learn to:

• Develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, vocabulary and understanding;

• Listen to, discuss and express views about a wide range of poems at a level beyond that at which they 

can read independently;

• Link what they read or hear read to their own experiences;

• Recognise and join in with predictable phrases in poems and to recite some by heart;

• Recognise simple recurring literary language in poetry;

• Discuss and clarify word meanings, linked to those already known;

• Discuss favourite words and phrases;

• Continue to build up a repertoire of poems learnt by heart, appreciating these and reciting some, with 

appropriate intonation to make the meaning clear;

• Make inferences on the basis of what is said and done;

• Answer and ask questions;

• Explain and discuss understanding of poems; those they listen to and those read independently.

Writing

The children will learn to:

• Make choices in selecting poems for anthologies 

• Explore, interpret and respond to poetry 

• Explore rhythm, rhyme and pattern in a range of poems 

• Respond to and play with language in poetry

• Perform in response to poetry 

• Compose and perform own poetry 

• Develop positive attitudes and stamina for writing by writing poetry

• Draft and write by noting ideas, key phrases and vocabulary, and composing and rehearsing 

phrases and sentences orally

• Explore the features of a non-chronological report

• Use new and familiar punctuation correctly;

• Use sentences in different forms;

• Expand noun phrases to describe and specify.

Handwriting

The children will learn and practise:

• mixed letter joins for three letters: oor, our

• mixed letter joins for three letters: ing

• size and spacing

Revise the following:

• diagonal joins to anticlockwise letters: ea

• diagonal joins to anticlockwise letters: igh

• diagonal joins to anticlockwise letters: dg, ng

• horizontal joins to anticlockwise letters: oo, oa

Spelling:
The children will learn:

• /ɒ/ spelt ‘a’ after ‘w’ and ‘qu’

• The /ɔ/ sound spelt ‘ar’ after ‘w’

• /3:/ sound spelt ‘or’ after ‘w’

• Segmentation and syllable clapping

• Adding ‘-es’ to nouns and verbs ending in ‘y’

• Adding suffixes ‘-ful’, ‘-less’ and ‘-ly)

• Suffixes ‘-ment’ and ‘-ness’

• Words ending ‘-tion’



Number: Multiplication and Division

The children will learn to:

• Recall and use multiplication and division facts for the 

2, 5 and 10 multiplication tables, including recognising 

odd and even numbers

• Calculate mathematical statements for multiplication 

and division within the multiplication tables and write 

them using the multiplication (×), division (÷) and 

equals (=) signs

• Show that multiplication of two numbers can be done 

in any order (commutative) and division of one 

number by another cannot

• Solve problems involving multiplication and division, 

using materials, arrays, repeated addition, mental 

methods, and multiplication and division facts, 

including problems in contexts.

Key Instant Recall Facts (KIRFs) NEED TO CHANGE

Teach:
• Doubles and halves of numbers to 20

Revise and Test:
• Multiplication and division facts for 2 times table

• Number bonds to 20

Maths Units of Work

Week 1

Number: Multiplication and Division

Week 2-4

Number: Fractions

Week 5

Measurement: Length & Height

Week 6

Consolidation & Assessment

Maths

Key Stage One

Spring Two

Year Two

Number: Fractions

The children will learn to:

• Recognise, find, name and write 

fractions 1/3, 1/4, 2/4 and 3/4 of a 

length, shape, set of objects or 

quantity. 

• Write simple fractions for example, 

1/2 of 6 = 3 and recognise the 

equivalence of 2/4 and 1/2.

Measurement: Length & Height

The children will learn to: 

• Choose and use appropriate standard units to estimate and measure length/height in any direction 
(m/cm); mass (kg/g); temperature (°C); capacity (litres/ml) to the nearest appropriate unit, using rulers, 
scales, thermometers and measuring vessels.

• Compare and order lengths, mass, volume/capacity and record the results using >, < and =.



Key Stage One

Spring Two

ScienceYear Two

Living Things and their Habitats

• Explore and compare the differences between things 

that are living, dead, and things that have never been 

alive

• Describe how animals obtain their food from plants and 

other animals, using the idea of a simple food chain, and 

identify and name different sources of food.

•

• Explaining Science

• Remember simple facts about science

• Remember science words with help

• Use & add labels to diagrams

•

• Classification

• Use a spider key with obvious differences

• Group using differences, similarities or changes

During years 1 and 2, pupils will be taught to use the following practical scientific 

methods, processes and skills throughout each science topic:

• asking simple questions and recognising that they can be answered in different ways 

• observing closely, using simple equipment 

• performing simple tests 

• identifying and classifying 

• using their observations and ideas to suggest answers to questions 

• gathering and recording data to help in answering questions. 

Working Scientifically

The Four Seasons

Observe changes across the four 

seasons with a focus on spring.

