
Mexico and the Maya 

Civilisation 
Welcome back!

Within this newsletter you will find information about what your child will be learning between now and the half term break. All of
the objectives are taken from the National Curriculum and they will be brought to life through our wider theme of discovering the
history of the ancient Maya civilisation.

We hope you find this information useful. If you have any questions, please feel free to speak to your child’s class teacher or Mr.
Jones (Senior Leader).

We hope you and your child have a great half term!
Year 6 Team

The school day beings at 8:40am 
and finishes at 3:15pm. 

We are very lucky in Year 6 to have a P.E specialist
joining our sessions and want all the children to
take part! Could we please remind all pupils to
come to school wearing a P.E. kit every Thursday.
We will be outdoors and children therefore need
appropriate, warm clothing. Please ensure
footwear is suitable and no jewellery should be
worn. For further information, please contact the
school office.

Dates for the Diary:
• June 14th – Atlantis completing  Headway arts project
• June 15th Quadkids Athletics competition
• June 29th Neptune completing  Headway arts project
• 8th July – Toys, Tea and Tombola
• July 15th Transition day/ Reports
• Year 6 Leavers Evening Event: Monday 18th July (to be 

confirmed  closer to the date)
• Last day of term: Friday 22nd July. 



If your child has misplaced their 

reading diary, this information 

can be sent into school in a 

different book or on  a piece  of 

paper with an adult’s signature.

Supporting Your Child
Please remember that there is a lot more information on the school website with links to IT 
programs, information about how to help your child, a detailed view of the curriculum, a 
copy of the ‘Information Evening’ slide show presentation, and much more. 

New Reading Record

With the new Reading Records, please use one box for each week reading at 

home. We would like the children to read every night.

Please record what they have read and the page numbers.

Example

1.9.19 The Mole Who Knew It Was None Of His Business (Whole Book)

2.9.19 Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone pg. 1-9

3.9.19 Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone pg. 10-20 etc.

Homework

To support Year 6 in their transition to Secondary School, we feel that it is important that they get 

into good habits with homework. They need to learn the organisation and self discipline skills 

homework demands. Therefore, we set them weekly tasks in addition to the reading that we 

expect the pupils to do every day.  

Pupils will be set work on a Friday and will hand it in on the following Friday. This means that they 

have a week to complete the work. This is for any pupils that do not have access to IT, or anybody 

that needs help. Therefore, we suggest that pupils look at the homework as soon as they get it . If 

there is something that they find difficult, they can ask the teacher at homework club on a 

Monday.

Pupils will receive;

• A SPAG (spelling, punctuation and grammar) sheet 

• A maths sheet

• Spellings

• A reading comprehension sheet

Please remember, we do no expect parents/ carers to do the homework. We would just ask them 

to encourage the child to do it. If your child is finding the homework too difficult, or too easy, 

please let the class teacher know. Sometimes, we will administer homework using online forums 

such as Education City or Mathletics. We will update the children and inform parents via Facebook 

or the school website when this occurs. 

Things you may want to talk about with your Year 6 child this half term….. Please note; this is not a project, it is just for fun!

Where did the Mayan people live?
What are textiles?

How does the body change during puberty?



Key Stage Two

Summer Two

English
Year Six

Speaking and Listening
The children will learn to:
• Maintain attention and participate actively in collaborative 

conversations, responding to texts;
• Ask relevant questions to extend their understanding and build 

vocabulary and knowledge;
• Articulate and justify answers and opinions;
• Use spoken language to develop understanding through speculating, 

imagining and exploring ideas;
• Participate in discussions, presentations, performances and debates;
• Consider and evaluate different viewpoints, attending to the 

contributions of others;
• Select and use appropriate registers for effective communication;
• Use spoken language to develop understanding through imagining and 

exploring ideas in discussion, role-play and drama;
• Consider and evaluate different viewpoints, attending to and building 

on the contributions of others

Literacy Units of Work
The children will be exploring

narrative using the following texts:
The Journey: (Francesca Sanna) 

The Arrival: (Shaun Tan)
There’s a Boy in the Girls’ Bathroom (Louis Sachar)

The Highwayman: (Alfred Noyes)

Reading
The children will learn to:
• Increase familiarity with a range of books
• Identify themes and conventions and compare these across books they have read
• Discuss words and phrases that capture readers’ interest and imagination and consider how this 

impacts on the reader
• Draw inferences about characters’ feelings, thoughts, motives and actions, justifying inferences with 

evidence from
• the text
• Ask questions to improve their
• understanding identifying how
• language, structure and presentation contribute to meaning
• Predict what might happen from details stated and implied.

