
Mountains, Volcanoes 
and Earthquakes

The school day beings 

at 8:40am and finishes 

at 3:15pm. 

P.E.
Could we please remind all pupils to come to
school wearing their P.E kit every Wednesday.
We may be outdoors and children therefore
need appropriate, warm clothing. Please
ensure footwear is suitable and no jewellery
should be worn. For further information,
please contact the school office.

PE Uniform
· Plain black shorts
· Plain red t-shirt
· Plimsolls/trainers
· Plain tracksuit (for outdoors)

Please remember to bring your 

reading book on your designated day 

(Tuesday or Wednesday).

Key Dates
World book day: Thursday 3rd March

Red Nose Day: Friday 18th March

Welcome back!
Within this newsletter you will find information about what your child will be learning between now and the Easter break. 

All of the objectives are taken from the National Curriculum and they will be brought to life through our wider theme of 

Mountains, Volcanoes and Earthquakes.

We hope you find this information useful. If you have any questions, please feel free to speak to your child’s class teacher,

Mrs Kearney (LKS2 Phase Leader), or a member of the Senior Leadership team.

We hope you and your child have a great half term!

Year 3Team

1st March-
8th April

Homework

Homework is given out on a

Friday and must be returned the

following Thursday.



English
Year Three

Key Stage 2

Spring Two Speaking and Listening

The children will learn to:
 Listen and respond appropriately to adults and peers;
 Ask relevant questions to extend knowledge and understanding;
 Consider and evaluate viewpoints, attending to and building on the 

contributions of others;
 Participate in discussions, performances, role play, improvisations 

and debate about what has been read;
 Use spoken language to develop understanding through imagining 

and exploring ideas.

Children will use
The Pebble in My 

Pocket: A History of 
our Earth

(Meredith Hooper)
to access the English 

objectives and explore 
our topic Mountains, 

Volcanoes and 
Earthquakes.

Reading
Comprehension
• Develop their understanding and enjoyment of non-fiction texts.
• Develop knowledge and skills in reading non-fiction about a wide 

range of subjects, including those on volcanoes, mountains and 
earthquakes.

• Justify their views about what they have read
• Listen to and discuss a wide range of non-fiction
• Retrieve and record information from non-fiction
• Use dictionaries to check the meaning of words
• Ask questions to improve their understanding of a text
• Identify the main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph and 

summarising these
• Identify how language, structure, and presentation contribute to 

meaning
• Retrieve and record information from non-fiction

Writing

Evaluate and edit by:rs

Handwriting
The children will:
Introducing joining to f (if, ef, af, of)
Introducing joining f to ascender (fl, ft)
Introducing joining f to non-ascender 
(fi, fe, fu, fr, fy)
Introducing joining f to an anticlockwise letter 
(fo, fa)
Introducing ff

Composition/Transcription
• Consider the best note taking strategies and begin to 

explore the Cornell note taking system
• Use techniques to highlight key words
• Convert notes into prose
• Know that paragraphs are used to group related ideas 

and use paragraphs in their own writing
• Know that subheadings label content and use these in 

their own writing
• Consolidating their writing skills, vocabulary, grasp of 

sentence structure and knowledge of linguistic 
terminology.

Grammar and punctuation
• Use bullet points to list items
• Use the present perfect form of verbs in contrast to 

the past tense
• Continue to choose nouns or pronouns appropriately 

for clarity and cohesion and to avoid repetition
• Continue to use fronted adverbials
• Continue to extend the range of sentences with more 

than one clause by using a wider range of 
conjunctions, including when, if, because, although

• Continue to use conjunctions, adverbs and 
prepositions to express time and cause



Maths Units of Work
Weeks 1

Measurement: Volume and Capacity
Week 2-6

Number: Fractions

Measurement: Volume and Capacity

The children will learn to:

Measure, compare, add and subtract 
volume/capacity (l/ml).  

Maths
Year Three

Key Stage 2

Spring Two

Number: Fractions

The children will learn to:
• Count up and down in tenths; recognise that tenths arise 

from dividing an object into
• 10 equal parts and in dividing one-digit numbers or quantities by 

10
• Recognise, find and write fractions of a discrete set of objects: 

unit fractions and non-unit fractions with small denominators
• Recognise and use fractions as numbers: unit fractions and non-

unit fractions with small denominators
• Recognise and show, using diagrams, equivalent fractions 

with small denominators
• Add and subtract fractions with the same denominator within 

one whole [for example,
• 7/5 +1/ 7 = 6/7]
• Compare and order unit fractions, and fractions with the 

same denominators

• Solve problems that involve all of the above.



Working Scientifically

During years 3 and 4, pupils will be taught to use the following practical scientific methods, processes and skills through the teaching of the programme of study content:

• asking relevant questions and using different types of scientific enquiries to answer them

• setting up simple practical enquiries, comparative and fair tests

• recording findings using simple scientific language, drawings, labelled diagrams, keys, bar charts, and tables

• reporting on findings from enquiries, including oral and written explanations, displays or presentations of results and conclusions

• identifying differences, similarities or changes related to simple scientific ideas and processes

Rocks

Are all rocks the same?

