
Mexico and the Maya 

Civilisation 
Welcome back!

Within this newsletter you will find information about what your child will be learning between now and the half term break. All of
the objectives are taken from the National Curriculum and they will be brought to life through our wider theme of discovering the
history of the ancient Maya civilisation.

We hope you find this information useful. If you have any questions, please feel free to speak to your child’s class teacher or Mr.
Jones (Senior Leader).

We hope you and your child have a great half term!
Year 6 Team

The school day beings at 8:40am 
and finishes at 3:15pm. 

We are very lucky in Year 6 to have a P.E specialist
joining our sessions and want all the children to
take part! Could we please remind all pupils to
school wearing a P.E kit every Thursday. We will be
outdoors and children therefore need appropriate,
warm clothing.. Please ensure footwear is suitable
and no jewellery should be worn.. For further
information, please contact the school office.
Y6 PE: Friday

Dates for the Diary:
End of Key Stage 2 SATs: Friday 13th May 2022
Northumberland Day: Friday 27th May 2022



Please be aware, this is a 

reading record, not a Home/ 

School Diary. If you have a 

message for your child’s 

teacher, drop them a note or 

catch them at the end of the 

day. They will be keen to help.

Supporting Your Child
Please remember that there is a lot more information on the school website with links to IT 
programs, information about how to help your child, a detailed view of the curriculum, a 
copy of the ‘Information Evening’ slide show presentation, and much more. 

New Reading Record

With the new Reading Records, please use one box for each week reading at 

home. We would like the children to read every night.

Please record what they have read and the page numbers.

Example

1.9.19 The Mole Who Knew It Was None Of His Business (Whole Book)

2.9.19 Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone pg. 1-9

3.9.19 Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone pg. 10-20 etc.

Homework

To support Year 6 in their transition to Secondary School, we feel that it is important that they get 

into good habits with homework. They need to learn the organisation and self discipline skills 

homework demands. Therefore, we set them weekly tasks in addition to the reading that we 

expect the pupils to do every day.  

Pupils will be set work on a Friday and will hand it in on the following Friday. This means that they 

have a week to complete the work. To support them further, we offer a homework club on a 

Monday lunchtime. This is for any pupils that do not have access to IT, or anybody that needs 

help. Therefore, we suggest that pupils look at the homework as soon as they get it . If there is 

something that they find difficult, they can ask the teacher at homework club on a Monday.

Pupils will receive;

• A SPAG (spelling, punctuation and grammar) sheet 

• A maths sheet

• Spellings

• A reading comprehension sheet

Please remember, we do no expect parents/ carers to do the homework. We would just ask them 

to encourage the child to do it. If your child is finding the homework too difficult, or too easy, 

please let the class teacher know. Sometimes, we will administer homework using online forums 

such as Education City or Mathletics. We will update the children and inform parents via Facebook 

or the school website when this occurs. 

Things you may want to talk about with your Year 6 child this half term….. Please note; this is not a project, it is just for fun!

Where did the Mayan people live?
What are textiles?

How does the body change during puberty?



Key Stage Two

Summer One

English
Year Six

Speaking and Listening
The children will learn to:
• Use Standard English confidently in a range of formal and informal 

contexts, including classroom discussion.
• Give short speeches and presentations, expressing own ideas and 

keeping to the point.
• Improvise, rehearse and perform poetry in order to generate 

language and discuss language use and meaning, using role, 
intonation, tone, volume, mood, silence, stillness and action to 
add impact.

• Participate in informal group or paired discussions.

Literacy Units of Work
The children will be exploring

Narrative and poetry using the following texts:
There’s a Boy in the Girls’ Bathroom (Louis Sachar)

The Lady of Shallot : (Alfred, Lord Tennyson)
The Highwayman: (Alfred Noyes)

Reading
The children will learn to:
• Make inference and refer to evidence in the text
• Develop an appreciation and love of reading
• Understand increasingly challenging texts through making inferences and 

referring to evidence in the text
• Read critically through knowing how language, including figurative language, 

vocabulary choice, grammar, text structure and organisational features, 
presents meaning

• Recognise a range of poetic conventions and understanding how these have 
been used

• Study setting, plot, and characterisation, and the effects of these

Writing
The children will learn to:
• Write a play script adaptation of the Highway Man 
• Write Character description
• Writing a narrative poem

Transcription / Composition
• Write poetry and other imaginative writing
• Summarise and organise material, and supporting ideas and arguments 

with any necessary factual detail
• Consider how their writing reflects the audiences and purposes for which 

it was intended
• Amend the vocabulary, grammar and
• structure of their writing to improve its coherence and overall 

effectiveness

Handwriting
The children will:
• Sloped writing; proportion, joining p and b to ascenders
• Handwriting for different purposes; joining p and b, no 

ascender
• Practising sloped writing; parallel down strokes
• Practising sloped writing; all double letters
• Practising sloped writing; for speed



SATs Revision and 
Preparation 

Maths Units of Work

Weeks 1-2
Statistics
Weeks 3
Problem Solving
Week 4
SATs
Week 6
Problem Solving

Maths

Key Stage Two

Summer One

Year 6

Statistics
The children will learn to:
• Interpret & construct pie charts and line graphs and 

use these to solve problems. 

