
The Vikings

Welcome back!
Within this newsletter you will find information about what your child will be learning between now and the Easter break. All of
the objectives are taken from the National Curriculum and they will be brought to life through our wider theme of the Vikings.
The children will be finding out more about the Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of England and how the
Vikings changed Britain. Children are more likely make accelerated progress when school-based learning is enhanced at home
and we love to see, and hear about, all of the exciting things they have been doing with you and your wider family.
We hope you find this information useful. If you have any questions, please feel free to speak to your child’s class teacher, Mr.
Jones (Deputy Headteacher) or another member of the Senior Leadership team.
We hope you and your child have a great half term!
Year 4 Team

The school day begins at 8:40am 
and finishes at 3:15pm. 

Could we please remind all pupils to come to school wearing their P.E kit every
Tuesday. Please ensure footwear is suitable.



Key Stage Two

Summer One

English
Year Four

Speaking and Listening
The children will:
• Articulate and justify answers, arguments and opinions
• Use spoken language to develop understanding through 

imagining and exploring ideas in role play drama
• Select and use appropriate registers for effective 

communication
• Use spoken language to develop understanding through 

exploring ideas
• Participate in discussions, role-play and improvisations.

The Flood (wordless picture book)
The children will:
• Discuss the impact a wordless book can 

have
• Explore the devastating effects of a flood on 

a family and their home.
• Write a sustained narrative for the wordless 

book, using developed character and setting 
descriptions.

Reading 
Word Reading - The children will:
• Apply their growing knowledge of root words, prefixes and suffixes, both to read aloud and to 

understand the meaning of new words they meet
• Read further exception words, noting the unusual correspondences between spelling and sound, 

and where these occur in the word.
Comprehension - The children will:
• Increase familiarity with a range of books
• Identify themes and conventions
• Prepare play scripts to read aloud
• Show understanding through intonation, tone, volume and action
• Discuss words and phrases that capture readers’ interest and imagination
• Draw inferences about characters’ feelings, thoughts, emotions and actions.

The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane
(Kate DiCamillo)
The children will:
• Discuss writing similar to that which they are planning to 

write in order to understand and learn from its structure, 
vocabulary and grammar

• Progressively build a varied and rich vocabulary and an 
increasing range of sentence structures

• Assess the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing 
and suggesting improvements.

Through the novel the children will explore the following:
• Poetry
• Diary entries
• Story maps
• Note taking
• Fact files
• Writing in role
• Character descriptions
• Narrative descriptions

Handwriting 
The children will focus on:
• Spacing between words
• Writing at speed
• Improving fluency
• Speed and fluency

History Links
The children will read and write historical accounts, 
poems and tales and discover the grotesque effects of 
bugs and bacteria on the human body.  



Number: Decimals

The children will:
• Recognise and write decimal equivalents of any 

number of tenths or hundredths
• Recognise and write decimal equivalents to ¼, ½, ¾
• Find the effect of dividing a one- or two-digit number 

by 10 and 100, identifying the value of the digits in 
the answer as ones, tenths and hundredths

• Round decimals with one decimal place to the 
nearest whole number

• Compare numbers with the same number of decimal 
places up to two decimal places

• Solve simple measure and money problems involving 
fractions and decimals to two decimal places.

Maths Units of Work

Maths

Key Stage Two

Spring 2

Year 4

Fractions

The children will:
• Recognise and show, using 

diagrams, families of common 
equivalent fractions.

• Count up and down in 
hundredths; recognise that 
hundredths arise when dividing 
an object by one hundred and 
dividing tenths by ten.

• Solve problems involving 
increasingly harder fractions to 
calculate quantities; and fractions 
to divide quantities, including 
non-unit fractions where the 
answer is a whole number.

• Add and subtract fractions with 
the same denominator.

Measurement: Money

The children will:
• Estimate, compare and calculate different 

measures, including money in pounds 
and pence.

• Solve simple measure and money problems 
involving fractions and decimals, to two decimal 
places.

Week 1-4
Number: Fractions
Week 5
Number: Decimals
Money - Ongoing



Science
Animals Including

Humans

Animals including Humans
The children will learn to:
• Describe the simple functions of the basic parts of the 

digestive system in humans
• Identify the different types of teeth in humans and their 

simple functions
• Construct and interpret a variety of food chains, identifying 

producers, predators and prey.

Working Scientifically
During years 3 and 4, pupils will be taught to use the 
following practical scientific methods, processes and skills 
through the teaching of the programme of study content:
• asking relevant questions and using different types of 

scientific enquiries to answer them
• setting up simple practical enquiries, comparative and 

fair tests
• making systematic and careful observations and, where 

appropriate, taking accurate measurements using 
standard units, using a range of equipment, including 
thermometers and data loggers

• gathering, recording, classifying and presenting data in 
a variety of ways to help in answering questions

• recording findings using simple scientific language, 
drawings, labelled diagrams, keys, bar charts, and 
tables

• reporting on findings from enquiries, including oral and 
written explanations, displays or presentations of 
results and conclusions

• using results to draw simple conclusions, make 
predictions for new values, suggest improvements and 
raise further questions

• identifying differences, similarities or changes related 
to simple scientific ideas and processes

• using straightforward scientific evidence to answer 
questions or to support their findings.