 Compare and group together different kinds of 
rocks on the basis of their appearance and 
simple physical properties.

 Describe in simple terms how fossils are 
formed when things that have lived are 
trapped within rock.

 Recognise that soils are made from rocks and 
organic matte

Science
Year Three

Key Stage 2

Spring Two



Physical and Human Geography

 Describe and understand key aspects of physical 
geography, including: mountains, volcanoes and 
earthquakes

 Locate places in the world where mountains, volcanoes and 
earthquakes occur.

 Understand and be able to communicate in different ways 
the cause of volcanoes and the process that occurs before a 
volcano erupts.

 Understand how mountains are formed and compare this 
process to the formation of volcanoes.

 Draw diagrams, produce writing and use the correct 
vocabulary for each stage of the process of volcanic 
eruption.

 Ask and answer questions about the effects of volcanoes.
 Discuss how volcanoes affect human life e.g. settlements 

and spatial variation.
 Describe and explain the processes that cause natural 

disasters
 Draw conclusions about the impact of natural disasters 

through the study of photographs, population data and 
other primary sources

Geography
Year Three

Key Stage 2

Spring Two

Locational and Place Knowledge

• Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on 
Europe (including the location of

• Russia) and North and South America, concentrating 
on their environmental regions,

• key physical and human characteristics, countries, and 
major cities

• Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer 
mapping to locate countries and describe features 
studied

• Study maps to make assumptions about the different 
areas of Europe e.g. using map keys to identify 
mountainous areas, urban areas.

• Identify hilliest areas and flattest areas
• Study some pictures of different parts of Europe and 

some other countries from across the world (e.g. top 
of a mountain, on the banks of a river, on a farm. Make 
reasoned judgements about where the pictures are 
taken and defend e.g. a mountain top may be in France 
because there is a large mountain range there.

Mountains, 
Volcanoes and 
Earthquakes

Geographical Skills and Fieldwork
Use maps, atlases, globes and 

digital/computer mapping to locate 
countries and describe features studied

Sketching
Draw an annotated sketch from 

observation including descriptive / 
explanatory labels and indicating 

direction

Using maps
Locate places using a range of 
maps including OS & digital



Exploring and Developing Ideas
• Select and record from first hand observation, experience and imagination, and explore ideas 

for different purposes.
• Question and make thoughtful observations about starting points and select ideas to use in 

their work.
• Explore the works of great artists (Albert Bierstadt, Nicolas Roerich).

Art 
Year Three

Key Stage 2

Spring Two Painting
• Using images of mountain ranges 

and volcanoes, talk about the colour 
and texture seen.

• Mix a variety of colours (create 
palettes to match images) and know 
which primary colours make 
secondary colours.

• Make and match paint colours with 
increasing accuracy

• Use more specific colour language, 
e.g. tint, tone, shade and hue

• Experiment with different types of 
brushes

• Experiment with different effects 
and textures inc. blocking in colour, 
washes, thickened paint etc

Art to Discuss
What is an Art Gallery?

• Understand what a gallery is and how we can relate 
to it

• Understand that a gallery is made up of lots of 
different rooms

• Know that the shape, size and atmosphere of the 
rooms affects how we
respond to what is 
displayed there

3D Form
• Improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including the use 

of clay and papier mache
• Plan, design and make models
• Join clay adequately using slip and work reasonably independently
• Construct a simple clay base for extending and modelling mountain-like 

shapes
• Use chicken wire to create a simple frame for a volcano
• Use papier mache to create a volcano shape.
• Compare and contrast the different adhesives used in the clay 

model and papier mache model.

Evaluating and 
Developing Work

Adapt their work according to 
their views and describe how they 
might develop it further.
Begin to use more developed 
artistic vocabulary when 
evaluating their work and the 
work of others.



Computing
Coding Kingdoms CS

• I know what an algorithm is and I can 
express simple algorithms using symbols

• I know that programs can work with 
different types of data.

• I can use arithmetic operators, if statements, 
and loops, within programs.

• I can find and correct simple semantic errors 
i.e. debugging, in programs.

• I can designs solutions (algorithms) that use 
repetition and two-way selection i.e. if, then 
and else.

• I can use diagrams to express solutions.

French

• Animals and pets
• Numbers 11-20
• Giving someones name
• Describing someone

Nouns
Adjectives/agreement

Gender
Subject pronouns

P.E.

Quick Cricket
Cricket is played outdoors on a ground. 

The objective of the game is that a team 
should score more runs than the 

opponent team. It is all about 
attempting to score more runs, while 

restricting the score and dismissing the 
batsmen of the opponent team.

R.E.
Christianity

• Learn about some Old Testament stories 
which Christians believe reveal aspects of 
God’s “character” or nature

• Realise that Christians think of God as 
having many attributes or characteristics, 
have much to thank Him for and thank Him 
in many ways such as through hymns, 
prayers and their way of life

• Know that for Christians the Bible is the 
main source for information about God

• Learn about some stories told by Jesus 
about the “character” of God

• Know that Christians believe that life and 
all that sustains it is a gift of God, and that 
they are thankful for this and express their 
thankfulness in many ways

• Know that the New Testament is the 
source for Jesus’ stories about God