Observe and describe weather 

associated with the seasons and how 

day length varies.



History - Dinosaurs

Inspire curiosity to know more about the past

Chronological Understanding

• Develop an awareness of the past, using common 

words and phrases relating to the passing of time.

• Develop an understanding of chronology by exploring 

the geological interval of time known as the Mesozoic 

Era (Subdivided into three major periods: the Triassic, 

Jurassic and Cretaceous)

Historical Enquiry

• Discuss the reliability of fossils as sources of evidence, 

e.g. paleontologists can only make a limited hypothesis 

about the appearance of dinosaurs based on fossils 

alone.

Geography

Linked to Dinosaurs topic

Locational Knowledge

• Revisit: name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans

• Explore the concept of continental drift

Geographical Skills and Fieldwork

• Use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United Kingdom and its countries

Human and Physical Geography

• Identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom and the location 

of hot and cold areas of the world in relation to the Equator and the North and 

South Poles

• Begin to discuss climates and changing weather across the world

• Ask questions about the weather and seasons.

• Observe and record e.g. draw pictures of the weather at different times of the year 

or keep a record of how many times it rains in a week in the winter and a week in 

the summer.

• Express opinions about the seasons and relate the changes to changes in clothing and 

activities e.g. winter = coat, summer = t-shirts.

• Use both maps and globes: identify the coldest places in the world – The North and 

South pole, related to their study of the Arctic. 

• Make predictions about where the hottest places in the world are

Key Stage 

One

Spring 2

History & 

Geography



Music - Zootime

Listen and Appraise

Begin to recognise styles, find the pulse, recognize instruments, listen, discuss other dimensions of music.

Musical Activities

Games - begin to internalise, understand, feel, know how the dimensions of music work together. Focus 

on Warm-up Games. Pulse, rhythm, pitch, tempo, dynamics.

Singing - start to sing, learn about singing and vocal health. Begin to learn about working in a 

group/band/ensemble.

Playing - start to play a classroom instrument in a group/band/ensemble.

Improvisation - begin to explore and create your own responses, melodies and rhythms.

Composition - begin to create your own responses, melodies and rhythms and record them in some 

way.

Performance

Begin to work together in a group/band/ensemble and perform to each other and an audience.

Discuss/respect/improve your work together.

Song structure

Reggae music

Kingston Town by UB40

Shine by ASWAD

IGY by Donald Fagen

Feel Like Jumping by Marcia Griffiths

I Can See Clearly Now by Jimmy Cliff

Computing

Computing

Algorithms and Coding

Programming Blocks

Understand what algorithms are; how they are implemented as programs 

on digital devices; and that programs execute by following precise and 

unambiguous instructions

Create and debug simple programs

• Know that computers need precise instructions.

• Understand what an algorithm is.

• Show care and precision to avoid errors

• Know that algorithms are implemented on digital devices as programs. 

• Know that all software executed on digital devices is programmed 

• Know how programs specify the function of a general-purpose computer.

• Express simple algorithms using symbols.

• Use j2ecode to create a  simple program 

• Know that computers need precise instructions.

• Use logical reasoning to predict the behaviour of programs 

• Use logical reasoning to predict outcomes.

Tennis

Master basic movements including running, jumping, 

throwing and catching, as well as developing balance, 

agility and co-ordination, and begin to apply these in a 

range of activities.

Basic skills covered: hitting, movement, spatial awareness, 

throwing, running, jumping, foot work



Personal, Social, Health and Economic Education

Relationships

Learn:

• about a wide range of feelings and how to manage them

• about different kinds of feelings that are good and not so good

• about how to be sensitive to the feelings of other

• about how different types of behaviour affects others

• how we can use simple strategies to manage feelings

• how we can help ourselves and others manage sad feelings 

• about the vocabulary we can use to describe feelings to others

• about how special people make a difference to our lives

• how people’s bodies and feelings can be hurt

• about the importance of not keeping adults’ secrets, only surprises

• about the importance of listening to other people and find ways to resolve 

disagreements

• about what fair and unfair means

• about the impact of kindness and unkindness on self and others

• about right and wrong

Religious Education:

Christianity

Festival and Celebrations

• Learn about aspects of the festival of Easter

• Discuss the significance of Lent as a season of preparation for Easter

• Discuss the significance of Shrove Tuesday and Carnival 

• Discuss the events during Holy Week leading up to Jesus’ crucifixion

• Know that Easter is important to Christians because it celebrates the 

resurrection of Jesus

• Know that Easter is a special and happy time of the year involving special stories, 

events, artefacts and traditions, although it is preceded by a solemn time when 

Christians prepare for and reflect on the crucifixion of their founder

• Know that the Bible is the main source for information about Jesus’ crucifixion 

and resurrection