Explaining Science:
The children will learn to:
• Use complex science words correctly
• Use a science model to explain
• Draw diagrams to help describe/explain

Designing Experiments:
The children will learn to:
• Design experiments
• Use knowledge and understanding to make a 

hypothesis.
• Plan a reliable fair test
• Plan to minimise risk & act on safety 

suggestions.

Do all animals have the 
same teeth as us? 

Why?

How are humans able to 
eat and digest food?



History
The children will study the Viking and Anglo-
Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of England to 
the time of Edward the Confessor.
The Children will learn:
• What we mean by the Viking age and to be 

able to place this period on a timeline in 
relation to previous and future learning

• Where the Vikings came from and the 
features of their homelands

• About Viking raids and invasion, including 
the Viking raid on Lindisfarne

• How the Vikings travelled and their success 
as traders and explorers

• About the resistance by Alfred the Great 
and Athelstan, the first king of all England

• Further Viking invasions and Danegeld
• Anglo-Saxon laws and justice
• Edward the Confessor and his death in 

1066.



Art and Design
Drawing - Bodies
The children will:
Exploring and Developing Ideas
• Select and record from first hand observation, experience and imagination
• Question and make thoughtful observations about starting points and select ideas 

to use in their work.
Evaluating and Developing Work
• Compare ideas, methods and approaches in their own and others’ work and say 

what they think and feel about them
• Adapt their work according to their views and describe how they might develop it. 
Drawing
• Make informed choices in drawing, including paper and media used
• Collect images ad information independently in a sketchbook
• Use research to inspire drawings from memory and imagination
• Alter and refine drawings and describe changes using art vocabulary
• Explore relationships between line and tone, pattern and shape, line and texture
• Identify and draw the effect of light
• Explore scale and proportion and work on a variety of scales
• Create accurate drawings of whole people including proportion and placement
• Explore computer generated drawings
• Observe how artists use light and shadow.

Design and Technology (including STEM) -Stop the spread!
Design and build a model handwashing device that will help limit 
the spread of infections in school
The children will:
• Design and create to a given budget
• Design and create collaboratively, reflecting a real-life design 

team
• Analyse facts and circumstances in order to apply creative 

approaches in developing realistic, innovative design solutions.
Design
• Use research and develop design criteria to inform the design 

of innovative, functional, appealing products that are fit for 
purpose, aimed at particular individuals or groups

• Generate, develop, model and communicate their ideas. 
Make
• Select from and use a wider range of tools and equipment to 

perform practical tasks
• Select from and use a wider range of materials and 

components.
Evaluate
• Evaluate their ideas and products against their own design 

criteria and consider the views of others to improve their work
• Recognise what knowledge and skills have been gained, where 

they could have worked more effectively, where they 
achieved/exceeded expectations.



PE
Swimming

Invasion Games: Netball
The children will:
• Use running, jumping, throwing and catching in isolation and in combination
play competitive games, modified where appropriate and apply basic 
principles suitable for attacking and defending.
• Develop flexibility, strength, technique, control and balance.
• Compare their performances with previous ones and demonstrate 

improvement to achieve their personal best.
Key Skills:
Attack
Defend
Spatial Awareness
Throwing
Catching
Running
Jumping
Foot work

Computer Science  - Debug it!

The children will:
Use logical reasoning to explain how some 
simple algorithms work and to detect and 
correct errors in algorithms and programs.
• In designs for their programs show that 

they are thinking of the structure of a 
program in logical, achievable steps and 
absorbing some new knowledge of coding 
structures: ‘if’ statements, repetition and 
variables

• Trace code and use step-through methods 
to identify errors in code and make logical 
attempts to correct this.

• In programs such as Logo, they can ‘read’ 
programs with several steps and predict 
the outcome accurately.

Geography - Locational Knowledge Linked to History 
In the context of 14th century England the children will name and 
locate areas of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and their 
identifying human and physical characteristics, key topographical 
features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-
use patterns; and understand how some of these aspects have 
changed over time.

E- Safety – The Power of Words
• Consider that they may get online, messages from 

other children that can make them feel angry,
hurt, sad, or fearful.

• Identify actions that will make them upstanders in 
the face of cyberbullying.

• Discuss the Newsham Whisper Button.



Personal, Social, Health and Economic Education
Core Theme 3 – Living in the Wider World
How can our choices make a difference to others and the 
environment?

The children will learn about:
Caring for others; the environment; people and animals; shared 
responsibilities, making choices and decisions.

French
We are learning:
• The names of some classroom objects.
• How to say and ask our ages.
• How to understand and follow some basic 

classroom instructions.

Nouns
Adjectives/ agreement
Questions

Religious Education
Islam - Stories
The children will:
• Examine some of the scripture and stories that shape Muslim belief and practice
• Learn about the importance of Muslim scripture, especially the Qur’an
• Describe how Muslims shape their lives according to the content of the Qur’an in 

general and the laws in particular
• Learn how Muslims often decorate their homes with verses from the Qur’an and 

identify some of the popular verses
• Learn about how and why some of the stories in scripture and tradition are 

important to Muslims
• Explore the cycle of Muslim festivals and explain how some of the festivals are 

celebrated, especially in the home. Compare and contrast Muslim festivals with 
other festivals.