Writing
The children will learn to:
• Transcription / Composition
• Plan writing by identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, 

selecting the appropriate form;
• Note and develop initial ideas, drawing on reading and research;
• Draft and write by selecting appropriate grammar and vocabulary;
• In narratives, describe settings, characters and atmosphere, integrate 

dialogue to convey character and advance action;
• Use a range of devices to build cohesion within and across paragraphs
• Evaluate and edit by proposing changes to vocabulary, grammar and 

punctuation to enhance effects and clarify meaning;
• Proof-read for spelling and punctuation errors;
• Perform their own compositions, using appropriate intonation, volume, 

movement so that meaning is clear;
• Select appropriate grammar and vocabulary, and understand how such 

choices can change and enhance meaning

Handwriting
The children will:
• Practising sloped writing; size, proportion and spacing
• Practising sloped writing; building speed
• Different styles for different purposes; decorative 

alphabets.
• Different styles for different purposes



Maths Investigations
• Fairground Maths/Lunar Maths
• Enterprise week – Virgin Money Challenge

Maths

Key Stage Two

Summer Two

Year 6

Y6 Measurement: Perimeter Area and Volume.
•Recognise that shapes with the same areas can have different 
perimeters and vice versa
•Recognise when it is possible to use formulae for area and volume 
of shapes
•Calculate the area of parallelograms and triangles
•Calculate, estimate and compare volume of cubes and cuboids 
using standard units, including cubic centimetres (cm3) and cubic 
metres (m3), and extending to other units [for example, mm3 and 
km3].

Statistics
Y5 Objectives: Consolidate and Recap
•Solve comparison, sum and difference problems using information 
presented in a line graph.
•Complete, read and interpret information in table including 
timetables
Y6
•Interpret and construct pie charts and line graphs and use these to 
solve problems
• Calculate and interpret the mean as an average 



Year Six

Key Stage Two

Summer Two

Science

Year Six
Living Things and their Habitats
Enquiry Question: In what ways can we sort animals? 
Which method is the most / lest effective? Why?
The children will learn to:
•Describe how living things are classified into broad 
groups according to common observable characteristics 
and based on similarities and differences, including 
microorganisms, plants and animals
•Give reasons for classifying plants and animals based on 
specific characteristics.

Working Scientifically
During years 5 and 6, pupils should be taught to use the following practical scientific methods, processes and skills through the teaching of the 
programme of study content:
• Planning different types of scientific enquiries to answer questions, including recognising and controlling variables where necessary
• Taking measurements, using a range of scientific equipment, with increasing accuracy and precision, taking repeat readings when appropriate
• Recording data and results of increasing complexity using scientific diagrams and labels, classification keys, tables, scatter graphs, bar and line 
graphs.
• Using test results to make predictions to set up further comparative and fair tests
• Reporting and presenting findings from enquiries, including conclusions, causal relationships and explanations of and degree of trust in results, in 
oral and written forms such as displays and other presentations
• Identifying scientific evidence that has been used to support or refute ideas or arguments.

Working Scientifically

Living Things and their Habitats (non-statutory)
• Pupils should observe life-cycle changes in a variety of living things, for 

example, plants in the vegetable garden or flower border, and animals in 
the local environment. 

• They should find out about the work of naturalists and animal 
behaviourists, for example, David Attenborough and Jane Goodall.

• Pupils should find out about different types of reproduction, including 
sexual and asexual reproduction in plants, and sexual reproduction in 
animals.

• Pupils might work scientifically by: observing and comparing the life 
cycles of plants and animals in their local environment with other plants 
and animals around the world (in the rainforest, in the oceans, in desert 
areas and in prehistoric times), asking pertinent questions and suggesting 
reasons for similarities and differences.

• They might try to grow new plants from different parts of the parent 
plant, for example, seeds, stem and root cuttings, tubers, bulbs.

• They might observe changes in an animal over a period of time (for 
example, by hatching and rearing chicks), comparing how different 
animals reproduce and grow.



Art & Design & Design Technology
Textiles & Collage
The children will learn to:
• Make a Maya Inspired T-shirt
•Develop an awareness of the potential 
uses of fabric
•Use different techniques, colours and 
textures when designing and making 
pieces of work
•Join fabrics in different ways, including 
stitching (e.g. backstitch for seams and 
running stitch to attach decoration).
•Use different grades of threads and 
needles
•Extend their work with a specified 
technique
•Use a range of media to create a collage
•Use batik safely
•Be expressive and analytical to adapt, 
extend and justify their work.
Exploring and Developing Ideas:
•Select and record from first hand 
observations, experience and imagination, 
and explore ideas for different purposes
•Explore the roles and purposes of artists 
working in different times