• Calculate the mean as an average. 

Problem Solving 
& Maths

Investigation
Geometry: Properties of Shape

The children will learn to:
• Illustrate and name parts of circles, including radius, diameter and circumference 

and know that the diameter is twice the radius. 

• Draw 2D shapes using given dimensions and angles. 

• Compare and classify geometric shapes based on their properties and sizes and 
find unknown angles in any triangles, quadrilaterals and regular polygons. 

• Recognise angles where they meet at a point, are on a straight line, or are 
vertically opposite, and find missing angles. 



History:  Mayan Civilization
A non-European society that provides contrasts with British history – Mayan civilization c. AD 900
Enquiry Question: ‘The Maya were the most important Stone Age society’, To what extent do you agree 
with this statement and why?
The children will learn to:
Chronological Knowledge/Understanding
•Learn when the Maya lived
•Understand that Maya were a Stone Age society
•Review life in Stone Age Britain
Causes and Consequence
•Learn where the Maya lived and the type of environment they lived in
•Understand the difficulties of sustaining a civilisation in a rainforest environment
•Learn about the food the ancient Maya people ate and its religious and cultural significance.
Similarities and Difference
•Draw comparisons between agriculture in the Mayan civilisation and Stone Age Britain
•Learn that the Maya Civilisation consisted of city-states.
•Learn about Maya trade good
•Understand how the Mayans developed currency
•Be able to make calculations using the Maya numerical system
•Be able to explain some of the similarities and differences between the Maya and U.K. mathematical 
system
•What the hieroglyphs tell us of Maya culture and society
•Learn about the Maya writing system and its uses
•The similarities and differences between the Maya writing system and ours.
•Compare and contrast Mayan and ancient Egyptian writing.
•Explain the religious beliefs of the Maya people, understand how they worshipped, name some of the 
main gods and know what they represented to the people
•Compare the Maya myth of creation in the Popul Vuh to other creation stories they know.
•Learn about the ancient Maya ball game and its cultural significance and compare it with other spectator 
sports past and present.
•Understand what an archaeologist does
•Identify and use a range of evidence sources
•Understand the difficulty of making conclusions about the past using only material remains

Geography:
Mexico &  Central America
• Learn where the Maya lived and the type of environment they lived 

in
• Understand the difficulties of sustaining a civilisation in a rainforest 

environment
Locational Knowledge
• Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe 

(including the location of Russia) and North and South America, 
concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and 
human characteristics, countries, and major cities

Place Knowledge
• Understand geographical similarities and differences through the 

study of human and physical geography of a region of the United 
Kingdom, a region in a European country, and a region in North or 
South America

Human and physical geography
• Describe and understand key aspects of:
• physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation 

belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water 
cycle

• Human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, 
economic activity including trade links, and the distribution of 
natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water

Geographical skills and fieldwork
• Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate 

countries and describe features studied



Art & Design & Design Technology
Textiles & Collage
The children will learn to:
• Make a Maya Inspired T-shirt
•Develop an awareness of the potential 
uses of fabric
•Use different techniques, colours and 
textures when designing and making 
pieces of work
•Join fabrics in different ways, including 
stitching (e.g. backstitch for seams and 
running stitch to attach decoration).
•Use different grades of threads and 
needles
•Extend their work with a specified 
technique
•Use a range of media to create a collage
•Use batik safely
•Be expressive and analytical to adapt, 
extend and justify their work.
Exploring and Developing Ideas:
•Select and record from first hand 
observations, experience and imagination, 
and explore ideas for different purposes
•Explore the roles and purposes of artists 
working in different times

Art & Design Continued:
Art to Discuss
Embroidery and Textiles
Recognise embroidery and tapestry and discuss 
examples:
•Kate Farrer, Icarus, 2012 (Artist’s Collection, now 
on display at the Royal School of Needlework at 
Hampton Court)
•Christ’s Charge to Peter tapestry commissioned by 
King Charles I and made in Mortlake (Forde Abbey, 
Boughton House, Belvoir Castle and Chatsworth 
House) and original cartoons by Raphael (Victoria 
and Albert Museum, London)
•Norman Hartnell, Queen Elizabeth II’s Coronation 
Robes (Royal Collection)
•Royal School of Needlework, Queen Elizabeth II’s 
Robes of Estate (Royal Collection)
•Royal School of Needlework, Kate Middleton’s 
Wedding Dress (Royal Collection)
•Various Batik Artists

Art & Design

Drawing: 

Leonardo da Vinci and/or Anatomical Drawings
The children will learn to:
• Use sketchbooks to review and revisit ideas; improve their mastery of art and design 

techniques, including drawing with a range of materials; improve their mastery of art 
and design techniques, including painting with a range of materials;  about great artists 
in history

Exploring and Developing Ideas
•Select and record from first hand observation, experience and imagination, and explore 
ideas for different purposes
•Question and make thoughtful observations about starting points and select ideas to use in 
their work.
Evaluating and Developing Work
•Compare ideas, methods and approaches in their own and others’ work and say what they 
think and feel about them;
•Adapt their own work according to their views and describe how they might develop it 
further.
Drawing
•Use a variety of source material for their work.
•Work in a sustained and independent way from observation, experience and imagination.
•Use a sketchbook to develop ideas.
•Explore the potential properties of the visual elements, line, tone, pattern, texture, colour 
and shape.
•Begin to consider perspective, fore/back and middle ground
•Use scale and proportions
Artists:
•Understand who Leonardo da Vinci was and what he was famous for during the 
Renaissance
•Explore Leonardo da Vinci’s portrait paintings and drawings
•Explore Leonardo da Vinci’s use of perspective and composition in his religious paintings
•Explore and understand how to use Leonardo da Vinci’s drawing techniques
•Explore inventions designed by Leonardo da Vinci
• Explain how Leonardo da Vinci’s ideas influenced other artists and scholars during the 

Renaissance and modern day.



What will change as we become more independent? How do friendships 
change as we grow?
Relationships
Different relationships, changing and
growing, adulthood, independence, moving to secondary school
PoS refs: H24, H30, H33, H34, H35,
H36, R2, R3, R4, R5, R6, R16

• that people have different kinds of relationships in their lives, 
including romantic or intimate relationships
• that people who are attracted to and love each other can be of 
any gender, ethnicity or faith; the way couples care for one another
• that adults can choose to be part of a committed relationship 
or not, including marriage or civil partnership
• that marriage should be wanted equally by both people and 
that forcing someone to marry against their will is a crime
• how puberty relates to growing from childhood to adulthood
• about the reproductive organs and process - how babies are 
born and how they need to be cared for
• how growing up and becoming more independent comes with
increased opportunities and responsibilities
• how friendships may change as they grow and how to manage 
this
• how to manage change, including moving to secondary school; 
how to ask for support or where to seek further information and advice 
regarding growing up and changing

Music: Singing
The children will learn to:
Listen and appraise 
• Happy by Pharrell Williams, Top Of The World by The Carpenters, Don’t Worry, Be 

Happy by Bobby McFerrin Walking On Sunshine by Katrina And The Waves, When 
You’re Smiling by Frank Sinatra & Love Will Save The Day by Brendan Reilly

• Perform, listen to, review and evaluate music across a range of historical periods, 
genres, styles and traditions, including the works of the great composers and 
musicians
•Learn to sing and to use their voices, to create and compose music on their own and 
with others
• Learn a musical instrument Use technology appropriately and have the 

opportunity to progress to the next level of musical excellence
•Understand and explore how music is created, produced and communicated, 
including through the interrelated dimensions: pitch, duration, dynamics, tempo, 
timbre, texture, structure and appropriate musical notations

Religious Education
Judaism: Founders and Leaders
The children will learn:
•About important events in the lives of Abraham and Moses
• Know that Abraham and Moses are important to the Jewish people
• Know why Abraham and Moses are important
• Know that the Torah is the main source for information about Abraham and 

Moses
• Know that the Jewish people think of themselves as People of the Covenant
• That the rabbi has many duties to fulfil
• Know that the rabbi is, above all, a teacher but that her/his role takes many 

forms
• Know that the rabbi plays a key role in worship in the synagogue



PE

Invasion Games (Hockey)
Attack
Defend 
Spatial Awareness
Throwing
Catching
Running
Jumping
Foot work

Computing 
Information Technology:
Spreadsheets IT

Select, use and combine a variety of software (including internet services) on a range of 
digital devices to design and create a range of programs, systems and content that 
accomplish given goals, including collecting, analysing, evaluating and presenting data and 
information.

To use spreadsheets to analyse and evaluate data.
Enter and edit text.
Numbers and formulae purposefully and independently.

• Understand the advantages of spreadsheets over comparative manual methods.
• Explore further functions.

• Select data and create graphs with appropriate formatting.
• Design their own spreadsheet for a specific purpose and present it appropriately.
Be able to enter formulae into cells. • Edit data and discuss the effect on results.
Begin to enter formulae with the SUM function.
• Use further functions including AVERAGE, MIN and MAX.
• Create graphs.
• Design their own spreadsheet for a specific purpose

Key Skills: Dance
• Jumping
• Foot work
• Flexibility 
• Control 
• Balance 
• Comparing performance.
• Strength
• Poise
• Technique
• Stamina

Circuit training/fitness

Strength

Stamina

Coordination

Technique

Flexibility

Foot work

Digital Architects IT

 Make judgements about digital content when evaluating and 

repurposing it for a given audience. 

 Know the audience when I am designing and creating digital 

content. 

Use criteria to evaluate the quality of solutions and can identify 

improvements making some refinements to the solution, and future 

solutions.