Art & Design Continued:
Art to Discuss
Embroidery and Textiles
Recognise embroidery and tapestry and discuss 
examples:
•Kate Farrer, Icarus, 2012 (Artist’s Collection, now 
on display at the Royal School of Needlework at 
Hampton Court)
•Christ’s Charge to Peter tapestry commissioned by 
King Charles I and made in Mortlake (Forde Abbey, 
Boughton House, Belvoir Castle and Chatsworth 
House) and original cartoons by Raphael (Victoria 
and Albert Museum, London)
•Norman Hartnell, Queen Elizabeth II’s Coronation 
Robes (Royal Collection)
•Royal School of Needlework, Queen Elizabeth II’s 
Robes of Estate (Royal Collection)
•Royal School of Needlework, Kate Middleton’s 
Wedding Dress (Royal Collection)
•Various Batik Artists

Art & Design

Drawing: 

Leonardo da Vinci and/or Anatomical Drawings
The children will learn to:
• Use sketchbooks to review and revisit ideas; improve their mastery of art and design 

techniques, including drawing with a range of materials; improve their mastery of art 
and design techniques, including painting with a range of materials;  about great artists 
in history

Exploring and Developing Ideas
•Select and record from first hand observation, experience and imagination, and explore 
ideas for different purposes
•Question and make thoughtful observations about starting points and select ideas to use in 
their work.
Evaluating and Developing Work
•Compare ideas, methods and approaches in their own and others’ work and say what they 
think and feel about them;
•Adapt their own work according to their views and describe how they might develop it 
further.
Drawing
•Use a variety of source material for their work.
•Work in a sustained and independent way from observation, experience and imagination.
•Use a sketchbook to develop ideas.
•Explore the potential properties of the visual elements, line, tone, pattern, texture, colour 
and shape.
•Begin to consider perspective, fore/back and middle ground
•Use scale and proportions
Artists:
•Understand who Leonardo da Vinci was and what he was famous for during the 
Renaissance
•Explore Leonardo da Vinci’s portrait paintings and drawings
•Explore Leonardo da Vinci’s use of perspective and composition in his religious paintings
•Explore and understand how to use Leonardo da Vinci’s drawing techniques
•Explore inventions designed by Leonardo da Vinci
• Explain how Leonardo da Vinci’s ideas influenced other artists and scholars during the 

Renaissance and modern day.



What will change as we become more independent? How do friendships 
change as we grow?
Relationships
Different relationships, changing and
growing, adulthood, independence, moving to secondary school
PoS refs: H24, H30, H33, H34, H35,
H36, R2, R3, R4, R5, R6, R16

• that people have different kinds of relationships in their lives, 
including romantic or intimate relationships
• that people who are attracted to and love each other can be of 
any gender, ethnicity or faith; the way couples care for one another
• that adults can choose to be part of a committed relationship 
or not, including marriage or civil partnership
• that marriage should be wanted equally by both people and 
that forcing someone to marry against their will is a crime
• how puberty relates to growing from childhood to adulthood
• about the reproductive organs and process - how babies are 
born and how they need to be cared for
• how growing up and becoming more independent comes with
increased opportunities and responsibilities
• how friendships may change as they grow and how to manage 
this
• how to manage change, including moving to secondary school; 
how to ask for support or where to seek further information and advice 
regarding growing up and changing

Music: Singing
The children will learn to:
Listen and appraise 
• Happy by Pharrell Williams, Top Of The World by The Carpenters, Don’t Worry, Be 

Happy by Bobby McFerrin Walking On Sunshine by Katrina And The Waves, When 
You’re Smiling by Frank Sinatra & Love Will Save The Day by Brendan Reilly

• Perform, listen to, review and evaluate music across a range of historical periods, 
genres, styles and traditions, including the works of the great composers and 
musicians
•Learn to sing and to use their voices, to create and compose music on their own and 
with others
• Learn a musical instrument Use technology appropriately and have the 

opportunity to progress to the next level of musical excellence
•Understand and explore how music is created, produced and communicated, 
including through the interrelated dimensions: pitch, duration, dynamics, tempo, 
timbre, texture, structure and appropriate musical notations

Religious Education
Judaism: Founders and Leaders
The children will learn:
•About important events in the lives of Abraham and Moses
• Know that Abraham and Moses are important to the Jewish people
• Know why Abraham and Moses are important
• Know that the Torah is the main source for information about Abraham and 

Moses
• Know that the Jewish people think of themselves as People of the Covenant
• That the rabbi has many duties to fulfil
• Know that the rabbi is, above all, a teacher but that her/his role takes many 

forms
• Know that the rabbi plays a key role in worship in the synagogue


